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STAEKETS LIFE AND LETTERS. 



1. Tike AmUy of Starie^, p. ill 
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Oxford, p. vii 
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p.Tiii 
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Betond what we can glean from a very few public docomento 
and his own Btatemenie in hia letter to Cromwelly we know little of 
the life of Thomas Starkey. Practicall j, the history of his career is 
little more than the history of the negodations between Hemy VIIL 
and IZeginald Pole with reference to the support which the king 
hoped to leoeive horn ttie latter on the two important questions of 
Ae legality of his marriage with Queen Eatharine, his brother's 
widow, and the supremacy of the Pope in England. For nearly two 
yean did these negociations last^ and during these two years 
Starkey ^ras the sole medium of intercommunication. At the time 
of their commencement he had only lately been appointed chaplain 
to the king, and with their failure he disappeared from public life, 
retiring in all probability to the church living which had in Decem- 
ber 1536 been bestowed on him, and, as he tells us, utilizLog his 
leisure moments in the composition of his Dia2o(/ue and other 
works. 

§ 1. . Of Starkey's birth and family we know nothing for certain. He 

a 2 
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IV THB FAMILT OP 8TABKET. 

was in all proliabilitj descended from a family of high standiDg and 
considerable local influence in Cheshire.^ Of this family we find four 
distinct branches, but to which of these Thomas Starkey belonged I 
am nnable satisfactorily to ascertain. The four branches wero, (1) the 
Starkeys of Stretton; (2) of Bamton (Cheahiie) and Hontroyde 
(Lancashire) ; (3) of Olton or Onlton ; and (4) of Wrenbuiy. 

Thomas Starkey may have been brother to Lanienoe Starkey 
(mentioned below), who at that time was the representatiTe of the 
Mcond branch of the family ; but be certainly could not hare been 
son, since from an Inquis/ pod mori, we find that the latter's ddest 
son was only H years of age in 1547, when his father died.* 

It is also certain that he was not the son nor the brother of the 
Hugh Starkey, the representative of the third branch, also mentioned 
below, for the latter at his death, in 1555, left but one son (ill^ti* 
mate), Oliver, who afterwards became Grand Prior of the Ejiights oi 
Malta;* and his only brother James was buried beside him in 
Over Church.* 

Neither did Starkey belong to the/oiti^7i branch, for that branch 
was at the time represented by another Thomas, who was 30 years of 
age in 1528.^ 

The &mily of Starkey dates back to an early period of English 
history, for we find that in the reign of King John, Eoger Fita- 
Alured granted the Manor of Stretton (Cheshire) to Bichard Starkey 
and his heirs, ''to hold as fireely as any of the said Bichard's 
ancestors ever held the same, for the service of the tenth port of a 
knlghf s fee. And Sir Gefi&ey de Warbarton released unto Thomas 
Starkey of Stretton, and to his heirs, all his claim in VUla d4 
Stretton^ eeu in cUtqua Parcdla eitudem^ ui da Wardis^ MaritagiiSf 
BeUviiSf Exact is, Homagiis^ aut ServitiiSyqucBprcedietus Thomas and 
Anteces9are$ mii tivUU^ sen Ant^cemorihus meis, facere mdehant : Datum 
4 die Aprilis, 5 Kich. U. (1382). Yet, notwithstanding, the said 

1 But thero wns another or s bmncli of tbe mrae family in Kent, and as 
Starkey held a living near Deal, as xuentioued below, it is Jost posaible he 
iu»y have belonged to thii» branoh. 

• See Ormerod, Ei$t, of the Cimnty Palatine and (Xty of Cketiter, 1810, 
I. 474. ' Ormerod, II. 108, 104. 

^ Lysons, Magna Bntanniay YoL XL pt U. p. 719. 

* Ormerod, III. lOo. 
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THS FAICILT OF STAnKET. ▼ 

ThoBiM and his heiis shall pay yearly to the said Sir Geffrey and 
his heizB one pair of white gloTes on Easter-day for all seryioe."^ 

Sir Hmnphrey Stadcyy Kt, who belonged to this branch, was 
Lord Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer, appointed 15 Jane, 
1 Edward Y., and held the office for some years.' 

In 1509 we find an order for Hugh Starkey to be one of the 
king's sergeants«t4inns,> and we frequently meet with his name 
afterwards in the State Papers. Thos, on the 7th Jannary, 1514, we 
find a lease granted to Hugh Sterkeye, sewer of the Chamber, for 41 
years of the Manor of Frodesham, Cheshire, from Michaelmas, 4th 
Henry YHX, at an annual rent of X48 ;^ and on 22nd January, 1517, 
the king granted to the same Hugh Starky the forfeited possessions 
of Soger Wodehowse in Chester, Salop, or elsewhere, of the annual 
Talue of £8, lately held by William Smyth from Henry YII, at the 
rent of one red rose payable at Midsummer. He died in 1555, and 
was boried in Over Church, Cheshire, which he had restored in 
1543, and in the south aisle of which is a window to his memory 
with his portrait in annour.^ 

A John Sterkey is mentioned amongst the royal officers of the 
'^Hall^asSurreyon^ 

The name of Laurence Starkey occurs Tery fbquently in the State 
Papers of the reign of Henry YIIL, and he appears to haye been a per- 
son of some considerable importance. He was trustee of the lands of 
Edward Stanley, Lord Montegle ; ^ in correspondence with Cromwell 
and Wolsey ; and, as he states in one letter. High Sheriff of the 
County of Lancashire for the year 1524.^ 

On 18th June, 1522, we find a petition presented from the Conyent 
of St Leonard's, Stratford-at-the-Bowe, London diocese, for assent to 
the election of Eleanor Sterkey, nun, as prioress, vice Helen Hillard, 

& JOUteritkd AfUiguitie$ ef Great Britain and Irelamd^ oolleoted by Sir 
Peter Leycester, Bart, London, 1673, pp. 353, 354. 

s Ormerod, II. 105. 

' Lettsri and Fiapen, IWei^ and Domutio^ if the Smffn 9f Mmry 
rilL, ed. Brewer, 1. 13. 

4 Ibid. L 719 ; Bee alao n. pt. ii. p. 1488. 

6 Ormerod, SM. rf Chuter^ II. 108. 

• Letten and Paperg^ &o., XL 1549. 

' Ibid. IV. pt iU. p. 2598. » Ibid. IV, pt. I. p. HI. 
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VI THB FAMILT OF STARKXT. 

deceased ; ^ and on the 28ih of the same numth a significatnt from 
William Haiyngton, LL.D., Canon and Beddentiary of 8t Paul's, 
and official of the spirituality of the see of London for William^ 
Archbishop of Canterbury, of his confirmation of Eleanor Starkey as 
prioress of the Benedictine Priory of St Leonard's, and pmying for 
restitution of the temporalities.* This is followed on the 28th July 
by a writ to the Escheator of the Counties of Essex and Herts for 
the restitution of the temporalities on the election of Eleanor 
Sterkey.« 

On the 12th Junci 1517, an annuity of 10 marks waa granted to 
Thomas Starke out of the lordship of Montgomeiy, Kery» and 
Kydyowyn, parcel of the earldom of March, lus patent of the 6th 
February, 4th Henry YIL, being invalid by the act of resumption ; 
and on the same date we find a petition from this same person, 
described as of Wrenburye, Cheshire, to Sir John Danncy and Bobert 
Blagg, a Baron of the Court of Exchequer, stating that Henry YIL 
had for his services ^'at his first entry into this his realm " granted 
him an annuity of 10 marks out of the earldom of ^larche at Mont* 
gomorye, ab appears by the king's confirmation of the grants but that 
Sir Bichard Herberd, the receiver there, owod the petitioner X22 13«. 
4d, arrearages, and refused to pay, although ordered'to do so by Sir 
J. Dauncy and Bobert Blagg. The petitioner, therefoiei prayed them 
to summon Herberd before them, and compel him to pay the said 
arrearages.^ 

There is also a second petition from the same to the same, stating 
that Sir Bichard Herberd did not appear before them, either at 
HUary term or on the octaves of St Trinity last, though commanded 
to by their privy seals, and praying for a privy seal of prodamationi 
ordering Herbe^ to appear on pain of his allegiance. 

Probably it is this same Thomas Starkey whom we find set down 
for an annuity of X26 13«. id. amongst the king's ''officers in 
Wales" in the year 1526.5 

When Thomas Starkey, the author of the Dialogue^ was bom 
we have no information, but as he was, in all probability, some years 

1 Letters and Papers, &o., III. p. 98G, No. 2331. 

• Knd. p. 997, No. 2853. « md. p. 1015, No. 340T. 

* Ibid, Vol. II. pt. ii. p. 1072. • Ibid, Vol. IV. pt. I. p. 873. 
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BIBZH AND EARLY TKABS OF STASKST. vU 

older than his fnend and f ellow4raTeller B^gioald Pole, who wa&r 
bom in 1500, we shall not be far wrong in assigning as the appiozi- 
mate date of his birth the beginning of the last decade of the 15th 
oentmy. 

. The semoes of the fiinuly £rom which I assume him to be 
descended gave him an introduction to society, bat it is only from 
his letters that we can gain any information as to the manner in 
which his earlier years were passed. HIb own words^ in his letter to 
Cromwell asking to be nominated to some aj^intment in the king's 
service, seenk to im|dy that he was educated at Oxford, but his 
name does not occur in Anihony a Wood. If the will mentioned 
below be Starkey's, he probably was educated at Magdalen College. 

In compdiny n^th Beginald Pole he txayeUed on the Contiiient, 
where, especially in Italy, he appears to have made numerous friends, 
amongst the learned men of the time, with whom he kept up a con- 
stant correspondence till the dose of his life. In the Cott MSS., Nero 
B. YI. and YIL, are numerous letters addressed to him in Latin and 
Italian from friends thus made. He had evidently profited by his 
studies, and was welcomed and esteemed accordingly by the $avants 
of Italy. Of the dates of his departure from and return to England 
we know nothing, but he had certainly returned, as will be seen 
below, before the end of 1522. 

§ 2. The first certain mention of Btarkey in any public document 
which I have been aUe to discover is contained in a letter from 
Wolsey to the University of Oxford, dated 21st May, 1522, in 
which he recommends for proctors Tliomas Starke and Lawrence 
Barbar.i 

On the 9th October following the Uniyersity reply to this letter, 
stating that they have complied with the request for the appoint- 
ment of Lawrence Barbai and TliOTnas Starke as proctors, and beg 
that they may retain for a time their usual form of electing proctors, 
at least until Wolsey has sufficient leisure for making more suitable 
arrangements for the University. They acknowledge their great 
obligations to his bounty, and add that if by his influence tiieir 

1 Calendar of State Papers, Henry YIIL^ ed. Brewer, Vol. UL pt il. 

p. oeo. 
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IJniTeTsity may be exempted from contribating to the loan ^ their 
obligations will be the greater.* 

§ 3. On the 3l8t July, 1530, Starkey was presented by 
Archbishop Warham to the living of Great Mongeham, diocese of 
Canterbury, ''per reeignationem Magistri Thome Lnpsett^ A.M.9 
nltimi Incnmbentis ibidem vacantem."* This living he held till 
Mb death. 

Great Mongeham is in the hnndred of Comiloy lathe of St. 
Angostine, and two miles from DeaL The ohorch was dedicated to 
St Martin, and the living, which is stated to have been of the 
annual value of £20 U. 6d., was in the gift of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury.^ 

§ 4. From this time we do not hear anything of Starkey till some 
time towards the dose of 1534, when we find him writing to Crom- 
well, with whom he was already acquainted probably through Cardinal 
Wolsey, asking him to xise his influence to procure for him some 

^ For the war. 

* Calendar tf 8taU Papei% Henry Vni., Vol. IIL pt. 2. 

* Re^itteri of Ounterbury Dioeeie (ptmerr^ in the Lambetii Palace* 
Library), Archbishop Warham, leaf 402, back. 

* By the kindness of C!ol. Chester I have been famished with a copy of 
the will (recorded in Book ** Pynnyng," at folio 6) of a certain Tkomat Starkey, 
Clerk, proved in the Prerogatiye Court of Canterbury, on the 2nd Hay, 1644, 
but dated 25th August, Ib^ which is, as nearly as we can judge, exactly the 
date of 6tarkey*8 death. In this will the testator desires to be buried in the 
*' Chauaoell of Northe Petherton at the discretion of the curat there,** and 
leaves ** towardes the reparation of the Churche of North Petherton, vi*.'* Hie 
will proceeds—" Item I gene to my father Thomas Stsrkey, in parte of reoom* 
penae of hts greate coste and chargies vppon my bringing vpp, f urthring me 
in good lemyng, zl". Item I geve to the veray honnerable and my singulier 
goml lorde, my lorde Montague, fours pounds to bie hjrm a hagg.** To his 
brother, '' John Starkey,** he leaves his " best gowne,** and all his books he 
bequeaths to a Dr Wotton, who is ** to take oerteyne to his children as he 
shall thinke profitable to forther theyme in tjme to come to theire lemyng,'' 
and tiie rest, some are to go to ''the fumysshyog of the library of Magdalen 
College,'* and some to be given to poor scholars. To the family of the Vicar 
of North Petherton he b^ueaths ** for theire diligent payne and labours by 
nighte and day taken abowte me in myne infirmitieand sickness^ fouremarkes 
of law full money of England,'* from which it would seem that the testator had 
been, and was then, residing at North Petherton, by the vicar of which place, 
Sir John Bulen, the will is witnessed. If this be the will of our author, it 
appears tolerably certain that he was the son of the Thomas Starkey already 
(p. vi.) mentioned as in receipt of a pension for his services to Henry YU. It 
is difficult to see what connection Starkey had with North Petherton, or why 
the will executed in August^ 1538..JBhould not have been proved till 1541 



Digitized by 



Google 



HIS APPUGATION TO GBOMWXLL FOB A COURT APPODnilBNT. IZ 

appointment in the king^s seryice, and giving a short sketch of his 
lif and studies. 

We aie enaUed to fix the date of this letter with tolerable 
oertaintj by 8tarke/s own words in his first letter to Pole, and his 
dedication of his Dialogue to Henry VlLL (printed below), in 
which he says : — '' forasmnch as hyt pleysyd your hyghnes, 9chortly 
aftvar I was admyttyd to your graeyB teruyeOf to commytt vnto me 
the wrytyng of your commandment and request to mastur Raynold 
Pole in the most weyghty cause, wych of many yeiys hath byn 
tempytd in thys youi Beame." 

The following is his letter to Cromwell :— 

(Harl 283, leaf 129.) 

Syr, the grete gentylnes of yon so manyfestely schowyd toward 
me, wythe ti^e coittynuance of such a ben^uolent mynd in settyng 
forward my purpos, gyuy th me yet a lytyl more boldnes to trowbtd 
you wyth the redyng of thys scrole, besechyng you of your patyence 
therin, whyle I a lytyl more at large schow to you my mynd & 
purpos, the wyche I had thought to haue downe thes days past 
presently before you, yf I myght haue found you at a conuenyent 
leysor to the heryng of the same, for gladly I wold that you schold 
a lytyl more playnly know wyth what hart & mynd I wold s^rue the 
kyng wythaL And fyrst, for as much that you may p^rauenture 
juge, that I, mouyd only by the hygh authoryte wherin hyt hatha 
plesyd tho kyngys hyghnes most worthyly to set you, so much 
desyre by your specyal preferment to be set forward to the kyngys 
s^ruyce now at thys tyme, I schal besech you of your gentylnes not 
to take me so, for, albe-hyt that by your authoryte I wyl not deny I 
am somewhat mouyd in dede, yet certaynly thys to you I wyl 
affjrrme, yf ther were not other causys joynyd therto wych more 
scharpely styr and pryke my mynd then dothe that, I, beyng to you 
so vnknowen as I am, wold neuer haue temptyd nor enterprysyd 
such a purpos wyth you : for yf I had not found at such tyme as I 
fyrst salntyd you at home, a synguler humanyte & gentylnes in you, 
and yf I had not much herd of your gudnes in settyng forward at 
honest purposys, ye and yf I had not seen & peroeyuyd your 
excellent wysedome & your other vertues, most worthy of al hygh 
authoryte, I thynke I had neuer conoeyuyd thys purpos, I thynke I 
had neuer set my selfe in thys case, wherein my specyal trust ys more 
to be to you bounden than in the rest of my lyfe wyth any seruyce 
I can deserue ; for of thys I assure you I am not of so vyle & base 
of stomake as for to optayne any benef yte wordly, to desyre to be 
bounden to any man whome I can not wyth hart and mynd reuer- 
ently both honoure & loue. Wherfor of thys I schal besech you to be 
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pey^nadyd ener waxdj fo lumer in merftuoh a hart and atomake as js 
oonuenyent to be in hym, who to you of al other schal be most 
bounden. And now, 8yr^ to tiie intent that you may somewhat p^- 
ceyne snch pore qtudytes as be in me, and so therapon wyth yonr 
braieiiolent mynd you may set f ofward somewhat better my pniposy 
I schal brenely schowe ynto you the prdur, processe, & end of al my 
studys. Fyrs^ here in ozforth a grete parte of my youthe I occupyd 
my selfe in the study of phyloeophy, joytiyng i^nerto the knolege of 
both tongyb bothe ktyn A gidce, and so aftur passyd oner in to 
Italy, whereas I so delytyd in the contemplacyon of natural knolege — . 
whenn the most parte of m^n lettryd ther occupye themseUys — ^that 
many tymyli I wad purposyd to haue spend the rest of my lyfe hdly 
therin, tyl at the last^ mouyd by chiystyan ohaty te, phyloaophy set 
apart» I applyd my selfe to the redyng of holy serypturei jugyng al 
other secrete knolege not applyd to some yse & profyt of other to be 
but as a yanyte. wherf or in the study of holy letturys oertayn yeiys I 
spent^ aftur the.wyche, by-cause my purpos then was to lyue in a 
polytyke lyfe, I set my selfe now thes last yezys past to the knolege 
of the cyuyle Law, that I myght therby make a more stabyl and 
sure jugement of the pol^ke ordur & custumys Tsyd amonge ys here 
in our countrey. aftur thys maner In dyueise kyndys of studys I haue 
occupyd my selfe, euer hauyng in mynd thys end & purpos at the last 
here in thys commynalty whore I am brought forth & borne to 
employ them to some vse; and though in them I haue not most 
profytydy yet dylygence & wyl hathe not lakkyd therto : but what so 
euer hyt ys that I haue by the gudenes of god attaynyd yn-to I schal 
most gladly, aftur your jagement & aduyse, apply hyt to the seruyce 
of our prynce, and therby rekun my sdlfe to attayne a grete parte 
of my felycyte. Wherfor I besech you, syr, as you of your only 
gudues haue begun, so at your plesure & conuenyent leser to helpe 
forward thys my purpos, and then schal I be to you more boundeii 
then I am yet to any mortal man lyuyng. 

Your assuryd s^ruant 
Thomas Starkey. 
Endoisel 

to Mr Secretary Cromwell touching the course of hys 
Lyffe^ studyes and Travilles. [End of 1534.] 

§ 5. In accordance with Starke/s request, Cromwell appears to have 
used his influence with the king, for we find him in February, 1535^ 
holding the post of chaplain to Henry, who, it would seem, soon 
entertained a high opinion of him, sinoe within a few months of his 
appointment he was intrusted with the delicate commission of ascer- 
taining the yiews of Beginald Pole on the two questions of the 
legality of the king's marriage with Queen Eatherine and of the 
supremacy of the Pope. 
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It would be oat of, place heie to gireany leDgUmoed account of 
;4he eyenta wbi<^.Ied tothis. It nill be sofSdent to recall the iact 
that the Pope, ClfimaAt YII., had, on the 23]d of March, 1534^ in 
accordance with the decision of a consiBtory of ca»diBala» declared 
Henry's marriage with Katherine valid and indissoluble; wUle the 
pizUaqient in England, on the, other 9ide, pronounced the mandage 
with Anne Boleyn lawful, and cqnSBoedSenry'B title of supreme 
head of the English Church, pnithihiting ^efj kind of pajmeiit to 
the Pope, ai|d vesting in ^e.king alone the right.of appointing to all 
biahopnesy and of deciding in.iJl ecdesiaatical caufliBS.^ 

§ 6. Previously ^ the inArodnction of iho bills on iQiesul^ect into 
parliament, the wlude question had biMn. considered by the ftivy 
Council in 1533, when nineteen articles were drawn up,^ which were 
embodied in certain resolutions of the Council on the 2nd: Djeeember, 
the first of which runs as follows , — 

<<Acta in Coiioil[ji]a Domini Begisy 2ndo Decembr. 

^'Eirst. That the conclusions motioned in the fiist article of 
this bopk, with the circumstances . thereof , be committed to . Mr 
Dean [Dr Sampson, Dean of the Eong's Chapel] and the almoner 
[Dr Eox] and other Doi^toEs ; to sean^ their books and to make an 
answer again thereupon to the Lords of the Councel. by Fryday and 
Saturday next." * 

Dr Sampson aooordingly wrote and published, a tseatise.on the 
quaetien of the supremacy, with the MLowing title : — 

''Sichaidi SampsoniSyiBegii Sacelli Decani,, oratio;. quadooet, 
bortatur, adnumet omnes, potissimum Anglos, r^gi» dignitati cum 
primia ut obediant, quia uei^bam Dei pnecipitrEpiscopoBomanone 
sint audientes, qui nullo iure diuino in eos quicquam potestatis 
habet, postquam ita jubet Sex, ut illL non obediant. Qui. contm 
ftoertnt eos prmipue docet l^gem diuinam contemnere. Konesteige 

1 Fronde, SUt. qfJS»fflamd, XL 208. 

s See MS. Cott., aeop., E.,yi., It 813. The tint, which is referred to 
abOYe, vana as follows : — Fynike, To aeode for all the biuhopes of this 
realms and speoyallie for saehe as be nsrest vnto the Ooortei and to ezamyn 
them a^parte whether they by the law of god can prmre and iostefie that be 
that now is called the pope of Borne is aboue the generall oonnaaile, or the 
geaenJl oonnsalle aboue him. Or whether he hathe gynen vnto him by the 
Uw of god any more anotoryte witAin the realme then ooy other Foreyn Bia- 
■hop.*" > Ma Oott, Oleop., E, vt. It 817. 



Digitized by 



Google 



XU DB 8A1IP80N S BOOK RXFlfiRRBO TO POLl!:. 

quod sibi timeant Angli de hnmaiia quavis potestate episcopi £ho- 
[mani], qui aliam quam hamaiiaiiiy hoc est hunano conaenau, in 
Anglos non habet. Obediant igitor Deo non bominL 

'' Hsac eat neritaa Dei finnata. 

<' Londini, in JSdibns Tho. BerOieleti " (no date). 
It conaistB of 14 leavesy 4to, witb the colophon — " Thomas Berth»- 
letns Begins Impiessor Excndebai Cnm priyilegio." 

In this treatise Dr Sampson vindicated the king's action in as- 
snming the title of '^Sapreme Head of the Chnrch," and confuted 
the claim of the Pope to anj jniisdiction in England. He grounded 
the king's right to supiemaoyi ecclesiastical and civil, upon the two 
texts — ^ Let every sonl be subject unto the higher powers. For there 
is no power but of Gk>d ; the powers that be are ordained of God ; " ^ 
and *' Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
sake ; whether it be the king, as supreme/ &c* Kings, therefore, he 
argued, were God's vicars and representatives here on earth, and 
should be obeyed accordingly ; but the Pope had no jurisdiction out- 
side his province, and had no more power in England than the 
Archbishop of Canterbury at Rome.* 

With this treatise the king was greatiy pleased, and it was pub- 
lished with his authority and approval, and copies were sent to all 
persons of importance at home and abroad. 

Henry was extremely anxious to have Dr Sampson's book 
approved and supported by some name of acknowledged standing, 
and naturally his thoughts were directed towards B^ginald Pole, who 
had now attained to such a position that his opinion would carry the 
greatest weighty and, more than all others, induce the wav e rers to give 
their support to the king. 

§7. B^ginald Pole, the second son of Margaret Plantagmet, 
Countess of Salisbury, was bom at Stoverton, or Stourton, Castle, in 
the year 1500. He had been treated by Henry with especial &vour ; 
had been educated at the king's expense; had been, while 
still a boy, appointed to a rich ecclesiastical benefice, and would 
doubtiess, had his inclination or his views permitted him, have 

1 Bomans ziii. 1. * 1 Peter IL 18. 

I See Strype, Soolet, Mmim. 
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attained to the highjest poaition in ihe English CIiuicIl He 
had studied at Paris and Padua with such good lesults that, as he 
himself in 1536 states in a letter to the king, he, though still a 
young man, '* had long been conyeiaant with old men ; had long 
judged the oldest man that lived too young for him to learn wisdom 
from.''^ He had not^ however, been able to assent to the resolutions 
of parliament and conyocation relatiye to the diyorce of Henry from 
Queen Katharine^ and he had in eonsequenoe applied for and 
obtained leaye to reside for a ^ime at Ayignon, whence he afterwards 
remoyed to Padua. Meanwhile the king's feelings towards him had 
remained unchanged ; the rerenues of the deaneiy of Exeter and his 
pension were regularly paid to him, and he was exempted specially 
from the condition required of all holders of ecclesiastical benefices, 
of swearing allegiance to the issue of Anne Boleyn« To himi there* 
fore, the king's thoughts naturally turned, and in conyeisation with 
Starkey he inquired from him what he beUeved to be Pole's senti* 
ments on the subject of the Pope's supremacy and the divorce, and 
whether, if applied to, he would be likely to write in &your of Dt 
Sampson's book. To these inquiries Starkey answered cautiously, 
ihat^ although he was confident that Pole's hearty desire was to do the 
king service, yet as to his opinions on these subjects he could say 
nothing, since Pole had always preseryed a strict silence on the point 
This answer did not satisfy the king, and he therefore ordered Starkey 
to write to Pole and communicate to him. his wishes. Starkey accord- 
ingly writes as follows :* — 

(15 February, 1535.) 

(1) Syr,Imosthertelycommjsndmeyntoyou,and whereaslhaue 
byn somewhat sloo in w^yng syne I anyuyd hyther to our cuntrey, 
(where as I here the ayre bettur then I dyd wyth you in Itdy) I wyl 
now my slaknes therin by the lenghthe of thys in some parte recom- 
pense the wych I trust schal no thyng offiond you but bryng to you 
grete plesure & oomf ort Syr, as you know i^yth our fyrst aoquynt- 
ance & famylyaryte many letturys ther hath byn at sundry tymys 
betwyx ys wryten, & much communyeacyon ther hath byn also co»- 

AhdraeL 
(1) Promises to atone for past remissness in oonespondence by 
the length of this letter, which he entreats Pole to consider seriously 

> Strype, Boekt. Mmor., U. 80S. * Bad. ICa 283, leaf 181. 
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cemjiig the lostytutLon of our lyfya, wyih such f jdelyie mynyBtryd 
apou both partys as was oonuenyent to the synoeieues of oai hartya 
& myndys, but yf euer any of thes you haue jugyd to be worthy of 
remembTance, or yet dow styke in your memory & myud, I besech you 
let thes few wofdys wych I now to you wryte be put in the nombur 
of them, wyth giid adotfftysement and consyderacyon of the same, for 
the[y] conceme (he hole ordur of youi ]yfe here aftur to be lade in 
thys our cu7itrey among your natural louerys & frendys. (2) Syr, 
I was but Late by the synguler gentybies of Maystur Secretary, wos 
gudnesbothe towaid me & also to you ys so sonke in tomybrest^ that 
duiyng my lyf e I schal euer reken my /lelfe next to our prynce aboua 
al other most faythfuUy to hym bounden, for in the court to the 
kyngys seruyoe and by hys most louyng oommendacyonyssogracyously 
of hys hyghnes acoeptyd & admyttyd that schortly aftur hyt plesyd 
the same to cal me to hys presence^ and ther of yon, of your studys, 
and of your sentence & opynyon in hys gracys most weyghty 
causys here late defynyd, "most louyngly many thyngys to demande ; 
to the wych I made such answere, as euer I haue jugyd oonuenyent to 
be miide before the maiestjy of a prynce; that ys, such thyngys as I 
knowe manyfest & true playnly to affyrme, and such wherof I stond 
in dowte by coniecture only to reherce : and so your mynd, hart & 
desyre to dow hys grace true & faythf ul seruyce, wych I know no 
other wyse. then I know myn owne, I boldly dyd fifiyrme, but as 
touchyng your opvnyon in hys gracys late def ynyd causys, one of the 
matrympny^ theother concemyng theauthoryte of the pope, for as mudi 
as you euer haue Tsyd thys prudent sylence neuer to dysclose your 
sentence & mynd but in tyme & place, I coude not of your opynyon 
any ^jog theiin playnly affyrme, but yet thys to hys hyghnes I 
sayd & suerly I thougnt^ that as fer as your lemyng & jugement^ wych 
I estymyd by tyme & dylygent study somewhat was altoryd & 
incresyd, also touchyng the dycemyng betwyz goddys law & mannys 
wold streche & extend, al your powar & al su^ knolege & lemyng as 
by the gudnes of god & hys gracys lyberalyte you had obtaynyd & 
got, to file mayntenyng of such thyngys as hys gracys wysedome by 
court of parlyament therin had deored, you wold gladly coTtfer tq the 
honowre of hys hyghnes & welth of hys reams. (3) thys mueh I sayd, 
thys fer I went, but hys grace not satysfyd therwyth, desyiyng to 
haye your sentence therin playnly declatyd, commaiidyd me thys 
now to wiyte to you, that hys plesure was that you schold lyke a lemyd 
man, al asserfyon by any cause ry^yng set asyde, in thoe y causys 

Ahgtrad. 
(2) Has been appointed chaplain to the king, who had questioned him 
as to Pole's opinion respecting the divorce, &c., to which he had 
answered that Pole had never openly declaied hia opinion, but that 
he felt confident that his earnest wish was to please the king. (3) 
Henry, not satisfied with this, had ordered him to desire Pole to 
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pondiir and wej the nature of the thyngys as Dioy be in them selfey 
and pattyng a-parte al saceasya & danngeroose effectys wych of them 
may insne, lenyng al anch thyngys to hys gracys wysedome & hys 
poliycy, declare your sentence truly & playn wythout coloure or cloke 
of dyssymulatyon, (wych hys grace most pryncely abhorryth,) not 
wyllyng you of thes thyngys to make any grete volume or boke but 
bieuoly to geddur the most efifectnal resonys wych in your stomake 
be of most weyght, & them to set forth aftnr your playn fiiscyon & 
maner of wrytyng. thys was hys gracys plesure & oommandement that 
I schold to yon wryte, wych I haue as nere as my memory wold seme 
me therin truly & feythf ully now to you exerc[y]8yd. (4) now, syr, 
considur and prudently wey how pryncely a request thys ys of ours 
prynce, and then I am sure you wyl imploy your selfe wyth al 
dylygence & study to satisfye hys nobul desyie, to the wycSi also 
mastur secretary, (whose most louyng gudnes toward you gyuyth place 
to no man) most gentyly doth exhort you, wyllyng you also in any 
case, what so euer your sentence in thes causys sohal be, to vse your 
wont & custumyd playnes wyth prudent symplycyte, and me apon hys 
behalfe thys to eertyfye you, thii in case be your lemyng & jugement 
in thes materys of weyght wold strech & extend to the satysf yyng of 
the kyngys desyre & mynd, that then your retome hyther to your 
euntrey schold be gretely to Uie kyngys plesure, to your owne coiTifort, 
& much profyt tdUiereetof yourfrendys; ye andyetferther,yf sobe 
that your knolege Ss lemyng wold not seme you to thys purpos & 
request of the kyng, yet notwythstondyng wdd he aduyse you, of a 
tendur & louyng mynd, to prepare yourselfe at your conuenyent 
laser toward your cunttey, dowtyng no thyng but [th]at the kyngys 
hyghnes in other hys causys & hys af&yiys schal vse your semyce & 
most louyng & semysabul mynd. for sory he ys that ther among 
straungerys wythout prof yt to your euntrey your vertues schold be so 
vttuily diownyd & lyke as in a dreme Tanysoh away. (5) wherby, syr, . 
you may playnly penseyue the gentilnes of hys stonxake & synguler 
gudnes to al men of honesty, wych to you almost macquaynted & of 
anud iamylyaryte beryth sudie mynd, mouyd only by the opynyon of 
Tertue, wych to hym fame hatli reportyd, in so much that thys he 
wyllyd me now by my lettuiys of hys gudnes and beneuolent mynd, 
so to assure you, that in id such thyngys as.myght touche your 
preferment to my lady your mother & my lord your Iwother whome 
natnitt so straytly byndyth only he wold gyue place : idierin he 

Ahdraei. 
state in writing briefly, but openly and sincerely, his opinion on the 
two points. (4) Has been further desired by Cromwell to assure 
him that^ shocdd his opinion be favourable to the king, his return to 
England would be very welcome; but that in any case he is to 
prepare to return, as the kmg would be glad of his advice and 
assistance in other weighty matters. (5) Assures him that Crom* 
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schowyth so gentyl a stomake ibat I dare ihye boldly now say thaty 
yf ener hereaftur byt schalbe your cbaunce pr^seatly bore of tbys 
mynd in byin expeiyence to take, you sckal m I dow for bye virtue* 
& not only for bys autboryte bane bym in atabyl & reuere^it lone, 
8ucb ys bys wyeodome & in materys of state bys bygb poUycy. and 
tbus now yoa baue bard tbe most prudent aduyse & synguler 
l)eRcuolence of mastur secretary, to tbe wyeb I dowte sot but tbat 
wytb grete gladnes you wyl apply yourselfe, wyllyng tberby to 
naijsiye our pryncys plesure & desyra And now, syr, for by-cause syth 
our last departure out of our cuiatrey lytyl communyeacyon coiicem- 
yng tbes materys batbe byn betwyz vs bad, I wyl now adioyne tbes 
few wordys vn to you. (6) Pondur you wel tbys leuytycal law & bow 
byt ys rotyd in tbe law of nature, and bow by general oonseyl byt bath 
byn many tymys dedaryd & autborysyd tberby, and fortber bow 
apon the otber syde tbe sklendomes of tbys long vsurpyd & abusyd 
autboryte of tbe pope, wycb by pacyence of prywcys, simplycyte of 
•the pepul, & ambycyouse auaryce of bys predeceesorys^ in processe of 
tyme by lytyl & lytyl ys growen to thys intollerabul iniquyte, and 
tben I tbynk tbat you sclial see in tbes oausys the jugyd truth & 
playn equyte. But al tbys I leue to youi owne coMsyderacyon & 
jugeme^it, praying to bym, of whome to al mw cnireytb al lygbt^ tbat 
by bys lygbt & grace you may see tbe truth, & so tben to set byt 
forth that byt may be comfort to our pryuee, pleaure to your selfe 
and to al other here your louarys Sc frendya And tbus now, syr, I wyl 
jnake an end, fynycbyng my letturys wytb co^dortabul ne^vys that 
al such rumor & fame wycb by men of corrupt jugement not bauyng 
dyscretyon to juge & dysceme betwyx veray & true relygyon & lygbt 
& false superstycyon syth was in Italy you dyuulgyd, ys.ytturly false Ss 
ful of vanyte. (7) For of tliis do^vte you nothyng, that albehyt apon 
many resouabul & iuste causys our most nobul prynce bathe wyth- 
drawen bymselfo from the popys autboryte, yet fro7» the certayn & 
sure groundys of scrypture bys grace in no poynt ys slyde, no nor yet 
from the lawys nor ceremonys of tbe church, the wych yet stond in 
ful strenghth & autboryte ; and so the{y] scbil boldly I dare affyrme, 
vntyhsuch tyme that to bys hyghnes & to hys most wyse conseyl byt 
achal appere expedyent them to abrogate & other to substytute by 
co7nmyn assent more agreabul to tbys tyme and to the nature of our 
mcii, & also to our hole c'anti*ey more conueuyent. here ys no thyog 
downe wythout due ordiur & resonabul mean; here ys touchyng 

Abstract. 
well is prompted only by a sincere love for him. (6) Expresses hid 
confidence that Pole, on consideration of the matter, will see tbe truth 
to be on the king's side. (7) Assures Pole that there is no trutli in 
the report that the king bad sepaiated himself from the Church of 
Home in points of doctrine, or had oiijained new rites and ceremonies* 
Had it been so he himself would never have entered the king's service. 
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relygyon Aolhjng sbncffit alicrjd at al bat that w}xh was of al other 
most necessary, wych ys, as I trust, & schalbe a yeray ground & a 
foundatyon to cyuyle ordur & a true & ryght poUycy. thys ys the 
state here, and of thys one thyng I dcfw you assure, yf I had found 
tmth in dede thesr thyogya wych by mysreport ther wyth you were 
eemmynly sayd, as tiiat our pry7ice schold be slypt also from the 
graundys of scrypture, from the honowre of the sacramerityis, & horn 
el the commyn Leiwys & hoLsome ceremonys at the church wythout 
ordur, I wold neuer bane byn so wythout sense or stomake of an 
boneBl iiUKR> as at thys tyme to haue sought to entur to hys seruyce; 
for the desyre wych I haue long nuryechyd in my brest to seme thys 
ourmastor & prynce ys in thys stabyl, & I trust euer schalbe, in hys 
scruyce to seme god * my cuntrey, to the wych purpos the rest of my 
]yfa I wyl now dedycaie to hys grace & wyth sujch hart & m3md 
seme hym wythal tas ys conuenyent to a true faythful & chrystyan 
subiect towaid hys most nobul & catholyke prynce : thys yd my mynd 
& I am sure the same ys yourys, the wych I trust in factys you schal 
haue place schor^y to declare & thys I commyt you to god. At 
London the xy of Febnuvy, 

By yourys assuiyd, 
Thomas Starkey. 
Endorsedy 

Thomas Staikey to hia &end in Italy wishing him to 
geve his opinyone to the kinges grace touching his oppinyone for the 
Altering of Eelygeon and the Abdishing of the popes Authoritye. 

The bribe, howerer, thus plainly offered to Pole did not produce 
its effect so soon as the king expected. Writing on the 12th Aprils 
Pole moKilj acknowledged the receipt of Starkey's letter, excusing 
the delay in answering it by the plea that it had come to him by 
way of Florence, and had been delayed on the road. He promised, 
kowayer, that he would with all diligence apply himself to the con- 
sideration of the suhjeet, and endearour to satisfy the king's request 
as stated by Starkey; namely, that he would '^in few wordys, 
deitly & playn^y, without colouie or cloke of dyssymulacyon,'' declare 
his opinion on the matters in question. 

Starkey, who evidently had begun to feel ill at ease in conse- 
quence of the non-receipt of any answer to his letter^ felt relieved at 
this explanation, but lost no time in pressing the matter on Pole, 
and supporting the views expressed by him in his former letter by 
additional argumcmts. Bat tins was not the sole nor indeed the 
principal object of this second letter. JMore especially was he anxious 
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to explain to Pole certain events wfaieh had in the interyal ooeozted 
in England, and which weie liable to be misrepresented abroad. 

The most important of these'was the execution, on the 5th of 
May, of certain monks of the Chaitechonae and others for refosing 
to subecribe to the doctrine of the king's supremacy, or to proclaim 
in their churches and chapels that the Pope ma Antichrist The 
i^ystem adopted with xegaid to them was simple and eiq>editioiis ; 
they were condemned of high treason and hanged. Other exeea- 
tions followed on the 18th June. 

§ 8. Such an event as this was eminently calculated to excite the 
indignation of the Court of Bome, mote especially as it woitkl in all 
probability be greatiy exaggemted and misreported. With the Tiew, 
therefore^ of acquainting Pole with the true facts of the case^ on which 
be could speak with authority (haTing beeoy as he tells Pole^ one of 
those sent by Cromwell to try to persuade Beynolds to gire way and 
acknowledge the king's supremacy), and of freeing his mind from the 
ill effects of such nusrepresentations as might have xeaohed him, 
JStarkey writes as follows :^ — 

(End of May or June 15^5.) 

(1) Syr, I am glad that at the last, by your letturys of the xg of 
Apryle to Johan Walker, we haue hard of tiie reoeyte of such letturys 
as were wryte yn to you concemyng the kyngys plesure; for much 
I maruelyd that of thys long tyme I hard no thyng of the 
delyuerance of the same, wych I now peroeyue was by cause the 
lettarys cam to you by the way of Florence, but how so euer hy t 
was that they were kept from you, glad I am that at the last they 
are arryuyd to your handys, and much more glad that by the* few 
wordys you wrote in hast I perceyue you wyl wyth al dylygence 
apply your self e to satjrsfye the kyngys most nobul request & 
plesure, wych was, in few wordys derly & playnly, wythout coloure 
or cloke of dysi^ulacyon, to schow your sentence in hys lately 
defyuyd causys, the wych thyng I am sure you wyl dow i^rth glad 
hart and mynd, for yf I know you wd in sudi causys you wyl not 
dyssymbul wyth a kyng (from the wych dyssymulacyon I neuer see to 
thys day wyth any man a mynd more abhorryng) : therfor what so 
euer your sentence schalbe in the mateiys requyryd I boldly haue 
affyrmyd, both to the kyngys hyghnes & also to Maystur Secaretory, 

AMraci. 
(1) Is glad to see by Pole's letter of 13th April that he promises 

> MS.Caeoii.K.YL,kafU8. > Ma tb^. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB pope's BUPBSMAOT NOT S88BNTIAL TO SALTATION. xhc 

&at hyt achalbe Tii&ynyd Ss puie, wythout doke of djssymulacyon, 
of the wych syncere jogemewt in you the kyng ys desyrouse by-cause 
perauentur in some other hys grace hath byn thexin deceyuyd. 

(2) 6yr, of the inclanatyon of your mynd in thye behalfe, though 
the ful declaratyon you reMrue to long leyser, yet in some parte to 
Maystur Secretory by your next letturys you may sygnyfye, t?hen you 
make answere to hys letturys dyxectyd to you, the wych I am sure 
before thys tyme by the embassador of Tenyce are come to your 
handys. And^ syr, as touchyng the mater of the popys authoryte, 
we here, your frendys, put no dowte but therin you schal to the ful 
satysfactyon of the kyngys mynd see the jugyd truthe : for neuer can 
I th^ike, when I ooiisydur your jugement and lemyng, that you can 
be of thys sentence tlutt sudi a hede, or such superyoryte schold be 
of the Law of Ood & to the sahiatyon of man of hye necessyte, the 
wych sayn Jerome playnly afi^Trmyth to be constytute in remeditan. 
scismoHs & not to be of such necessite (tn 6pisto2a ad etuzgrum). 
(3) And yf I haue any lugement in any other kynd of letturys or 
dyuynyte thys I dare say, ^t thys superyoryte of long tyme gyuen 
to the pope only by the patyence of pryncys et iaeito quodam ehris- 
Hani populi consensu, by processe of tyme ys growen in as a thyng 
conuenyent to the conseruatyon of the chiystyan vnyte, but in no 
case to be of such necessyte, that, wythout the same, chrystyan 
myndys may not attayn to theyr raluatyon nor kepe the sptn/uid 
vnyte : ye and yf you wey tiie mater wel I thynke you schal 
ferther fynd thys superyoryte, as hyt hath byn of many yerys vsyd, 
sothyng to be conuenyent at al to the conseruatyon of the polytjrk 
Tnyte, the wych thyng as you know bettur than I, to whome storys 
are bettur knowen, hath byn the gretyst brake that in memory 
we haue to al chrystyan cyuylyte ; for what chrystyan pryncys haue 
we who one a-gayn a nother hath not dxawen theyr swordys for the 
mayntenance of thys authorytet And dayly I besech hym that 
gouyemyth al that in our days we see not the same ; but af tur my 
pore fancy bettur hyt ys though hyt be wyth some daungere, to cut 
yp such a rote of sedycyon in al chrystyan cyuylyte, then let hyt 
remayn to the eontynuid destmctyon of our posteryte. Thes thyngys 
I am sure you see wyth a hygher & deper consydemtyon then I can 
sttayn vn-to, whereby you sclml I trust in thys behalfe satysfye the 
kyngys mynd & plesure. For sory hys hyghnes wold be to see you 
not to reche yn-to so manyfest a truthe, (as I haue perceyuyd of hys 
grace at sundry tymys when hyt hath plesyd hys hyghnes to talke of 
you to ike dedaiatyon of hys nobul affecte wych he hearth toward you). 

Abstract. 
to endeavour to satisfy the king's request (3) He and all Pole's other 
friends are confident that the result of his examination of the subject 
will be to the king's satisfaction. (3) Declares his own conviction 
that the supremacy of the Pope as not essential to man's Balyati<», 
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(4) And as touchyng the mater of the f jnt maryiigey I dowte not also 
but wlion you ley togyddup wythout any afifectyon the weyght of 
such maryage betvvyx brother ^ systur, & the sklendurnes of such 
powar as the pope had in such causys to dyspense, you schal schortly 
by youi wysedome see of that maryage the uicoTiaenyencyi so thai 
in both pa7'ty8 grete hope I haue to see you satysfye the kyngys 
plesure and mynd, and then schortly aftur wyth grete comfort both 
to your selfe & to your fuendys so to retome in to our natyfe 
cu7itray, here to fynysch the rest of your lyfe in quyetnes & tra»- 
quyllyte. 

(5) And where as sklandeorouse fame & mysreport may perauantur 
put you in suspycyon of the contnuy, for as much as before thys I am 
sure hy t ys blowen abrode in Italy how here are put to deth monkys 
of the charturhotzse, men notyd of grete sanctyte^ you schal ynder- 
stond in few wordys the truth of the same to the intent you may by 
the dedaratyon therof, as much as lyth in you, stoppe such mysreport 
OS may therby be made to the sklaundyr of our natyon & cuntrey. 
Fyrst you schal Tnderston[d] in the laste porlyament an acte to bo. 
made that al the kyngys subioctys schold, vnder payn of tre8on,renonce 
the popys supt.'r^'oryte, to the wych acte as the rest of our natyon 
wyth one consent dyd agre so dyd thes munkys, iij piyorys & 
Baynoldys of Syon, ihe wych now of late, conirazy to tlieyr othe & 
also to the acte> retomyd to theyr old obedyence, afifyrmyng the same 
by theyr blynd superstycyouse knolege to be to the saluatyon of man 
of necessyte, & that thys suparyoryte to the pope was a sure truth 
and many fast of the Law of god, and a thyng wych was of chryst 
instytute as necessary to the conseruatyon of the spintxial ynyte of- 
thys mystical body of chryst In thys blyndnes theyr superstycyouso 
myndys were stablyd, lakkyng jugement to dysceme the dyuersyto 
betwyx the vny te spiritual & the vnyte polytycal, wych they thought 
schal run to ruyne for lake of thys hede whome they made i7?imedyate. 
juge vndcr chryst, on whose jugement al, as of the yyoar of chryst, 
chiystian men ought of necessyte to hange. In thys opynyon most 
sturdy ly stode Kaynoldys, whome I haue hard of yore many tymys 
praysyd, who was so rolyd therin that he could admyt no reson to 
the contrary. Dyuerse were sent to them in pryson by the kyngya 
commandement to instruct them wyth the truthe, but in that opynyon 
both he & the rest were so blyndyd & atordy t^t nother they could. 

Abdraet, 
but rather a cause of dissension and sedition. (4) As regards tbtf 
divorce, he is oertain that Pole will at once see the imprt^ety of a 
marriage between a brother and sister, and that the Pope has no power 
of dispensation in such oases. (5) As to the exeeution of the Cluster- 
house monks, they had been put to death for. afiuming the Pope's 
supremacy to be an essential article of belief^ contrary to an Act of 
Parliament lately passed, and were therefore goilty of txeasoti, for 
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Boa the truth in the canfle, nor jet gyoe comienyent obedyenee dne to 
such personya, as of them selfe can not see the truthe. Wherfor, 
occordyng to the couise of the law, as rebellys to the eame^ & dys- 
ohodyent to the piyneoly authoryte, and as p^/isonys wych, as mnch 
as ky in them, haae rotyd a sedycyon in thys commynalty, they 
most justely haue sufiryd thys wordly dethe, whose synnys & 
biyndues I besech our lord pardon. 

(6) Thys ys the truth of thys mater, wherof I can certaynly assure 
you, for by the lycens & oommatidoment of blaster Secretory I was 
admyttyd to here Kaynoldys raysonys, & to confer sucli lyght as god 
hath gyoen me in the same cause wyth hym. In whomo I promys 
you I nother found strong rayson to mayniene hys purpus, nor yet 
grete leroyng to the defence of the same. Wyth hym I co?iferryd 
gladly, for sory I was for many causys that a man of such fame as he 
was here notyd both for vdrtue & lemyng, schold dye in such a 
blynd & sup^rstyoouse opynycm, but no thyng coud avayls but 
that he wold in that opjrnyon as a dysobedyent person to th\9 kyngys 
lawys suHuT hys deih, wyth the other of the same mynd ; wherof they 
them selfe were the cause, in so much that hyt semyd to me they 
sought thcyr owne deth, of the wych no man can be justely accusyd 
but they themselie.. Thys thyng, syr, as occasyon, tyme & place doth 
roquyre, you may commyn ther, as you schal thynke hyt expedyent^ 
aud to such as you may perceyue by mysreport are other ways 
informyd, for thys ys the truth, that I haue brouely touchyd by thes 
letturys vn to you. 

After Starkey had written as above, but, as it seems, before he 
had despatched his letter, he receiyed a further communication from 
Pole, dated 22nd April, in which he promises to consider the matter 
carefully, and to examine into all the ecclesiastical and other authori- 
ties on the point It would seem from a passage in 6tarkey's reply 
to this letter tiiat Pole had stated that a couple of months or so 
would intervene before he could forward his written opinion. To 
this the king does not appear to have raised any objection, but only 
to have repeated his wish that Pole would not make any ** grete or 
long volume " on the matter, but state his views as briefly as possible. 
Starkey accordingly wrote to Pole QiiB. Cott., Cleop. E. Yl., leat 360;. 

AhOraet. 
which, and not for their religion, they were condemned. (6) Of the 
facts of the case he could speak with authority, having been sent by 
Cromwell to argue with Keynolds, whom he had Ibund blinded by 
superstitious obstinacy. He himself regrets the death of these men 
very much, and hopes Pole wUl correct any misreport of the matter. 
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(I) Aftur I had wiyte thys much vn to you p^roeynyng yotur mynd 
somewhat of yotur letturys to Johan Walker, wych were receynyd apofi 
Wyt8o» morn, the same day at nyght I leoeynyd your letturys to me 
of the xxij of apryle, the tenoure wherof I haae schowyd to the 
kyngys hyghnes, who gratefully toke your mynd as I ooud peroeyu^y 
but somewhat meroelyng that you schold take so much plesuie in 
your quyat & scolastycid studys, as I schowyd hys grace you dyd, 
wyllyng you m thes materys requyiyd, accordyng to your duty, as wel 
toward hys hyghnes as toward your cuntrey, to set aparte al such 
scolastical respectys, to the declaiatyon of your lemyd jugement^ 
wherby you myght in settyng forth such a truth ptr^fyt your cuntrey, 
the wych thyng I am sure you wyl, so I affyrmyd, that you wold dow 
(2) By al ^les ij monethys your sentence schalbe lokyd for, in the 
declaratyon wherof, as I haue wryte to you before, you 8<mal not nede to 
wryte anygrete or long volume, but tefi^ur your styles as your prudence, 
lemyng & jugement' schal serue you therin, in the wych thyng our 
k>rd gyue you hys lyght that you may see the sure A oertayn truthe : 
wherof I haue grete hope when I oonsydur the saying of scripture, 
wherin hyt ys sayd that by puryte of mynd the lyght of truth ys 
sonyst perceyuyd, and your mynd to thys day I haue not yet knowen 
spottyd wyth any notabol affectyon. (3) Maystur Secretory also, of 
hys most gentyl & louyng mynd toward you and of hys grete wysedome 
& synguler prudence, wyllyng you to pondur thys thyng wel, that ys 
of secrete & quyat studys the vncertayne frute, wych hengyth for the 
most parte of the blynd Jugement of the redar is of the posteryte^ 
and apon the other syde the wyse & prudent handelyng of contro- 
u^rsys of weyght in thys our present age, to the ordur wherof we 
in thys tyme specyally be of nature borne & brought forth, as the 
posteryte to materys oi theyr tyme, the close & manyfest defyny* 
tyon wherof also hathe annexyd and joynyd therto sure Ss certavn 
frute wych ys the stablyschyd quyetnes of the commyn wele — by 
the ponderyng of thys he jugyth in some parte you may be mouyd 
resonably at Uie last for a certayn tyme to sot aparte your scolastycal 
studys, to the wych also you may as tyme & oocasyon schal seme you 
therto haue recourse agayne. (4) Maystur Baynton also, vy[ce]cham- 
burleyn to the queue, your old louer & frende, to wfaome liie kyng3rB 
plesure ys not vnknowen, aftor most hartye oomendatyonys> apon hys 
behaUe wylled me thys to wryte to you, that you schold wel consydur 

Ahgtrad. 
(I) Acknowledges receipt of Pole's letter of 22nd April, which he 
haa shown to the king, who had expressed his satisfaction at it, but 
(2) hoped that Pole will not make any great Tolume on the subject, 
nor consume too much time in searching into the writings of ancient 
scholars which were not suited to the altered state of things ; in which 
hope (3) Cromwell and (4) his friend Baynton join, the latter im- 
pressing on Pole the nature and extent of his ob^gationa to the king. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Fou^s ANSWSB TO btabket's lsttibb. zziii 

liowUiekyngysbys^iiiiflsmofltgnieyoiialjr aerohyth, A eofirhalh downe^ 
a conaenyent mean to set you in such case that he myght accordyng 
to the fame of your yertues & merytys handyl & intrete you ; and 
ferthermoie wel to consydor how much the kyng of hys giete gudnes 
gyuyng -vn-to your lemyng & Jugement, whom he knowyth much 
wyllyng to haue your oonsent in hys gxete causys although they be 
defynyd akedy, in so much that your jugeiment therto can lytyl 
avaunee, except pdrauentur in some poiie to the confyimacyon therof. 
Thes thyngw I was wyllyd to wiyte vnto you to wiyte, wych, though 
hyt gvetely nedyd not at al for bycause you of your self e are 
sufficyently s^rrryd to the f ulfyllyng of the kyngys plesuie therin, 
yet I jugyd hyt to pertayne to my duty both towaid you & towaid 
them to oertyfye you theiof^ wherin I can no more say but pray to 
god to gyue you sack lyght as ys conUenyent to that mynd wych 
kbouzyth for the ensaEoli^nDg of the truth. 

On the 3id June Pole wrote again to Starkey. ' He repeated his 
piomise to give the subject his most careful considezation, and reiterated 
more strongly his earnest desire and readiness to do all in his power 
to serve the king and fulfil his pleasure ; but he added that in 
his writing in this cause he would ** wei^^ Scripture, laying apart all 
authoryte of men." He again excused his delay in answering Starkey's 
and Cromwell's letters by stating that he had been waiting for further 
instructions from the latter, which had been sent to him in the 
diaige of the ambassador of Venice, and had been delayed on the 
road. In all probability, however, the true reason was that in the 
mean time he had been feeling his way at the Court of Home. Pole 
in faet wished, before oommitting himself to any decided action in 
favour of either the king's or the Pope's party, to see which side 
was likely to give him the highest reward for his support He saw 
his chance^ and he utilind it to the utmost advantage %y^tempoiizing 
with the kmg while he was making his ground sure at Bome.^ 

§ 9. For such a man Starkey was no match in matters of business 
or diplomacy* Pole's delay in answering his letteis he attri.buted only 
to a possible unwillingness on the part of the laitter to be drawn into 

> FhilliiM, In his SHitmy €f Be^inuild l^Oe^ London, 1767, 1. 74, 75^ repro- 
duoes the story of Hemy's havtiiflb in 1629, offend PolS the arcbblahoprio of 
Tork if he would give his 8ii|^rt in favour of the klng*8 divoroe, of the 
i^eotioQ of the offer hy Pole, and of the sabaequent intenriew between them, 
with its romantio oonoluBion— a story which Burnet characterizes as "a 
roinantio adyentore, invented by Sanders • . • and mentlftted by no 
oontonporaiy writer." 
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the matter at aU. BSs mind was therafoie oonsideniLIj lelieved on 
the receipt of Pole's letter with the explanation of the delay, and 
he at onoe wrote again, uiging the pressing nature of the business^ 
and supporting his view of the subject with additional arguments 
(MS. Cott., Cleop. R VI., leaf 356) :— 

(t August, 1535.) 

(1) Syr, You haue downe wel that by your lettnrys of the thryd 
of lune you haue somewhat more at large openyd your affect^n] & 
wyl to scrue the kyng in the cause of you requyryd. Wherin 
though of your wyl, wych I know euer to be redy to seme the kyng 
in al poyntys that you may, I dyd no thyng dowtia, yet by your long 
sylence mouyd I coude not but feare lest the cause had lytyl lykyd 
you, but now I perceyue you haue byn slakker in wrytyng bycauso 
you mor lokyd for ferther instructyon by Mastur Secretorys letturys, 
wych haue byn longur by the way than the ambassador of venyce at 
hys departure made to me sure promys they schold ; but now you 
haue al wych haue byn to you wrytanin thys cause, hereaftur I schal 
i;iot cesse to loke for your answere, trustyng that hyt schal be wyth 
such iugement & grauyte as ys conuenyent to your lemyng & to the 
expectatyon that men haue hsre therof . (2) For syth hyt ys so as by 
your lettnrys yon dsckre that wyth al dylygence you wyl wey scripture 
theriny leying aparte al authoryte of mam, I dowte not also but that 
you wyl wy& lyke Jugement in examynyng of the same put asyde 
al such preiudicia as by custume and tyme in sympul myndys be 
reputyd of grete wajrght ; wherof we haue lamefftabnl expezyence beva 
in our cuntoey, by the biyndnes of many wych lately haue sulTxyd : 
hauyng no thyng of pioment to lay agayn the authoryte of. law, but 
only long custume, and vsage of many yerys, and auncyent opynyonys 
' wherin Uieyr fatherys haue dyed, they lake the true jugement of 
polytyke thyngys — wych be of thys nature that of neoessyte in 
piocesse of tyme & in many yerys euer by lytyl & lytyl grow to 
iniuste extremyte, non other wyse than the body of man by the 
course of nature euer in tyme fallyth in dekay is natural debylytch— the 
wych tliyng not wel cofzsyderyd hath causyd dyuerse here of late, not 
wythoutsorow of many honest myndys stubbumely to repugne to the 
cotnmyn poUycy, whose exampul I am * sure schal wyth you no thyng 
wey, whome I haueknowen, euerwythout any exteryor & vayn respecte, 
euer loke wyth a constant & stabyl mynd to truth & honesty e : (3) in 

Abgtraet, 

(!) Expresses his pleasure at Pole's promise to oonsider the points 

as desired, and his professions of anxiety to please the king. (2) 

Hopes that Pole will enter upon the question with a mind free of all 

prejudices arising from long custom and use. (3) That the supremacy 

* 1 Leaf 856, back. 
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80 mach ihatof thyg I dow make wyth my aelfe almost asuiegromid^ 
& of your ingement me semyth am eeitayn, that by your dylyp^ent 
pondeiyug both of storys & scripture in thys behalfe, you wyl soone 
see how that chrystys doctryne determ[yn]yth no one kynd of 
pollycye bat in al statys may be stablyschyd & gxoondyd, so that thys 
superyoryte & vnyte of Qod, ys not to be reqjayiyd of necessyte, but 
haagyth only apon mete pollycy, for as much as chxyst sayd, regnnm 
meum mm est de hoc mundo, & in a nother place as you know, quia 
me GOJistituit diuisoiem inter tos^ by the refuse wherof, as I take hyt, 
ha wold declare al such thyngys to be left to the gouemance of ma» 
aiidwordlypoilycy. (4)The8thyngysIthynkeschalbe8omewhatinyou7 
mynd co^ermyd by the redyng of Marsilius, whome I take, though 
he were in style rude, yet to be of a grete iugement^ & wel to set out 
thys mater, both by the authoryte ofscriptuie & gud reysonys groundyd 
in phylosopHy, uid of thys I pray you send me your jngemeftt 
(5) Syr, as touchyng Waier Gespero, whose excellent vertae & lemyng 
are to me knowen as they be to you, I can not be but gkd ; how be 
hyt I thynke he schal more rather gyue & adde honowre to the ordur, 
then therof to take any ornament, and yf I had not sure oonfydence 
in hys dyuyne nature & as you say angelycal, I wold somewhat feaze 
lest by thys dygny te he schold also conceyue the nature of a cardynal — 
of whomo thor I haue hard many tymys sayd that wyth the hatte 
wyl remayne nen^r nother honowre nor yet honesty — but lie by hys 
synguler vartue may be perauenture a meane to restore to that ozdur 
some dygnyte : but as touchyng thys parte, that yf he we^ pope as I 
ooniocture truly he schortly schalbe, he ^ schold restore in chrystys 
cliuxch the old ^nyte, of tikys I haue no expectatyon at al, for that 
▼nyte ys now so open & playn that men I thynke schal neuer in our 
days desyre hyt to be restoryd agayne aftur that sorte as hyt hath byn 
ysyd. (6) To thys I suppose not only the nature angelycal of mastui 
gaspero ys not suffycyen^ but the angellys of heuyn yf they schold 
come to prech that superyoryte agayn, of many I thynke they schold 
scamely be hard, for so hyt ys iugyd by wyse men to repugne to gud 
ordur & commyn pollycy, that they seme to lake iugement wych wold 
by any man haue that to be restoryd agayne. How be hyt of thys now 
I wyl speke no more, for I dowte not but in weying tbys mater you 

Abstract 
of the Pope is a matter not of religion but of policy. Christ himself 
refused aU earthly power, saying, '* My kingdom is not of this world ;" 
by which He plainly left worldly matters to be regulated by men« 
(4) In support of his view he refers Pole to Marsilius. (5) Is glad 
to hear of Gaspero's being raised to the rank of cardinal, but hopes 
his nature will not change like that of other cardinals, for " with the 
hat remains neither honour n.or honesty." (6) Not even Gaspero^ 
if made PopC; would be able to restore the Pope's authority in 

« Leaf867. • 
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flchal see thys to be trae bettor than I can other oonceyue or exprene. 
(7) And, syr, wber as yon wryte that when you wryte to the kyng 
you wyl wythal make answere to mcuha socretorys lettaiys, me 
semyth you are oner slake therm, how be hyt I can not p^roeyue 
hys gentyhies to be much offendyd therwyth; he foisyth not 
much of your answere to hym, so that to the kyng you nuJce such 
answere as may be to the honowre of god, & settyng forth of the 
truthe, wherby you schal both piofyt your ountrey & bryng much 
eomf orte to your self e & to your louarys & frend3r8 ; of thys mcutur 
secretory semyth to be desyrouse, wherin you see how much you aie 
-to h3rs gudnes bounden, and not only for thys, but also for other hjs 
grete ge»ty Ines, wy ch dyuerse ways he hath scho wyd & dayly doth to 
other of your frendys, wych as I take hyt he gladlyer doth for your 
sake & for the loue wych he beiyth to you, conceyuyd by opynyon of 
such yertues as bereportyd to be in you, wherof I tnut at your retorne 
you schal schow manyfest ezpeiyence, tha wych I pny god schortly 
may be to your comfort. 

With this letter is a small slip of paper in Starke/s haadwritingy 
which appears from internal evidence to be in all probability his copy 
of a short letter from Cromwell to Pole enclosed in his own. It runs 
as under (leaf 357) : — 

Syr, af tur my most harty recommendatyonyB thys schalbe in few 
& schort wordys to requyie, you accordyng to the callyng that our 
lord Jem Chryst, hath callyd & indeuyd you, that ys to say, as wd 
wyth the gyft of gud lettuies and ynderstondyng as wyth the most 
excellent gyft of jugement in the same, ye wyl indeuur your selfe to 
make answere vn-to such thyngys as be contynyd in mastur Sterkey's 
lettuxeB to you wrytyn at tiiys tyme, by the kyng our mastuiys & 
soueraynys expresse commandement, A that the same answer may be 
such A of such grauyte as the lyght A truthe therof may be to the 
honowre of god & the satysf actyon of hys hyghnes : wherof I assure 
you I wold be as glad as any parent or f rend ye haue lyuyng, not 
dowtyng in your approuyd wysedome & jugement but that ye wyl 
extend the gjitjB gyu^n vn-to you in such wyse and leuyng al your 
respectys or affectyon, wole so inserch your conscyence & jugement 
for the truth as ye wole both dyschar^ your selfe agaynst god A 
your prynce, in dowyng wherof you schal assurydly dow the thyng 
much to the increse of your meryte A fame. Wherin, as he that ys 
your assuryd frend to hys lytyl power, I requyre yow to haue indyf- 

Abgtract. 
England as it had been, no, nor yet an angel from heaven. (7) 
Hopes Pole will not neglect to answer Cromwdrs letters, who has in 
many ways diown his action towards him by kindness to his 
fnende. 
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ferent oonsjdenlyon & soioordor your aelfe therm as the expectafyon 
of your frendys wythe the jugement of al men that knowyth you 
may be satysfyd in that behalfe, & thus our lord send you no worse 
to fare then I wold ye dyd at London. 

§ 10. From internal eridence it is dear that it was about this time 
that Starkey wrote the letter to Cromwell which is printed by Mr 
Collier in his Nine Historical Leiters alluded to below. In it he 
apologises for not having written before on the plea of an attack of 
ague. He encloses a ** lytyl scrole ^ which he hopes Cromwell will 
find time to read ; refers to the death of *' Baynolds of Sion," and 
afterwardi to Pole, of whom he says, ** apon the erth lyyyth not a 
more synoere and pure hart then hath Mastur pole^ & lease spottyd 
wyth dyssymulacyon, therf or, whatsoever Hastet Pole thynkyth in 
thes cau^s the kyng sdhortly & playnly sehal know." 

He expresses the hope that Cromwell will ^take occasyon to 
speke wyth the kyngys hyghnes of so pore a man as [he is] to 
staUyah in hys giaoe such opynyon of [him] as [his] hart doth 
deserve .... for to hys 8e[r]vyoe [he is] mouyd by love & f aythf ol 
observaunce, & by no wordly benefyte nor wordly avauncemente.** 

Pole's letters to Starkey had been, it would seem, so skilfully 
worded that the latter was very confident that the result would be 
one gratifying to the king, and no doubt he signified as much to his 



S 11. But there had been a letter, or rather a treatise^ by Pole 
written, as it would appear from a passage in the following letter 
from Starkey (see p. xxviii, L 5, and p. zzz, L 33), before the king had 
instructed the latter to write to him asking for his opinion, in which 
he seems to have discussed the subject more as a matter of policy than 
of divinity, pointing out the dangers which might possibly arise from 
the course which had been pursued, but not touching at all on the 
very points on which the king was most anxious to have his opinion, 
vi&, whether his marriage with Queen Katherine was legal according to 
divine law, and whether the supremacy which the popes had for 
00 many centuries claimed for themselves was in accordance with the 
same rule. It was on these points that the king desired his opinion, 
and not on the probable or possible political results of the course 
which he had adopted, and he therefore ordered Starkey to write to 
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Pole to this effect Staikey accordingly wiote in the following 
terms (MS. Cott, Qeop. E. VL, leaf 361) :— ■ 

(1 1535.) 

(1) Syr. You wrote before in our pryncys cause of your owne 
mocyon : wherin you schowyd louyngly the daungerys tliat myght of 
hys cause folow, but the mater hyt selfe as hyt ys here by the kyng 
most scharply jagyd you dyd not almost touche. Wherfor now the 
kyng, as I haue wry t^ requyryth your lemyd lugement : & that you 
schold leue your prudent and wytty poUycy tyl you be requyryd. 
The poyntes be thes, wych though you ryght wel of your selfe know 
yet I wyl put them a lytyl af tur my mynd before your yes. 

(2) An matrimoniiim cum lolicta fia^is, sb eo GOgnita,^ sit ioie 
divino licitu7}k 

In thys and in the rest alsO| though the kyngys plesure be you 
schold gyue place to no mannys p6r8uasy9n nor authoryte, as I am 
sure you wyl not; yet for the loue that I beie Tn-to you & for the 
desyre that I haue that you sohold se the lugyd tratiiy I wyl note 
certayn placys of weyght af tur myn opynyon in thes thyngys to 
be C(?7isyderyd, euer leuyng your owne jugemewt fre. 

(3) And fyrst for thys poynt oonsydur how ihys law ys lotyd in 
nature : pondnr hyt by thys rule yf hyt seme to you gu[dej : al 
tbyng wych byndyth man to the obseruatyon therof : al law wryten 
put asy[de] for the conseruatyon of the cyuyle polytyke lyfe vnyu^- 
sally cowuenyent to the dygnyte of the nature of man : al such I 
thynke ys rotyd in the law of nature. Apply tby[s} rule wythout 
affectyon, & wyth a ryght ye examyne hyt in thya case. 

Ajid then for the second poynt, an lyceat diapensai'e^ esy I thynke 
hyt schap] be to fynd the popys powar extendyth not therto. And 

Ahttrttd, 
(1) Has been desired by the king to point out that Pole's answer 
had not really touched the matter at issue, and to tell him to keep his 
opinions on the policy of the king's acts till they are asked for. (2) 
Again states the questions to be answered : Ti&y (a) la marriage with 
A btothfii^s widow lawful] (3) Arguments against it: Ist^the law of 
nature ; 2ndlyy the Pope's power of diBpensation did not, and ought 
not to, extend to such a case. Such power was a usurpation on the 
part of the Popes, and had nerw been granted to them by any general 

1 Starkey here appears to fake as an undispoted fact that the marriage 
between Arthur and Katharine of Anngon had been oonsaiBBiated. Bat this 
is T617 doubtful. Arthur was married on Koyember 6, 1501, and died in the 
beginning of the following April, when he was only 14 yean of age. SVom the 
Slmameoi State Papsn, JtoUi S§rie$, ed. Beigenrotb, it k dear that Henry 
VII. himself did not consider that the marriage had been consummated, as it 
appears that, in order not to have to restore Katharine's dowry, he proposed 
to marry her himself after his Bon*s death. 
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though hyt were expedyent for the uroidly pollycj for to haue dis- 
pensatyon, as hyt was jMraoentuie in the kyngys cafuse], yet hyt ys 
not expedyent any one man to hane such powar to breke such Law 
80 roty d in natore, and apon thys ground hyt appeiyth to me fer[ther] 
tha[tl the pope schold not haue powar not only to dyspoTtse wyth 
any law so rotyd in nature^ but also that he hath not powar (nor 
coRuenyent hy [t] ys that he sohold haue) : ye though he were made 
hede of the churc[h] powar to dyspsTsse wyth la^Yys made in general 
conseyl, catholyke lawys, & Ynjnareal groundys^ oideynyd for the 
conseroacyon of chrystyan iyf e in al ehrysl^s ehurohe, and though he 
<hathe ysyd the contrary, hyt wa% I thynke, a mysTse & vsurpyd by 
the reaon wherof now hyt ys spyd, now hyt doth fal, now hyt ys 
plnkkyd iustely away. 

Loke also & pondur thys whether euer the hole authoryte of 
makjng, of abrogatyng, of dyspensyng wyth catholyke lawys & 
Yidnemd gronndys of chrystian lyuyng, were ener gyuen & traf»- 
latyd to the pope by any law wryten in general conseyl, wydi were 
necessaiy to fynd yf we schold attrybute such authoryte. as to the 
emperourys we fynd legem regiajii qua poteetas senatus & popuH eiat 
in prindpem coUata. 

^4) ^ The second pryncypal mater >~an supeiioritas quam multis in 
seculis romanus pontif ex aibi vindicauit sit ex iure diuino. Here you 
must way the placys of the gospel & scriptuiBi^ wherin I thynke you 
schal fynd non manyf estly prouyng that ; ^e commyn placys you know 
how y* they are vnderstood contrary therby dyuerse A many, as when 
the dyscypelys of chryste contendyd for snperiorite yon know what 
ohryst sayd ; you know how poule eonfessyth Hie] knoyth only christ 
for heed, cyuyle & polytyke hedys he confeesyd many, 9ed iure diuino 
fwHunk Ferther loke to the begynnyng of the church when the 
truth therof was bettur knowen ^han hyt ys nowe. In the actys of 
the apoetylys you schal fynd no such thyug, and aftur the apoatylys 
, days the ii\j patriarchys of Jeru8ale7n, of Antioch, of Constanti- 
[nople], of rome had among them no superiorite. 

(5) Loke ferther how tJ^e grekys f ele from the church catholyke as 
-we cal now, chef ely for bycause the byschope of rome wold be chefe 
hede ; you know what ys to be gyuen to the jugement of the grekys 
In the ]nt«9-pretatyon of scripture bettur than I dow. 

Abstract, 
counciL ^4) The second question : Is the supremacy claimed by 
the Pope rounded on Divine law) He points out that there are no 
passages of Scripture on which to ground it, and that the bishops of 
Antioch, Jerusalem, Constantinople, and Eome were originally equal 
in authority; that (5) this assumption by the Bishop of Rome of 
supremacy had caused the septration of theiOreek and L^in Churches. 

1 Leaf 861, back. 
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The conientyon betwyx Petor & Potile takyth away such snperi- 
oiyte as ys gyuen to the succeBsorys of Petnr. 

Pondnr why more from the byschope of Antyoche than of Borne 
such saperiorite ys taken away aeyng Petor was byschope of bothe. 

(6) Thes certayn poyntys I now wiyte to you^ nan quia preiudieiunt 
aliquod afferrent : the kyngys plesnro js that you schold, wythout any 
pieiudiciid affectyon taken of any man apom one parte or other, wyth 
a sincere mynd & wyth that lyght that god hath gyue» you in 
scripturys & lemyng gyue your sentence. And as touchyng the pollycy 
of bothe the materys & of bryngyng them to eflEecte, wfih hys grace 
hathe now dowen whether hyt be wei dowen or yl he requyiryth no 
jogement of you, as of one that in such thyx^js hath nogrote expeiy- 
ence as yet As whether hyt be conueny |en^ that ther Mhold be one 
hed in the church & that to be the byschope of rome, set thjrs asyde^ 
& in hys cause of matrimony, whether the poUycy that he hath Tsyd 
theiin be profytabul to hys leame or no, leue that asyde ; only schow 
you whether, yf the fyist matiTmony were to makci whether you wold 
approue that then or no, and the cause why you wold not» & thus 
vey the thyng in ^hyt selfe as hyt ys in hys owne nature & put a 
parte feare of al daungerys, hope of al gud wych schold suocede & 
hangyth apon wordly foUjcjf and so derely wythout affectyon other 
of kyng or queue breuely gyue your sentence And thus' you schal fyat 
honoure god &truth; & second also satysfye the kyng, wych sayd to 
me thes wordys, that rather he had you were bei^d ther then you 
schold for any wordly premotyon & piofyt to your selfe dyssymbul 
wyth hym in thes grete and weygbty causys. 

Thus* you haue my mynd & the kyngys plesure withal, and yf 
case be that you reche to the jugyd truth, you nede not to feare, aftur 
my mynd, that men schold lay to you lyghtnesof mynd & chaungyng 
of sentence, for as far as I can comectum you dyd affyrme noathyng 
in the cause *as was convenyent for airogancye hyt ()) any thyng 
affynne but only that wych by the word of god we haue declaryd 
to YS, wherfore you dyd *' only put before hys yes the daungerys' 
wych hangyd apon wordly pollycy. Yf I remembyr thys you dow, I 
can not wel tel for I neuer see nor red your boke but onjra as you 
know wel, at the wych tyme hyt semyd to me you wrote so pro* 
bably that hyt put me in a feare of daungetys to oo[m6], but I trust 

Abitraa. 
(6) The king desires Pole to set aside all questions as to poJieif, and, 
without looldngtoany danger or advantage that might arise, give his 
opinion, sincerely and impartially, as to one who would ntii&c see 
him dead than deceitfuL 

1 Leaf 862. ' Ma fliys. 

* The words between ^arfrlnserted both tbore the line and in the maigiii; 
the order of the olause b not quite dear, but this seems to be the best sense 
that can be made of it. 
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the gadnes of god & pxouydence of our most wyse prynce echal aaerte 
& tumo al sache calamyte by maimys coniectuie foiseyn from thys 
our cuntrey. 

Dyrecte your knolege yf you see node by mastur gaspwo, the 
byachope of chete, wyth other such men of hye lemytig & iugem[ent]. 

§ 12. These repeated requests and solicitations at last had their 
desired effect On the 27th May, 1536, Pole forwarded to the king 
his book De Unions Ecdeaiatftica^ with the following letter : — 

''Pleaseth it jour grace to vnderstond that wheras, furst by 
Master Sterkeys letters, chapleyn to your grace, and afterward by 
Master secretory confyrmeng the same, I was aduertysed that it was 
your grace pleasure I shold by my wryting open to your grace my 
aentence concemyng the superiorite of the pope in the churche, 
wyth other artycles belongyng to the same, adfijojmeng thervnto such 
reasons as dyd most induce me to encJyne to that parte I toke ; 
assureng me the sam» shold be most acceptable to yottr grace, yf, 
WitAou^t affection of ony parte, or respecte other but only of the 
very truthe, I shold playnly sett furth my sentence. I, therforo, 
gevyftg credence to thys enformation and obeyng to your plesure, 
Bane, wyth all playnes, comprised in a boke my hole sentence, wych 
I have sent to your grace by thys bearar. Aud now how it schall 
satysfye your grace &at I have wryten, I thynke he knoweth only 
in enjuB manu sunt carda regum : for thys knolech I wyll not gyve 
to your grace, nor to no man, how grete so euer he be, in yerth, to 
know somuch of hys owne mynd td^ore he here the truthe how he 
shal be moued w/tAall : but god only hath thys knolech, wych at 
hys plesure ys to gyue the lyght of hys spyrite, more or lesse ; so ho 
maketh the haite of vmn more or lesse contentyd wyth the trothe : 
wherfore to hys goodness now all my prayere shal be, in whom ys all 
my trust for l^e knolech of the truthe to be4)«rsuadyd to your grace. 
And as toohyng my purpose in the dyscorse of my boke to the 
manyfestyng of my sentence, yf it please your grace to have f urder 
enformation, I have geven instructions therof to thys bearar, to 
whom it may please your grace to gyve credence.^ Thus prayng to 
almyghty god to presume jour grace in highe houore, to the co»tont- 
ation of your most noble hartys desvre, the same agreyng to hys 
plesure. Writen at Yenyce the xxriy day of May, 

By your faythiull s^ruant, 

Baynold Pole. 

Indorsed :— " From Pole the xxv^j* day of May : " addressed " To 
the Kyngef Grace."* 

■ These «'add!tlaiial instractloiis" are in MS. Oott Oeop. S. vl, leaf .?34. 

* Frifm the original in the Pablio Beoord Office, State Pkipera, Herny VIII. ; 
•Mh« Pole letters, as transmitted by Mr Collier," Sept 1859. (See App^ndim 
to 'lUt Report of iko JDcputy Keeper &f PMic Becordi, p. 47.) Privately 
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In this tieatiae Pole not only dealt with ihib aigomente addnoad 
in Dr Sampson's book, but also commented fieely and sharply on 
the king's private life and character, so much so indeed as to lay 
himself open to the charge of base ingratitude. 

Before he forwarded the book to England, Pole had shown it to 
two of his friends in Eome, Contarini and Priuli, who lemonstxatod 
with him on the tone which he adopted, pointing out that by treating 
Henry in such a manner he would not only draw down the king's 
vengeance on himself, but would also involve his relations in his own 
danger. 

To this Pole replied that their observations were very just^ and 
that he was aware of their truth, but since flattery and temporizing 
had hitherto been the source of all the evil, the only remaining hope 
was in exposing the naked truth. ** li^ however (he says), when you 
have read through the work you still think, notwithstanding what I 
have said at the beginning and end, that it wants other correctivesi 
I will submit it to those which you may judge proper, having 
nothing more at heart than your approbation." And in a further 
letter to Priuli he declares that he had entered upon the blamable 
part of the king's character with the utmost reluctance, and that he 
had been persuaded to do so only by his great desire to promote 
Henry's welfare, which could never be done unless the king himself 
were brought to a sense of his faults. ** How (he says) can this be 
done unless they are placed before his eyest Who will undertake 
this except myself 1" 

In his Apoloffia Pole deohzes that he read over the book before 
sending it to England, not without some thoughts of suppressing it, 
but that finding certain leaves which contained the sharpest strictures 
on the king's character cut out| he suspected that they had been 
purloined by some of his enemies for the purpose of sending them to 
Henry and doing him injury, and he therefore determined to forward 
the book as it was to the king. 

He adds that with the book he sent to the king a letter full of 

printed by Ur J. P. OoUier, in 1871, with the title "Mm BiMtoHMU Letten 
of the jRei0n rf Henry VllL^ written by Ranald Pole, Thomas Cromwell, 
Miohael Throckmorton, and Thomas Btarkey. Copied from the originals." 
There is another copy of Throokmorton*s letlen in US. Cott, Nero, B. tI 
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^Section and daty, assuring him that what* was written was written 
to him alone, and had been shown to none whose knowledge of the 
matter oould cause any harm or danger; that he himself would 
suppress the work so long as he saw an j hopes of being able to 
acknowledge in a more pleasing argument how much he was indebted 
to the king for his education and so many other marks of the royal 
bounty.^ 

At the same time he alludes to the fact that some of his state- 
ments had been called in question, and defies any person to point 
out a single false statement' 

Pole seems, howeTer, to have at least partially regretted the tone 
of the book, for not all the iiguries inflicted on him by Henry could 
induce him to allow it to be printed, nor was it till after a German 
bookseller had published an unauthorized and incorrect version from 
a pirated copy that he in self-defence consented to the publication of 
a true and authorized edition. 

As to the delay in forwarding the book, Pole in his Apologia 
seems to wish it to be understood that he was anxious, if possible, tp 
escape the necessity of sending it at all, but had, as he says, seized 
the opportunity presented by the death of Ann Boleyn, because then 
he felt that the king would either wander beyond all hopes of reform- 
ation or, if addressed in time^ might be induced to return to the 
laudable paths which he had forsaken. 

But such a surprise was this treatise to Henry, who had been led 
by Starkey to be firmly conyinced that its contents would be fieiTonr- 
able to his cause, that the natural result was the disgrace of the latter. 
Starkey himself, it is dear, was astonished beyond measure, and there 
is not the slightest reason to belieye that in raising such hopes in the 
king's mind he was influenced by any other motire than a sincere 
belief in their fulfilment. 

Starkey, on the receipt of the book, acting as Pole's true friend, 
desired that it might be committed to the judgment of some learned 

^ See Phillips's Z\fe of BsginaXA PoUy Vol. I. p. 186. This cannot mesQ 
the letter printed above, p. xzxi, but may refer to the AddUiotuU inutruotiant 
already mentioned, In which he professes the strongest attachment to the king 
and the greatest desire to pleane him. 

* Ajpoloffia ad Angl. Parliamewtnm, I. 179. 

e 2 
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men, who should read uid impartially report on it To this fhe king 
assented, and Starkey himself was joined with them. 

§ 13. Bat though all the oommittee seem to have heen fiiends of 
Pole, yet when they came to read the book, so strong was its language 
and so fbll did it appear to be of ingratitude towards the king, his 
friend and patron, that they could not but be straek with surprise^ 
sonow, and indignation. Starkey especially was thunderstruck ; all 
his hopes and his confident expectations were so rudely dashed to the 
ground that he, with the othets, could scarcely beliere the book to 
be Pole's own writing. He asked to be allowed to read it over 
priyately alone, and did so carefully and seriously, as he says, with 
the result that after consideiation of the whole matter he came to the 
conclusion that it was 'Hhe most frantykeiugement" that eyer he had 
read of any learned man. He therefore writes as follows to Pole, 
expostulating and arguing with him (MS. Cott Cleopatra, £. YL, 
leaf 365) :i— 

(1) Much I haue maruelyd, t/Laster Pole, al thys yere past bothe 
of your syldon & schort irrytyng to me^ consydeiyng the contynual 
dylygence vsyd apon my bebalfe euer toward you, and though of late 
at the fyrst cumyng of your s^ruant* when he brought your boke I 
jugyd that you perauentore wrote not, bycause you ♦ were so occupyd, 
in the fjnrst settyng out * > of your mater in wrytyng to the kyngys 
hyghnes, wherin you had byn before tyme somewhat slakke & so had 
lytyl leysure, yet now at hys second retome, when you wrote to 
dyuerse other of your irendys I lokyd to haue had some one word 
wryten Ynto me for that me thought our frenschype requyryd. 
Wherfore then I bega[n] playnly wyth my selie to juge your mynde 
wythout cause alyenate as me thought, and most justely I myght 
accuse you of Tnkyndnes,wych vsyd toward me such contynual sylence; 
for thys I haue euer rekenyd, that dyuersyte of opynyon in such 
thyngys wych perteyne not of necessyte to mannys saluatyon, schold 
neu^ brek loue & amyte betwyx them wych haue jugement & 

AhetracL 
(I) Expresses the disftppoiutment which he had felt in not 
receiving any letters from Pole, the reason for which neglect he had 

' This letter has been oonddermbly oondensed, as it has already been 
printed by Strjrpe, Eoelss. Mem., I. pt IL No. IxxzL 

< niockmorton, who was afterwards gained over to the Ung*s side, and 
need sn a spy upon Pole's aotioos. 

* MS., wold gyao no occa^on of blame erotsed ant, mnd the w0rS$ 
between • written aeer. 
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dyBcretyon, no more Uisn doth dnlnes or Bcharpenee in the syght of 
the ye, whorin one frend to be angry wyth a nothcr bycause he 
sethe ferther or not so fer as dothe he, ys yeray smal reson, for as the 
one schold cause no anger so the other sehold brede no enuye ; so that 
although I varyd from you in the jugemeitt of the mater, yet your 
sylence deckryd much ingratytude to^ward me. (2) And thys count I 
made before I rede your boke, but aflur suoh tyme as I dyd rede 
the same & weyd your jugement therin I was no thyng sozy of thjrs 
your syleiice, but rather g^ that you so vsyd younelfe toward me^ 
for hys letturys to rede, who hathe so lytyl regard of hys masturys 
bonowre & so lytyl respecte of hys firendys & cuntrey as in your 
wrytyng you playnly deehnyd, I haue lytyl plesure. Wherf or though 
of late I had det6rm[yn]yd nen^r to wryte you agayne, yet aftur I had 
rede your boke I was so affectyd, and wyth your ingratytude toward 
our prynce and ountre so offendyd, that I could not tempur myselfe 
nor satjTsfye my mynde wythout some dediaiatycm theiof by wrytyng 
toyouschowyd. Andsonoweuetiasyousemydtomeillatuaoratione 
prineipem et patriam tuo quidem iudicio pereuntem extremis quasi 
Vdrbis comppellare, so schal I te insanientem mea sententia amkum 
extrema quasi Yoce salutari, for thys ^ I purpos schal be the last lettur 
that euer I schal hereafkur to you wryte donee resipiscas. Wherin 
I wyl not entur to dyspute the ground of tlie mater wych requyryth 
rather a boke then a lettur, but only I schal a lytyl open to you, the 
grete imprudence & f oly, the detestabul vnkyndnes & Iniuiy schowyd 
in your sentence bothe toward your prynce frendys & cuntrey. By 
the reson wherof exoept you take hede & consydur the mater in tyme 
wyth bettur lugement, wyth that contempt of your contrey & thys 
arrogant dyspysyng of al the iugementys therin, you schal vtturly oast 
away your selfe. (3) Wherfore, "SLasier Pole, I schal pray you by al 
such loue as I haueeuer borne to you, wych I promyse you ys 
grotur than euer I bare to any natural brother, to here me a lytyl & 
wey my wordys indyf&rently. And fyrst^ JILcuier Pole, how I was 
affectyd wyth the redyng of youre boke I schal a lytyl touche. At 
such tyme as your boke was delyueryd to the kyng tiiough you wrote 
not to me, I, forgettyng not the offyce of a frend, requyryd that your 
boke myght be oommyttyd to the examynaoyon of them wych bothe 
had lemyng to juge & wold wey the mater indyfferently, the wych I 

Abttrad. 
been unable to imagine. (2) But after reading of his book he felt 
glad that Pole had not writtim, for there could be no pleasure in the 
letters of one who showed such base ingratitude towards his prince. 
This, therefore, is to be his last letter to Pole, which (3) he hega him 
to weigh serioudy. When his book arrived he had asked that it 
should be lefened to a committee of learned men, to whom he was 
joined. So shocked bad he felt when it was read, that it seemed to 

> Leaf 865, back^ 
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promTS you was done, and to them I, as your frend was joynyd also ; 
in the redyng wherof, though we louyd you al intyerly, yet yonr 
oorrapt jugement in the mater A your detestabnl vnkyndnes towoid 
your prynoe so offend[yd] ts al, that many tymys our yerys ahhonyd 
the hetyng; and as for me, I promys you at the fyrst tedyng I was 
so amasyd & astonyd wyth the mater that I coud not wd jage^ 
I wyst not wit^ what spiyte hyt was wr3rten wythal, and ener me 
thought hyt schold be some dreme, or at the lest no oiatyon of Madet 
Pole, whome I euer notyd to be the moste oddycte to the honowre of 
hys prynce & the welth of hys cuiitre that eoer yet I knew. (4) Wher- 
fore I obtaynyd your boke to oner rede myself e alone* ye aftur yet 
wyth my loid of Durham I rede hyt most dylygently, obsaruyng 
& notyng the hole ordur & piooesse theiof , & when I had redde h^ 
oftur thys manor I was more astonyd then I was before, for then 
comparyng the hede to the end & consyderyng the hole eyrcufiistafieo 
of the mater, playnly to say to you euer as I thynke, therin ^ apperyd 
to me the most fmntyke jugement that euer I rede of any lemyd man 
in my lyf e ; for herin lyth the surnme of your boke : bycause we are 
slyppyd from the obedyence of rome, you juge vs to be separate 
fwm the vnyte of the ehurch & to be no memlvys of the catholyke 
body, but to be worse then Tnrkys or Sonsynys. Wherfore you 
rayle apon our pryyice to biyng hjm ad penitentiam more vehemently 
then eu^ dyd Gregory agayn Julyon apostata, or any otiier agayn 

such tyrannys as per8ecu[tjyd Chrystys doctryne 

(5) ' I morveyle that you eonsyduryd not, how the veray chrysty en 
-myte stondyth aftur sayn Poulys doetryne in the vnyte of fayth, & 
of spyryt & in a oortayn knyttyng togyddnr of our hartys by loue 
& choryte : wych may rest in al kynd of pollycy, for doWteles thys 
supeiyoryte of some sprange fyrst of pollycy, as hyt ys euydent by 
old story, for Constantyn was he that gaue therto fyrst authoryte 
of al such power & superyoryte, wych by other was oontynuyd & 
incresyd, and so, as hyt b^;an by mannys wyt & instytutyon, I thynke 
hyt Bchal end by lyke reson : for in the expresse wyll & word of god 
hyt hathe no such rote and ground as to you hyt apperyth. . . . • 
*Aud as touchyng the placys of scrypture wherby you oonfyrme the 
prymacy, you folow the vulgayre trayn of the latur docturys, wych 
violently draw them to the settyng vp of the see of Rome, forgettyng 
the purpos of the ancyent doctorys of our relygyon ; the wych, ezalt- 

Ahgiract. 
him some horrible dream. ' (4) He had, therefore, obtained leave to 
read it over alone, but could only think it the most ** fiantyke juge- 
ment" he had ever read. (5) The supremacy of the Pope, as being 
an institution of mm, could also be put an end to by man's authority ; 
that the old doctors, in exalting sedem roinanam et eathedram Petrif 
meant thereby the faith which Peter taught at Borne, as is testified 

1 MS., thyerin. * Leaf 800. ' Leaf 866^ back. 
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yng sadem lomanftm ft cathednun Petri, ener ment therby, fidem 
quam petros pre ceteris professus est, et Rome docuit; and for 
bycause the &yth of Ghi3r8t ther toke most notabul increase & from 
Ihens was deryuyd to the w:est parte of the world, therfore thydor 
was eoer in si dowtys chefe recourse, & that see was most praysyd 
& prefeiryd aboue other, as a place of oonseyl & not of hygher 
powar & authoryte. Thya testyfyth Jerome, Gypryaae^ wyth al the 

antyqnyte. 

^ Al yonr scharpe woidys ysyd in thys mater oontraiy to your 
mauietu8 honowre, declare in you a meruelouse blynd & a corupt 
jugement yri\h wonderful ingratitttde toward your prynce ft cuntro. 
Whereof, mae^ Pole, what inward sorow I haue coizce3ruyd yf I 
adiold hero be about to open ynto you, I schold, I thynke, labur in 
vayne ft of you perauentuxe be ly tyl bdeuyd. 

(6) ' But I trust, "Mafstet Pole, herealfeur the loue of your owne 
ountoe, and bownden dewty to yoctr souemyn lord ft maatct schal so 
preuayle in your stomake, that you in tyme retiactyng your sentence 
achal to yo«r grete co7nf<»t inyoy the same qniet For sorowf ul I 
achal be to see you persysto in any sudi sentence ft foly wherby you 
schold vef oose to come to the prescence of your prynoe ft perpetually 
to lake the frnytyon of your natural frendys ft cuntrey. 

(7) And whero as of kite I here the by8ch[op] of Rome hath inuytyd 
you to co}2Sulte wyth hym apon a conseyl general, I wold aduyse you 
as one of your most louyng frendys to consydur the cause wel before 
you apply, ft loke wel to the oflfyce wych you owe to your prynce, & 
suffur not your conscyence to be bounde wyth any supey'stycyouse knot 
conceyuyd by folysch scrupulosyte. For yf you juge your selfe more 
to be bounden to that f orayn byschoppe then to your natural souerayn 
lord, you schal of al wyse men, I thynke, be jugyd to lake a grete 
parte of witt ft moro of vertue & honestye : you schal be jugyd 
playnly to be blyndyd wyth some grete affectyon ft to be an vntrue 
aubyecte vn-to your mastur and an open enemy to yowr countrey, 
whome you say you loue so intyerly. Consydur therforo thys mater 
wyth your selfe "emystly^ for ther hangyth more therapon then I 
feare me you wel conoeyue : for thys one thyng I schal say to you, 
wych I pray &sten in your brest, that yf you f olow the breves of the 
pope to you directid ft besy your self to set forth the sentence wych 
you haue wryten to the kyng, blowyng vp that authoryte wyth such 

Abstract, 
by Jerome, Cyprian, and others. (6) But he trusts that Pole's 
love for his country will induce him to retract lus opinion, and (7) 
warns Pole that his ingratitude to Henry wiU, if persistcKl in, be 
ascribed to some sinister motive, and that if he makes public the 
book which he has written to the king he will be judged to be as 
great a traitor and as fiilse to his country as ever any one has beeiL 

X Leaf 868, back. * Leaf 869. • Leaf 868, back. 
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uTOganc J, you aehalbe notyd in the chiyvtyaii eomm jnwele to be as 
•edycyouBe a person & mynystor, as giete a bieche to duyatyan 
vny to, as eiMT bathe doone ^any other in our days^ wyth' raahnesA 
tomeryto : For as sedycyouse ys he wych al old coatumyB & vaagya 
of the church defeitdyth ouer obstinatly as he that wythout dyaere- 
tyon subr^rtyth al ra«hely. .... 

(8) Nee tibi, Pole, ita imponas ut cu^n tueazis banc pontificis 
authoritatom negocium christi to agere putes : ego certo vereor ne 
duffi bee agas chriatum phine deseras. Quid enim aliud est christum 
deserere quam optimo principi qui in bonis artibua to liberaliter educa* 
vitinhonestiasimisniandatiBnonobtemperaiet Quomdulcissunepatrie 
que to flJuit operant tua^Ti denegare : parentibua et darisaimia amicia 
humani hominis ojficia no» prestare 9 At dices, et pxbioeps et patria 
christum deseruere. Pole, qtiam insanisy si propter ynum pofiti- 
iicem desMum nos christum deseruisae arbitrare. "Em profecto spero 
fore vt post bane a pontifiee defeetionem, aiotiua cmriato bereamua, 

Lapeua es, Pole^ ab officio humani homtfiiSi qui ob torn 

leuem eausam patriam et pazentes et optimum principem deseria; aed 
ignorancia plane lapaua es, cui ego omnea omnium enoiea iuxto 
Platonem tnbuere sdeo.* 

$ 14. In spito, however, of all Starkey's exertions, so great was the 
king'a disappointment, and so strong his resentment against Pole, that» 
as I have said, Starkey soon found that he had loet his position in 
the king's favour. He seems farther to have given cause for a certain 

Abstract. 
(8) In upholding the supremacy of the Pope he is not upholding the 
cause of Christ ; rather, in deserting his country and his king, he 
opposes that cause. Such forgetfulness of the natural duty of man 
he can only ascribe to ignorance, the source of all eirora 

> — ^ Written oter Ifnrtyn Lather, eroied, 

' bjs t^r wyth erased. 

* Of ftbis letter there aie two ooplw amoogit the State Fqwrs in the 
Beoord Office : one oorrespooding exactly with ihe ahove^ the other evidently 
n first draft, at the end of which Starlcey has written the following note : — 

*< Ck>Uea8 prnens cam polo cum ecripeit librufli o^afeeaus eet mlh! ooraM 
moriaono se andineeee lepins ab eo, quod eo tempore cam primufli aoribere 
cepit inflBOB a rege, authoritatem poAtificie pfv coaetitnttone hnmana & pre 
iSta^6pm habnit, oetenua vbl ad aeribenduw appnllt animnm alind didiolt» 
cdoctoe dhiino wpirita a qtfo prMibns ft genibus flezis optlnnit oerto veritatte 
eognitioneMi qnaei onaM toetor Sc eoriptis defendit. 

1587 January 18. 
Scripdt libroM mam soBpicatnf gallnm qneadaai sofloratam vnnw ez sola 
quaternkmiboB, qae» tamen postoareperit, iraqiM motos eni tnmnlti nostrl 
ex morte regine vt qnidaai pntamiit.** 

This, it will be seen, agrees with the aoooimt given by P<4e Uatfelf ; 
see p. xxxii, above. 
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amoimt of suspicion, because wlien preaching against the Pope he had, 
in the opinion of the court, used too great mildness, and had not 
spoken against the papal claim of sapremacy with sufficient sharp- 
ness. For this he appears to have been strongly taken to task, a cir- 
cumstance which caused him great disquiet and alarm, as we see 
by the following letter:* — 

(t July 1536.) 

My Lord, your wordys baue goone through my hart, the wych 
more greuouf>ly stroke me cumyng from you, in whose gudnes I was 
as much persnadyd to trust as I mis in any maimys in erthe ; wher- 
fore such wordys as cam from you haue more tormentyd my hart^ 
then schold haue doone so many swordys, and yf I were not oom- 
fortyd wyth thys, that I thynke surely that the scharpenes of them 
sprange of a certayn loue borne toward me before tyme (^e wych 
schalbe restoryd, the truthe knowen) I wold haue iugyd them intoUer' 
abui, specyally coitsyderyng my innocency in such thyngys wyche you 
touchyd so soharpely. To the wych I wyl say but Uiys one word : — 
proue that I haue dyssemblyd but in one word wyth you or wyth 
the kyng, & wythout iugement stryke of my heed. And as concemyng 
my prechyng I beseche you let me not be oppressyd wiih any wronge 
informatyon, but here what other men wyl say wych were also tlier 
present, and then accordynly I besech you let the mater be con- 
syderyd ; f or yf I haue not bothe wryten & spoken such thyngys wych 
wel po?Ml6r3rd schold bothe set forthe the truthe, & also rather quyat 
then increse sedycyon, let me suffur dethe wythout ferther delay. And 
as touchyng the corrupt iugement of the sorowful man, I beseche you 
impute not to me any parte of hys foly, wych hatha alredy more greuyd 
me, then euer yet hatha doone the dede of any ma» lyuyng apon erthe* 
And where as you thynke I study a mean doctryne for myn owne 
glory, I know not yet, my lord, what you mean, for I haue studyd to 
exhort & moue men from suche eztremyte, wherby they are styrryd to 
flye theyr obedyence to the kyngys lawys, & to such other thyngys as 
by the consent of our cuntre are set forthe to the opennyng of goddys 
truthe & hys relygyon. I forge no mean but that wych I fynd wryten 
in goddys worde, and approuyd by the iugement of our clergy. Trothe 
hyt ys that I can not frame my iugement to plese al men, beyng in 
such Yaryety of sentence & controu^rsye, for some perauenture yet 
thynke truthe to be treyson, & some pemuenture that hyt ys here^ye, 
betwyz whome I stond, & wyl so long as I schal stond in thys lyfe. 
from thys truthe you schal fynd me my lord to be no sterter, 
wauerar, nor hengar in the wynd, for thys ys goddys truthe, lying 

1 8iiU0 Apen in the Public lUo^rd OJhf, Amy VIIL, 1585-7. This 
letter bearing no addran^ it is diflBeolt to say whether it was written to Cram- 
wdl, who was now Lord Privy Seal, or to Oranmer, bat probably it was to the 
former. 
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betwyx thes sedyoyoiue eziiemyteB. Bat hereof I wyl now speke no 
more, only thys, besechyng you to be myn indyfferent god lord, & 
let not my truthe and innocency be oUier wyse taken then hyt 
dea^rayth. 

This letter, which bean eyident signs of having been written in 
great haste, and in a sUite of agitation, appears to have pzodnoed 
some effect; for, as we gather from the following letter, both 
Cromwell and Cranmer seem to have tried to console him, and 
asBurs him that he had not forfeited the king's favonr. Storkey, 
however, thought it adviBable to enter into a foller dafianoe of his 
own conduct^ and again writes to Cromwell : > — 

(24 July, 1536.) 

(1) My lord, thongh as wel by the relatyon of my lord of GaMter- 
bnry as also by the few wordys wych you spake to me the last day al 
Stepney I am restoryd to a greats parte of the qoyetnes of my mynd, 
for as much as therby I am p^n^uadyd folly that yon toke my poipoa 
& intent euen as hyt was, & that you be my gud lord aftur your 
wont & custumyd manor, yet throughly quyetyd I nother am, nother 
yet can be, vntyl I may be assuryd that the kyng, my souerayn lord 
& mastur, ys by no wrong informatyon, nor contrary suspyoyon, other- 
wyse ptfTBuady d of me then my hart, wyl, & dedys dessrue ; for albehyt 
that the testymony of myn owne cofiscyefice be in dede sufiycyent 
to conturvayle agayn al oMrtward displesure, yet to my wekenes & 
infyrmyte hyt ys no snud grefe to be in dowte that my lord & 
mastur otherwyse schold luge me then my hart des^ruyth ; the wych 
also ys much more grefe to me, bycause that I am wel assuryd, botho 
by the kyngys owne wordys, & also by hys deedys, that he was gud 
lord to me d? gracyouse. (2) Wherfore, syns ther ys of my parte no 
occasyon gyuen to the contrary, but rather cause why hys gudnes 
schold be increasyd toward me & boisvolenoe, for as much as I 
haue treuaylyd to put in effect such thyngys as were of hys grace 
wel approuyd & alowyd, the wych before tyme I by wrytyng only 
touchyd ; that ys to say to indeuur my selfe to the inducyng of hys 
pepul to theyr offyce & dewty concernyytg the obedyence of hys lawys, 
& the coTiceyuyng of such thyngys as were set forthe for the mayn- 

Abstract 
(I) Although his mind had been considerably quieted by the 
words of Cromwell and Cranmer, yet he cannot feel perfectly tesy 
until he has been satisfied that the king's feelings towards him have 
not changed; especially since (2) he had given no reason for any 
such change, but had always laboured earnestly in the king's service. 

1 MS. Gloopatns B. YI, leaf d70. 
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tentinoe of goddyd truthe, al the wych consydeiyd I can not bat sorow 
& playnly confesso my wekenes & Imbeeyllyte Tttnrly to be Tnabnl 
to bere & sQsteyne of my touerayn loid any contraiy snspyoyon. 
(3) Wherfore, my lord, I schal besecb yon, as yon be my specyal gud 
lord, 80 to declare byt now at thys tyme, & not to snffor my purpos 
& deciyre, wych I bane long nuiyschyd in my bart to s^rae my master 
"wtihol now to be byndred & drownyd wytb any wrong Informatyon, 
nor to be blottyd \^tb an other mannys acte, wherof I nener mynys- 
tryd occasyon, for of your lordschyppe I take wytnes that I nener 
stndyd nor labnryd tbyng more emystely then I dyd to biynge that 
man, for whose fante I now perceyne I am blamyd, to hys offyce & 
dewtye, & to plukke from hym al sturdy obstynacy. And w^ere as 
perauenture hyt may be thought that I was the occasyon ' of the 
demandyng of bys sentence, yon know, my lord, hyt was an 
oficasyon taken, & not apon my behalfe gynen, for I nener monyd 
the kyng nor yet yon to the inserchyng of hys jngement at any 
tyme ; trothe thys ys, that I neuer thought hym to be of so corrupt 
a jngement & sentence in thys mater of die primacy, & therof 
I put yon in hope & expectatyon, & so I dyd the kyng also, 
aftur he had commandyd me to wryte vn-to hym hys plesure & 
request, of the wych hope that I am so deceyuyd, he lyuythe not 
wych ys more sorowful then am I, not hys owne mother wych bare 
hym, & now repentyth of hys ^ biyngyng forthe to lyght, nor yet hys 
most dene brother, who by hys acte ys deprynyd of a grete comfort of 
hys lyfe ; therfore, my lord, to blame me for hys deede can not be 
wythout grete Iniury. (4) And as touchynff my owne jngement of 
thys prymacy, thys I may say truly, that yf ther be any man wythin 
thys reame, wych ought to want suspycyon of thys mater, but syncerely 
dothe approue hyt without dyssymulatyon, I thynke I may be of that 
nombur : for of thys, my lord, I sohal assure you (& you schal neuer 
fynd me faynyd man) that before thys mater was mouyd here in our 
cuntre, I mudi & oft desvryd hyt to be reformyd, consyderyng the 
damnabul abusys anuexyd therto, in so much that I was then notyd 
& blamyd of many men wych otherwyse iugyd, and thys I onys 
declaryd vn-to the kyns, before whome I neuer yet dyssymyllyd, 
nor neuer schal duryng thys lyfe. And though perauenture some such 
wych know the famylyaryte betwyx Madet Pole & me, (whose amy ta 
& frenschype I dyd not a lytyl estyme,' so long as he forsoke not the 
ingement of hys cuntre, the seruyce of hys souerayne lord, & kue to 
hys natural frcndys,) bane inducyd you to an iniuryouse suspycyon, 

Abdraet. 
(3) Hopes that he may not have to suffer for Pole's offence, as the 
application for Pole's opinion was not made at his suggestion. (4) It 
is unfur to accuse him, of all men, of opposing the king's supremacy, 

1 Leaf 870, back. • JTSl extyme. 
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yei, my lord, he lynytfaenot Alokyih^ apon the lyght thai eoerschal 
iaatyiye in me towaid my lord & mostur any poynt of dyMymulatyon. 
Wherfoie, my lord, yf I achold other wyse be taken* hyt were no smal 
grefe to me stondyng in thys trothe ^eynceiyta (5) And as ooncemyug 
my pr^chyng one word I am yet conatraynyd to speke to yon aoayne, & 
I am coftatraynyd by the deeyre that I Imoe to the settyng torthe of 
the truthe, not monyd by any vayn gloiy, the word ys tiiya*— that 
yf myn intent & purpoe in my prediyng bid byn wel taken, & indyf- 
ferentely ootiaydeiyd, I echold rather haue byn judgyd worthy of 
thankysy wych I sought not, then of reproche, wych I destf^niyd not. 
For, my lord, you know hyt is not the lyght way of prechyng to bryng 
mef» therby yn-to the lyght wythe grete reprofys to oondemne theyr 
blyndnes sodaynJy, bat ttiat ys the way rather to exasperate metinys 
hartys & so to confyrme the^H in theyr fol[ly] more stedfastiy. Wher- 
fore, my lord, I haue wyschyd many tymys lately, & for the lone 
that I here to the trathe, & to the quyetnes of [the] cite, wherin I 
hane chosen my dwellyng-place, I doo yet ¥rysch dayly such precharya 
to be electyd, chosen & pykyd out, wjch wythout contentyon & studye 
of glory schold set forthe the trutlie syncerely, & af tur the ootiseyl of 
sayn Poole in thyngys indyfferent schold haue consyderatyon of the 
wekenes of men & iufyrmyte, wherby they schold promote & avaunce 
the trathe wtt/i charyte, & not exaspeTatje] & styr one parte to the 
hate of the other by lyght suspycyon & folysch contentyon mouyd 
apon such thyngys wych be indyfferent, & no thyng neoossery to 
mannys saloatyon. Such prrohyng, my lord, as me semyth, were 
much to be desyiyd, & now in thys tyme most specyally, wherin the 
kjrng & you wyth hys other conseyluys studye the settyng forthe of 
such temperyd doctryne, wherof , as I am persuadyd al our cuntre 
ought not a lytyl to reyoyce. (6) For the doctryne of our cuntre ys now 

Abtiraei. 
since he had always moat strongly laboured for it. (5) As to his 
preaching, he ought rather to have been commended than blamed for 
the course he had followed, and if other preachers would follow his 
example they would more advance the cause of troth and charity. 
(6) He has devoted himself to preaching solely with a view to 
hdping forward the new doctrine, of the truth of which he is so 

^ Compare P. Plofomam, B. viiL 68 :-• 

**If I may fyiM aiM{ i^Atf I she] go leme betlere.** 

The phrase is one which Langland freqaentiy uses ; see also C. zzl. 29 ; zzii 
169 and 176 ; and, as has been pointed out bj Warton and Prof. Bkeat^ is 
'*one of those primitive figures which an oemmon to the poetiy of eveiy 
eountiy ; ** the fonner quoting the IbUowing parallel ezprasBion from Homer, 
MUid, L 88 :^ 

Zm c^yc fropd irfvd Paplta^ X**(*^ lir6i€u. 
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00 tetnpryd in trathe, that hyt jb botbe pnigyd > from the old abosys & 
f olyBche superst jcyon & also def endyd from the enorys of thys tyme 
& from al false relygyon, the wych thyng hathe cansyd me now so to 
apply myself to prachyng, & I wytnes god no gloiyonse desyre of 
fkme and vanyte; for yf I were p^rsoadyd that thys doetryne, 
approuyd in our contKe^ were erroneonse, I wold yet rather lose my 
lyfe schortly, then be one of thos wych schold set forthe the same 
openly. Nor thynke yon not, my lord, that I am so bleryd wyth the 
schadowys of thys lyfe, that I prsfeire the lyfe among them abone the 
lyght of the truthe, nother yet that I am ne^poA frigidm neqyiid ealidus 
tied UpiduB ^ in the settyng forthe theio^ as perauenture by some in- 
fotmatyon you may conceyue, for hyt ys my dayly prayer to hym 
that ys the fountayn of lyght that I may by hys bisnefyte bothe see 
the tmthe & also oonstsiiily to stond in the defence of the same, 
wherin I trust he dothe & wyl mapiteyne & stsenghth me contynu- 
ally, & gyne me hys grace not to stond thertn oddly. And though, 
my Icnrd, yon jnge me more to be tmynyd in phyloeophye than in 
the trade of scripture & in the wrylarys therapon, wherin per- 
aueninre your lordschype jugyth not much a mys, yet thys I schal 
to yon, my lord, say, & I schal say hyt wttAout al arrogancy, that of 
the eontynnal redyng of scrypture hyt selfe, wherin certayn yerys I 
haue aocustumyd myselfe, I haue gedderyd a certayn jugement, wher- 
wyth I long haue examynyd such wrytarys as I haue rede therapon, 
from the wych I purpos not to slyppe duryng thys lyfe, & in cose I 
fele the wrytarys of thys tyme to swarue from the same, I haue them 
suspectyd, for in the old authorys I fynd therto a grete eonformyte. 
(7) The Bumme of my jugement tcndyth to thes g poyntys, fyrst to a 
ocmtempt of thys lyfe & of the vayn plesurys therof , & to a sure trust 
& oofifydenoe of an other, lokyng vp alway to thos thy ngys wych are not 
aeen wy^ a dere ye not dasyllyd wyth the glyteiyng of sudi thyngys 
as are present ft subyecte to our syght : the ottier ys, to a cartayne yny te 
& concord, ye & to a certayn bande & knott of charyte, wherby men 
must knytt them sdfys togyddur as membrys of one 1x)dy, & walke 
in an obedyence to the ordur of the world, despysyng al thyngys 
wych other men so much contends & stryfe for, & bengal trowblus 
wyth patyence & humylyte. To thes ij poyntys tcndyth my jugemente 
geddryd of scripture, the wych though they may perauenture appere 
yulgare & commyn & to be but of smal moment & weyght^ yet by 
them I doo examyn al the wrytyngys, sayingev, & doyngys of thys 
Xjmb^ the wych not sauoryng herof I doo vtturly condomne, & wyl 
doo whyle I lyue ; for I abhorre al such sedycyouse act6« & doctryne, 

Ah&tract. 
firmly convinced. (7) From his earnest study of Scripture he has 
concdved a contempt for the things of this world, and a sure trust 
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"wycb, Tnder the prsteitse & colowie of the trathe^ monythe apoii 
tryfullys such eonirou^rsye, ivherby ys broken the ordur of chiystyan 
charyte. Wherfoie, my lord, I doo not a lytyl leyoyce to see how 
among ^ vs in our cuntre by the commyn consent of our cleigye mayn* 
teynyd & confyrmyd al true ecclesyastycal poUycy, & no notabul nor 
necessary ordur broken nor infryngyd by the plukkyng away of thys 
prtmacy as many me» gxetly fearyd. In so much, my lord, that yf I 
may in thys rest of my lyf e be in any parte a mynystur to set forthe 
thys ordur approuyd by the jugement of my cuntre, wyth concord & 
Tuyte, I schal thynke mysdfe not to be borne ytturlyin Tayne. 
(8) Wherfore, my lord, I besech you, as you iuge me to be one of 
thoB wych intende to s^rue my mastur & cuntre faythf ully, so to helpe 
that my hart yrjl & mynd may be taken of my souerayn lord, as hyt 
ys syncerely, wherby I may be the bettur incurragyd to doo that 
thyng wych perteynyth to myn offyce & dewty, to the wych I schal 
indeuur myselfe most dylygently, strenghthyd, as I trust, by hym 
who gouernyth al, to whose gou^manoe I schal now commytt your 
lordschyppe, besechyng you to pardon me of thys importunyte^ to the 
wych I am by sorow constraynyd. 

Wrytyn at London, the 24 of luly. 

Your lordschyppys 
Thomas Staikey. 

To the most honombnl Ss 

my synguler gud lord 

my lord pryuy seale. 

Henry's chief fear was lest Pole should publish his book, and he 
therefore deemed it expedient to conceal his indignation for a time 
at least By his orders a message was sent to Pole desiring him to 
return to England, in order that certain passages in his book which 
appeared obscure might be explained. Pole, however, declined to 
trust himself in the lion's den, writing as foUows to the king:— 

*^ Your grace thatt callyth me hath putt such an impedymente in 
my waye thatt lettyth me. I can nott passe to jour grace except 
temerariouslye I wold caste away mywself e. This surelye & truelye 
afore god and man I may. saye that beyng yn thatt case I myght go 
or ronne, yot/r grace callyng me vnto yowe, there ys no lett yn thys 
world were able to retayne me ftom comyng to yovr grace but onoly 
thatt procedyth off yottr selfe."* 

Ahdraei. 
and confidence in things above. (8) He therefore hopes that he may 
be allowed to do the duty of his office, and thus to help forward the 
cause which has been approved by the country. 

1 Leaf 371| back. > MS. Coti, Gleop., E. YI., leaf 8S8. 
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Pole had asked that Tonatall, Bishop of Duihamy whom he 
speaks of as a '^sad and learned man/' might be allowed to read and 
report on his book, declaring that it was not so bad as had been 
representecL To this the king assented, but the bishop, after a 
perasal of the treatise^ oonld only conoboiate the opinions already 
formed* of it, and wrote to that effect to Pole (MS. Cleop., E. YI., 
leaf 375). isZt 

On the 26th July, JfiSff, the day before Pole received this letter 
from the bishop, the Pope sent a message to him inviting him to 
Borne. Pole, who had now committed himself to the papal party, 
after some little hesitation accepted the invitation, and sent notice to 
Henrvof his intention of doing so. Starkey, as we haveseen (p. xzzvii), 
remonstrated strongly and in no measured terms against such a 
proceeding, and so did Tunstall, Bishop of Durham, Pole's own 
friend, while Gromwdl stormed and threatened. 

{ 15. In spite, however, of the remonstrances of Starkey and 
Tunstall, and the threats of Cromwell, Pole repaired to Some,^ and on 
the 22nd December was created cardinal by P^ul IIL Previous to 
his elevation to that dignity becoming officially known in England, 
Starkey wrote as follows to him, in answer to a letter in which he 
seems to have complained of the manner in which Starkey had remon- 
strated with him against acoepting the invitation to the Vatican :* — 

(26 January, 1537.) 

(1) Sory I am, MaydurTol^ that bothe my sentence Ss scharpenes 
of wiytyng vsyd to you, heryng of your jomey toward Bome, 
offendyd your stomake so mudh & toke so lytyl effect, for albehyt 

Abriract 
(!) Expresses his regret that his plain speaking in a former letter 
should have given offence, which he assures him sprang only from a 
sincere love towards him and his family, and a fear lest he should 

^ Strype says he wos aocompanied hy Lupset, bat aooordisg to TEumer 
the latter died on December 27th, 1532, at the age of 86, and was buried 
in the charch of St A]phege^ Cripplegate. He had been appointed to the 
living of St Martin's, Lndgate, in 1629, and the last mention of him which 
I find in the 8Ute F»per$ is on let Angost, 1580^ on whidi day he was 
presented by Wolsey to the Beotory of Cheriton, Hants. Starkey himseli; io 
his Dedication of the DuUif^ue to Henry YIU., printed below, tolls us he wi^ 
dead then. 

s HS. Cleopatra, X. YI., leaf 868. 
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that you ptfrRuentnie iugyng me herein otiierwyee then my nitmte 
requyiy thy so knowen Tn-to yon by long oonnerBatyon, thynke pkynly 
that I am comipt wyth affectyon & wxote oontnoy to myA owne 
conscyence, blyadyd wyth ambycyon, yet thys I schal say yu-to you, 
& cal hym to ¥^tne8 who ys pryuy bothe of your thought & myn, 
that as the sentence where in I stond spryngy th of the only xele of 
the trathe, 9s of the desyie of the settyng foithe of goddys honowre 
& glory, so the scharpenes of my wrytyng ysyd toward you cam of 
the syncere loue wych I bare to you & to your lamyly, for I am 
nother so grosse & base of iugement as to prsfeire any wordly 
vanyte, aboue that thyng wyoh apperyth to me truth & yeiyU, 
nother yet so ynkynd as to vse such scharpenes to my ii^nd 
wythout lesonabul ground; for at such tyme as apon the dedaryng of 
your sentence to the kyng you tendyd to Borne, I then, conoeyuyng 
as wel apon the one parte the Increase <tf the scysme stynyd 
in chiystys church wydi myght insew therby, yf you schoM ther 
open your iagement in your wrytyng comprysyd abrode to the 
world, as apon the other parte the dysplesure of yoar prynce wych 
myght sacoede the same both toward you & other of your famyly^ 
thought hyt expedyent to vse such scharpenes, & that so to doo hyt 
p&rteynyd to my boundeu dewtye, to the wych you may impute hyt| 
yf hyt so please you. (2) But now, scharpenes set asyde, I schal say 
yn-to you, lAaydwt Pole, thes y woidya frsndly ^mouyd by such 
thyngys wych I lately herd from you: though here be create rumorys 
spredde abrode that you be namyd to be a cardynal, & entryd in to 
that ordur, by the wych the doctryne of chryst thes many yeiys bathe 
byn lytyl promotyd, yet persuadyd I am Mly, that the loue of your 
cuntte so stykkythe in your brest, ^ the desyre of s^ruyng your 
prynce so prykkyth your hart, that you wyl neu^ accept that 
dygnyte before you oonsydur wel the state of Chrystys church now 
in thys tyme, weying wel the plesure of your mastere & bounden 
dewty tohysgiacyousegudnes&liberalyte. Fortomehyt apperythe 
that wythout such oonsydeiatyon you take not the streyght pathe to 
that thyng to the wych aboue al other I am sare you dyrecte your 
laburys & studys^ uiat ys to helpe to plukke out thys scysme of 

AbBtrad. 

make matters worse by publishing his book. (2) It bad been 
rumoured that Pole was named to be a cavdinal, bat he *is fully 
persuaded that Pole's love for his country and his king is too strong 
to allow him to accept that dignity at the present time, for by so 
doing he would only widen the breach already existing. He there- 
fore hopes that Pole will consider the matter earnestly before he 
accepts that dignity, and that the division in the Church may soon be 
healed. 
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CSitysiTB ehiireh & lo Nilofe ttgitTiie dnystyan ^vnyte, but latliMr h jt 
aemytii the T«ray hydi way to augment thys dyuyBjon, tor as nmch 
as by sach wyttys & eloquence the lootys ikexot may be much 
conf^nnyd. Wherf ore, ^aysha Pole, yf you stey yourselfe in thys 
mater, I thynke you schal hereaftor no thyng repent therof, for 
thon^ materys of our cantr[ey] haue byn hm lately in greate 
motyon, the wych you perauenture vyl impute to thys defectyon 
froTn lU)me, iugyng vb therby to be slyppyd from goddys ordur & 
instytutyon, yet by the hygh prouydenoe of hym who gouemyth al» 
& by the greate Tvysedome & gudnes <^ our ptynoe I toast you schal 
yet here such way to be founde & taken herein, that euen the same 
thyng, wych you percas thynke bathe ^ byn the chef e roote of thys 
motyon, sdialbe so tempryd & ordryd wyth equyte that not only the 
aynceiyte of Chrystys doetryne schal oome to more dere lyght thearby, 
but also the ordur of Chry^ys church schalbe restoryd agayn wyth 
ynyte, accordyng to the f yrst instytutyon, wherof that my hope ys not 
Tayn I trust you schal here more schortly. And glad I wold be to see 
you a mynystur to god & to your prynee in such purpos, the wych I 
f eare you schal norur be yf you onys entnr in to that ordur at Eome 
& take apon you that dygnyte. Wherfore, VLaysha Pole, my trust 
ys that you wyl cotisydur thys mater wyth your selfe emystely ; and 
yet greate hc^ I haue that honest iugemenlys schal onys mete 
togyddur in such a mean wherby thys odyoose soysm^ wych now 
reynyth in Chrystys church schalbe extynct ytturly, for the wych I 
schal not cease to pray yn-to hym who ys the only author of al godly 
Tnyte, to whose gou^nance I schal now commytt vs aL 
Wryten at London the 26 of lanuaiy. 

Youiys yet I trust aft^r the 
old man^y Ts. Starkey. 

§ 16. It would appear to be about this tuna that Stazkey wrote 
Ihafollowii^ letter to Henry YIII., in which he expresses his fear lest 
the ** corrupt sentence of Maystur Pole" should turn to his disgrace 
and vo^vaj. He pleads his own case most earnestly (pp. zliz, L), 
declaring his sobow and disaj^intment at the uillbieseen result and 
the ingratitude of Pole towards one by whom he had been most 
liberally and nobly brought up, and defends himself against the ao- 
cusations or suspicions to which I haTe already referred. He then 
(p. li) enters into a general considemtidn of the king's polii^, 
expressing his plsasuie (p^ liii) at the suppresston of the monasteries^ 
and his earnest hope that Henry would apply the great reyenues 
which would now fall into his hands for the promotiim of learning, 

1 Leaf 364. 
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and Bol Innd tbsmaw to aftwrieh iioUa& He dminawd tncttite 
of the state of England at the time (p, Ivii), ''the lare and amal 
nombur of cytes & townys, & of the oommjn dekay & rayne of the 
aame/' and the ''giete lake & pemuy of pepol and inhabitantya in 
the oytes ft townys & bole eotmimy, the irych lake,** he thinks^ 
•' may in some part be redressyd & helpyn by thys acte of suppres- 
ayon. For where aa before tyme in these monaeteiys was nuryaefayd 
a moltytade of men lynyng Tnniaryd, ft dowteles many in Tndene 
lyfe, to the grete diriKnowie of god ft let of natnial propagatyon," 
now by the aappiession of the monasteries^ and the consequoni 
e e a t toi ug abroad of ao many maniageable men^ he beliermea that ^the 
nombor of the pepnl achalbe hereaftor mxtdb increasyd to godd/s 
honottte ft glory.** He then lofeis (p. Iviii) to a common report that 
it waa the king^a intention to lease the anpprea oe d hoiuea to groat 
kwisand lieh landed gentry, which he trtets will not be the case, and 
points out the greater advantages which would arise from leasiog the 
houses and lands to poorer persona (p. liz). Finally (p. Izi), he again 
expressea his hope that the king will i^y the rerenuea of the 
suppressed monasteries to the advancement of learning. The letter 
will be found one deserviog of the greatest attention, and will well 
repay the reader, not only by the Intexesting though sad picture of 
the state of England at the time, but still more by the statesmanlike 
views so clearly and freely declared as to the advantages which would 
ansa from a ri^ use of the anormdua reveones of the aoppressed 
monaatexiee, and of the oertaiB evils which would foUow thoir misiiBa. 
How oeneetly fitarkey foresaw the impending danger is only too 
wall piov«d by suoh bodca as Giowl^ HpigramB, the Ibur 
£kippUdmoiam§,^ and the eztnot fioim Beoon printed at the end of tUa 
part» pi Ixxvi 

To the kyngys hyghnes.* 

Thought hyt become non of your subyectys, most Nobul prynce, to 
meddyl in your weyghty causya, concemyng your faonowre ft state of 
your reame, esoept tiiby be by yoargmce namely callyd ft depntyd 
thertOy yet forasmuch as hyt pleysyd your hygfanes, achortly af tur I 

& S. B. T. 800^ td. Ctowper, 1871 aad 1978. 

s State Fdperi, Hmry VIIL. 1636-7. In the PabUc Beoord Office. 
FoifeA 467 to 604. 
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WW admytigrd to your graoys fl^myco, to commytt th to me the 
wijtyng of your oummaiidement & reqaoet to nuetor Baynold Pole 
in the moet weyghty cause, wych of many yeiys hath byn temptyd 
JA thya your Befuae, and confiyderyng also that your pleysuie was I 
aehold be made pryny of hys iugement therin by hys wiytyn^ 
.deelaryd, I schal now vse thys boldnes in thya mater to open & 
declare yn to your hyghnea myn inward affect concemyng the same, 
•nd what hope I haue fully cooceyuyd to see al your actye suooedyng 
therto to be conuertyd & taxnyd to the hygh honowre of god, to the 
grete eontfoit of your aabyectys, & to ^ vnyueraal & wmmju. 
velthe of yoor Beajne^ ye and to mynystur occaayon & to gyue lyght 
to al other chiyatum pcyncya to aee & folow the tenoie of the same. 
But heie in the be^Qmnyy^ I can not but gXBtely soiow & greuooaely 
lament the corrupt aentenoe herin of maystur Pole in hya wrytyng 
deelaiyd, by whome I truatyd auraly to haue aeen auch a lemyd 
ju^BBMnt aehowyd to the world, that botiie your grace acbold haue 
taken pleyanee thcrof, hya fire;2dya oontfort^ & al hys euntrey 
profytt of the eaiae^ for tbewychecauael teatyfyegod^at such tyme 
m yonr higbnes gaue me in cummandement to wiyte your pleyaupe 
to hymtherin, I moat hyghly reyoyqrd, truatyng therby that he wold 
haue taken ocoaayon, ao happely, as me thought mynyatiyd to hym, 
to ^serue your grace & hye euntrey, acoordyng to hys faythfiil & 
faouaden dawty. Wherfore what inward eorow i haue oonoayuyd in 
aay bait thea days past in redyng of hya boke^peroeyuyng therby hya 
eomipt ingBme»t| ItBn by no wordys to your grace fully expresse, 
for sorowf ul I was to aee ao noughty a cause wyth auch scharpenea 
Mit foithe & wyih anch doquanoe ; sorowful X waa to aee your gracoi 
hya sottemyne loni, ao to be dyceyuyd in hym, of whome you haue 
ao mucii deaemyd, and whome of your gudnea aa hyt apperyd to ma 
you euer much de8>iyd to haue jndoeyd to see the truthe in your 
weyghty eauays : aorowftil I waa to aee al other hya louarya & frsndya 
Aerby to be dspfyuyd of al auch eomfort ti expectatyon as they of 
Ifxtg tyme haaa oonoaynyd of hym, and most of al sorowful I was to 
aee thys fvox euntrey b[e]reffc of B«eh a wytt^ to the wych I euer 
trastyd ks wold haue growen to haue byn a grete ornament^ & 
that aa he haihe byn ^ your gudnea & lyberalyte most nobully 
hrought Tp^sohescfaold at the last haue declaiyd some nobulseruyce^ 
aa wel te the eomfort of your gnee aa to the profytt of hys euntrey ; 
and aonenriiat also sorowful I was for myn owne pryuate & propur 
eMse, conayderyng the lake ¥rych I ibaryd wold succede, wyth the 
perpetual loase of the conuersatyon of ao faythful a frend, wyth 
whome I haue byn so many yerya brought vp in .cumpany & 
ttMtynual atady, not wythout gret hope, that as we had spent 
togyddur our youths in study of lettiu^s, so the rest of our lyfys 
«re schold haue oonaumyd lyke maacr in the aeruyoe of your grace 
A of our caNtrey: for though we asrarujd many tymys in our 
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jagententetf, inserchyng the trathe in phyloeopny, yet I neuer 
thought we schold so hane vaiyd in sneh grete materys perteynyng 
to lelygyon and ^ to cowmyn poUycy. I neuer thought hym to be of 
80 base a jagementas he hathe by hys wrytyng msnyfestely schowyd, 
and though in smal materys many tymys he apperyd to me to erre, 
and eorraptely to iuge, yet bycause I p^rceyuyd ever in hym such a 
constant lone & stabyl opynyon pf that wych apperyd to hym to 
sowne to virtue & honestye, euer me thought hys enoiys were 
toUerabul, spryngyng rather of weke iugement then of any 
obstynacye : but now sythen that he hathe sett forthe so corrupt a 
sentettce as hyt apperfth to me in your most weyghty cause^ is 
schowyd so sklaunderouse a iugement of your gracys actys, thou^ 
as he takythe god to wytnesse, hyt spryngyth of lone toward your 
gracys honowre, that he hathe wryten so scharpely, yet tfays I wyl 
say & playnly aifyrme, that yf he wold set out tiie same to the faos 
of the world, as he hathe in hys boke desciybyd wyth hys penne, I 
wold take hym to be an extreme ennymye buthe to your grace, to 
your state, & to our hole cnntrey : for what scharpenee of wordys, 
what vyolence of seTitence, what daungerys in pollycy, what peryl of 
<lamnatyon, he declaryth in hys boke, and propownyth to hoi^e 
certaynly ou^ our hedys, hyt ys hoirybul to redo, & incredybyl 
how he schold conceyue, and wondur hyt ys to me, wych so intycrly 
haue knowen hym before-tyme, how & by what mean, he ys run in 
to thys extreme opynyon : but surely as I now p^rceyue, he hatk 
decla^d hymselfe herin to be ou^rcome ^ wythe grete affectyon, for 
playnly he schowythe, that the dethe of them wych sufliyd in the 
cause hathe so stonge hys hart & oppressyd hym wyth sorow, that 
he semyth to forget vtturly hys dewty to hys euntrey & to your 
grace, without al humanyt«, he semyth to lake powar to wey thft 
nature of the thyng indyfferently. Wherfore what sorow I haue 
lately conceyuyd of thys hys iugement I wyl no ferther be about to 
expresse, but comfort myselfe wtt^ the truth of the contrary opynyon, 
and where as he by false report, beyng fer out of hys euntrey, heryng 
the forme of your actys & fascyon of pollycy eorraptely iugyth 
wyth desperatyon al thyng to run 'Vi'yth ts to ruyne & destractyon, 
I pres^tly seying the state of our euntrey, is the nature oi your 
actys indyfferently ponderyng, wyl tume to my purpos, breuely to 
touche the hope wych I haue conceyuyd of the man«r Ss mean, 
wherby I trust surely that your grace by your wysedome is 
pollycy wyl conu^Hie & tume thes your actys not only to tiie quyetnes 
of your subyectea now in thys tyme wherin you reyne, but also to 
the commyn comfort of al your posteryte. 

And fyrst thys I wyl in the begynnyng playnly conf esse yn-to yout 
hyghnes, that although sone aftur my fyrst entre in to your seruyce, 
when I perceyuyd not only your polytyke wysedome, wherby your 
grace so emystaly myndyd the quyetnes of your subyectys in ttfya 
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cyuyk & woidly lyfe, bat also your most chrystyaa mynd & 
iugemeiit^ wborby you lokyd yp euer to a notbor lyfe, wberof thys 
ys bat a scbadow, dyiectyng ^al your actys & poUycy to tbe attaynyng 
tberof, I eofioeyuyd by & by tbys bope & trust iu my bart, that your 
hygbnes wold neuer promote nor stably scb any acte in tbys your Bcame 
& cuntrey but sucb only as scbold tend to your gracys bonowre & to 
goddes glory, ye & such as scbold not be only to tbe quyetnes of tbys 
present age, but also of al oar posteryte, tbougb tbys bope I say I 
conoeyayd wytb myselfe yet byt was not surely groundyd in my 
stomake, nor tber fully rotyd tyl now of late wben byt pleasyd god 
by bys prouydence so to ordeyne for our weltbe tbat your bygbnea 
by just occasyon mygbt plukke away tbe rote & grounde of al con- 
trary suspycyon. for tbys I tbynke may truly be sayd, tbat so long 
as d^t womsM lyuyd, wbome byt plesyd your bygbnes, as I take byt^ 
moayd by opynyon of vertue to sett in sucb bygb dygnyte, few actys 
coud piocede by tbe oonyecture of wyse men wycb mygbt be durabul 
wytb oar postcorytey but eoer lyke as a sore in mannys body, wben 
byt ys not inwardly & tbrougbly beolyd, but bathe ^yre flescbe & 
eolouie Ttwardly for tbe tyme appetyng, at tbe last brekyth out 
daungerousely, so such actys as appeiyd to be byld apon tbat weke 
fbondatyon, tbougb for a tyme they mygbt perauenture baue induryd, 
beyng oofifyrmyd wytb tbe only obodyence dew vnto your mayestye, 
yet at tbe last in processe of tyme they wold baue brought to them- 
selfe rayne & destmctyon : but now ^sytbcn byt bathe pleasyd the 
gudnes of god to open tbys gate of bonowre vn-to your hygbnes, and 
in tyme to cut vp tbe rote of al such sedycyon wyob mygbt not only 
by Uie iugement of them wycb be your trae subyectys, but also of Jl 
other vtward natyonys, baue sprong therby other among ys now 
lyuyng, other among our ^tery te, I scbal not dowte to conceyue sure 
hope, f ul trust & confydence, tho^ your gracys actys scbal both now in 
our age take profytabul effect and long endure to the settyng fortbe 
of the trutbe & to your immortal glory. For now as touchyng your 
gSBcys sooeessyon I trust we in tbys tyme scbal neuer see occasyon of 
coHtrouersye ; for as much as sucb fruto as byt scbal pleyse god to send 
your hygbnes to our comfort by tbys your last matrymony scbal put 
al thyngys out of dowte Ss ambyguyte, and yet grete bope I baue 
tbat your bygb wysedome & poUycy, consyderyng tbe mortalyte of 
man & the vncertaynty of frute, the mean tyme wyl neuer suffur 
tbys your Beame to stond wythout beyrs appoyntyd by your powar 
& autboryte, specyally seyng tbat to tbe appoyntment therof are 
ioynyd such occasyonys so manyfold b^nafytys, and commyn groundys 
of al quyetnes and tranquyllyte, for such a personage to appoynt 
tbermto your hygbnes bath, as by the consent of al men lyuyth not 
apon erthe, tbe floure of al ladys & the verray glas & image of al 
vertue & nobylyte, to wbome, though I trust hyr grace scbal neuer 
aueoede but other frute to take place, yet tbe mean tyme * sure bope I 
1 Fkige 461. s FlBge 4G2. < Fkige 463. 
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haue that ToKr hyghnes ft wysedame peroeynyng as wd the trai^ 
quylly te of the hartys of y6iii mibyectye here at home therby to be 
stablyschyd, as the mtertennie of amyte wyth Ttwud pTyneyt bjr the 
aame to tie contjTtajd, wyl appoynt byr grace at tyme cxmnenjeat to 
that lome & dygnyte, and so by that occaayon Btablysob the fyni 
ground, A lay the most aufe foondatyon of al the lest off your acty% 
& of al lefonnatyon. for of thys dede, thotigh in effect eehe neuer 
Auccedd, what hoaowre schal rjrse to yoitr grace among al other extene 
natyonys^ what quvetnes at home among your owne subyectyB, what 
amyte & lone wyth vtwaid pryneys I wyl not be abonti nor yf I 
Wold^ I cotide not, folly expresse, but thys one thyng appeiyth to me 
ccrtayn & sure, that herin lyth a grete ground i aCal^lyte, a grete 
etey ft knott, (k al your ffiacys actyi hi thya new poUjey* Wheif ore 
I schal neuer dowte uiat your gracys wysedoue ft godnea can 
pretermytte thys occasyon of fay^ hcmowie ft commyn quyetnea : and 
then I schal also mueh lesse dowte of any dftungexouse sttooeee wyeh 
by the iugentent of some men may fdow ft eaceede thrfe your acti 
of the plukkyng downe of the prymaey of Some. For much 
fearyd hyt ys, ft as hyt ys thought not wythont reason, that thya 
defectyon from Home, ft cbaaugyng of the old poUycy^ schal not 
only alter the storaakys of al other chiysfKxn pryneys from your 
gracys sure ft faythful amyte, for as much as they are thought to iuge 
to,, ^be plukkyd away tberby ttie foundatyon ft ground of al chrystyan 
telygyon, but also mynystur a certayn occasyon of the brach of 
concord & vnyte here at home in your owne natyon bycauae thai 
many of your subyectys are thou^t in hart no thyng to fanoor thya 
alteratyon of poUycy ft thys defectyon.'' 

As to this, he says^ he is sure that, could the king^a sapreinaoj 
have been established without the necessity of punishing so severely 
those who raiiisod to acknowledge it^ not only would the king himself 
and all the people been pleased, but it would also have set such an 
example to other princes that they would all at once have followed 
the example set thenu He yet expresses his hope and confidence that 
** precharySi wych haue run somewhat at laige now a long tyme schalbe 
l»oughtto a oertaynstey^ft not haue lyberty to expowne thedarke placya 
of scrypture af tur theyr owne fismtasys, riyppyng laachely bothe from 
the sentence of the auncyent int^rpretarys of Chrystys doctryne ft 
from the consent ft oustume of the church, vsyd from the begynnyng 
vn-to thys day, * the wych temeraryouse ft ly^t iugement h^e byn 
a grete occasyon of the breche of diiystyan chaiyte here amofig vb 
your subyectys, to whome they prachyd as vn-to Infydelys» blynd 
ft ignorant of al Chrystys doctryne and lelygyon, the wych as tliey 
say tyl now of late that the pope was dryuen away, ft tyl hyt 
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fileasyd god to send lyglit to the world opettnyd by them vn-to your 
pepai, was Ttturly Tnknowen euen as Chiyst was vn-to the iuya 
before hys eamyng" the effect of which preaching was that^ 
-^-''▼nder the eolowre of dryuyng away majtays tedycyoa & 
popyschnes, they had almost diyuen away al vertue & holynes^" — so 
that the people b^gaa to lose their belief in any doctme^ ''and 
wyth the despysyng of paigatoiy, they b^gan lytyl to legud hel, 
heayn, or any other felycyte hereaftur to be had in « nother ly^** 
Could those who had suffered for their '' dysobedyenoe" haye beliered 
that the changes would have stoj^^ed there^ '' yf they had thought 
that we shold haue slyppyd therby to no £wther error nor pestylent 
opjnjon,'* they would, he is sure, willin^y have given their assent 
to it; and though some ''lyght peiaonys" suspect all who favour 
'' the old & aunoyent custumys & be lothe to aee them troden vnder 
fete .... to desyre in hart the abrogatyon of your acte, & to haue 
the pope to be restoryd to hys old authotyte/' yet he is sure that all 
with one consent are fully content, and "that they wych babyl so 
orach of the popys popyschnes abhorre no more hys vsurpyd powar 
& domynyon then doo they whome they note yet to be papystys & 
lul of soperstycyon,'' 

He proceeds — 

''Albehyt some mem consyderyng wyth them aelfya certayn of 
your aetys soceedyng thys deftSetyon from Eome, as the acte of fyist 
fmytys, of the tenthys,^ & of the suppressyon of thes monastetya & 
housys of relygyon, iqge therby playnly that the body of your reame 
in lew yerys schalbe much impoueryschyd, & much mysory among 
your pepul schal succede the same, yet when I eoitsydur your giaeet 
hygh wyaedome & prudence wherby your hyghnes most clerly 
aeeth how the welthe of al pryitcys hengyth chefely of the welth of 
theyr subyectys, & how penury euer bredy th sedytyon, & how the 
hepyng of trosure wythout lyberalyte, bathe always brought in ruyoe 
& destructyon of eu^ry oommynalty, I am then certayn & sure that 
as yon bane not wythout gxete prudence & poUycy conceyuyd the 
groundys of thes your actys, stabiyng them wyth polytyke reson^ so 
you wyll see A prouyde that they may procede to sndi end, as by 
your hygh wysedome they were chefely dyrectyd vnto. Wherfore con- 
ayderyiig that thys wordly tresure ys no such thyx^ ' wherin any nobul 
luut c%n take hys delyte & pleysure, sure hope I haue that your grace^ 
whome I know so depely can wey the nature of thyngys, wyl most 
Jyberally dyspenae ^ys tresure & dyspose thys ryches^ to the ayd 
succur & comfort of your most louyng & obedyent pore subyectys, 
and where as before tyme vnder the pretext & colowie of rc^gyon 

^ The Acts restralaiag the payment of Annates to Borne were 23 Henry 
Tm., cap. 20 ; 25th Henry VIII., cap. 20. See the DiaXogue^ pp. ISQ, 199, 
and Mr Cowper*8 Introduction to this volume, pp. cLu-dzzli. 
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thys atrandaftce of lyches was abusyd to the nuryschyng of an idol 
xowte, mynysferyng oceaajon to al Tjoe & vanyte, now I trast by 
yonr gzaoys gadnes to see hyt tmnyd to the settyng forth & iaeiease 
of all Yertoe & honestye^ & to the eomfort of them wyoh schalbe 
piofytabol oytyzynys lyuyng in some honest exereyse in thys yonr 
eommynaltye;^ for many tymys syth I bane had iugement to oonsydnr 
the eiHl to the wych man of natoie ys borne & brooght forth, sore I 
bane himentyd to see so many Tndra colowie of lelygyon to lyne aa 
bnidonys of the erthe, abosyng the fhitys & ben^ytys of god to 
theyi owne destnictyon." Tl^, he hopes, who before ** lan fast 
to be prestys & lelygyonse, more for hope of prcrfyt & easy lyuyng 
then for lone of yertne & p«r&yt relygyon, schal now somewhat stey^ 
& apply themselfys to some other honest f ascyon of lyuyng, approuyd 
by gud & polytyke oidor." Especaally he points out that as ihsro 
are for every state times of war and of peace, so tiiere are ^<' two dyutfrse 
sortys of men mete to be nuryschyd by the lyberaiyte of p r yn c ys . • 
.... necessary to the mayntraiaiice of commyn poUycy, that ys to 
say, men of letturys & lemyng, & men ezercysyd in featys of armys 
& chyualiye, of the wych as tibe one sorte ys necessary for wane, so 
the other must nedys be had in tyme of peace ;" and therefore he 
trusts that such "suparfluouse lyches, as by our forfatherys was by 
lytyl & ly tyl accumulate & hepyd to the spm^altye '* may be turned 
to ** the nuryschyng of thes sortys of personys wych schalbe profyt- 
abul to your cuntrey both in warre & in peace. I trust to see now 
many a nobul genUyman releuyd by thes actys, and ezeroysyng 
ihemself ys in al featys of armys made apte & mete to the defence of 
theyr cuntrey. I trust now to see many a nobul wytt incunagyd to 
lemyng by your gracys lyberaiyte, & made apte to eelebrate yoiv fame 
& glory commenydng your prynoely yertues to eternal memory. I 
trust now to see many notabul precharys spiyng forth to lyght, and 
to declare to your pepul the truth of Ghiystys doctryne syncerely ; 
and fynally I trust now to see al such superfluouse ryches, wych among 
them that bare the name of sptri^nal nuryschyd no thyng but idul- 
ness & yyce, to be oonu^rtyd & tumyd by your giacyouse 'gudnes 
to the increase of al vertae & honestye. . . . Howbehyt in thys acte 
of suppression of abbeys & monasterys, among your pepul ther lythe 
no smal controusrsye, specyally seying that by the consent of al your 
lemyd clergye hy t ys agred ^iat such a place ther ys wherin soulys 
deportyd remaynyng may be releuyd by the prayer & almy[s] dede 
of ther posteiyte .... how I am psrsnadyd that yonr grace wyl 
connert thys acte to the welthe of your subyectys now lyuyng; & to 

> On the great good which mi^kt have beeu done with the rerenues of the 
eappreflsed monasteries, see Orowley*R JSpigrawu, E. E. T. 8., ed. Gowper, p. 7, 
*' Of Abbayes ; '* tbe Omplaffnt of Bod&ryok M<m^ edited by the same gentl^ 
man, 1874 ; and Tke PdrUk, by the late Kr Toolmin Smith, 1857, p. 145. 
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the comfort also of tlieiii Trych be iepariyd I achal somewhat moie 
paHjcularly touch. . . . 

'* And fyrst heiin thys ys certayne that many ther be wyche are 
mouyd to luge playnly thys acte of suppressyon of certayn abbays 
bothe to be agayne the ordur of charyte & iniuryous to them vych be 
dcde bycause the foundarys therof & the soulys departyd seme therby 
to be def raudyd of the ben«f yte of prayer & almys dede ther appoyntyd 
to be done for theyt releyffe by thoyr hat wyl & testament ; and 
also the commyn wele & polytyke oidur apperyth to be much 
hyndryd & trowblyd by the same, bycaase many poie men ^ therby 
are lyke to be depryuyd of theyr lyuyng & quyetnes, wherin lythe as 
they thynke no smal inurye : how be hyt as touchyng thes caosys 
coinmynly allegyd, though they some to be of no smal weyghti yet 
tiiiey are obyectyd in thys mater by many f est lake of iugement &. 
consyderatyon, for to me a lytyl consyderyng wyth my selfe the 
nature of thys acte, hyt apperyth playnly nother to be vtturly 
agayne the ordur of charyte^ nother yet the foundarys wyllya 
to be broken therby wyth any notabul inlurye, for thys ys a 
snre ground by the ordur of al lawys, <& by the consent of al men of 
lernyng & iugement approuyd, that though grete respecte euer hath 
byn htul of ^e last wyll of testatorys & much pryuylege gmuntyd 
therto, specyally when hyt pfi'teynyd & tendyd to materyH of 
relygyou, yet thys I trow was neuer thought of any men of wysedoroe 
& prudence that al theyr posteryte schold be bounden of hygh 
necessyte to the sure accomplyschment & ful obs^^niatyon of theyr 
wyllys prescrybyd in testame^tt & that by no meanys they myght 
be changyd & ordryd to other purpos, for thys ys a sure truthe that 
the wyU A dede of enery pryuate man for a commyn wele may be 
alteryd by the supreme authoryte in euery cuntrey & kynd of 
pollycy, for as much as eu^y man by the ordur of god ys subyct 
therto, & hys wyl euer prasupposyd to be obedyent to the same in so 
much that though he be other absent or dede^ yet hyt ys alway by 
reson thought that yf he were present he wold gyue hys consent to 
al such thyngys as be iugyd by commyn authoryte to be expedyont 
to the publyke wele, to Uie wych no pryuate wyl may be lawfully 
repugnant. Wherfore albehyt the last wyl of the testatorys be by 
thys acte alteryd wyth authoryte, yet hyt ys not broken wyth 
iniurye, bycause the consent of the testator ys prasupposyd to be 
conteynyd therein, in so much that hyt may surely be thought that 
yf they were now lyuyng agayne & saw the present state of thys 
world now in our days, how vnder the pretense of prayer much vyce 
& idulnes ys nuryschyd in thes monasterys instytute & foundyd of 
them, and how lytyl lernyng & relygyon ys tought in the samo, 
ye & how lylyl chrystyan hospytalyte ys vsyd therin, they wold 
peranentore ciy out with one Yoyce, saying aftur thys maner to 
prjncys of the world — 'alter thes foundatyoi^ys wych we of long 
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tyme befote dyd instytute, ft tome them to some bettar vse & 
commodyte. We neucr gaue our poesessyonys to tbys end & pnrpos 
to the wych by abuae they be now applyd. We thought to stab]y9cU 
husys of verfctte, lemyng & relygyon, the wych now, by the malyee 
of man in process3 of tyme we eee tnmyd to vyce, blyndnes, & 
8upe9'8tycyon. We thought to stablyech oertayn cumpanya to lyua 
togyddur in pure and chiystyan charyte, wherin we aee now xeynyth 
much hate, rancore & enuye, much aloUie, idulnes & glotony, much 
^ ignorance, blyndnea & hypoctyeye, wherfor we cry, alter thea funda- 
tyonys & tume them to bettur vse ; prouyde they may be aa commyn 
scoly^to the educatyon of youth in y^rtue & relygyon, out of the 
wych you may pyke men apt to be ordaynyd byschoppys & prelatya 
for theyr perfectyon : prouyde they may be some ornament to the 
commyn wele & not aa they be now aklaunderouse A therwyth grete 
detryment' Thys perauenture they wold aay vn-to your hyghnaa^ 
requyryng your wysedome to cal thys mater to some lyke conaydeia* 
tyon, wherby hyt may appere that theyr wyUya are not vtturlj 
frustmt & broken by your gracys actys. 

** And yet many men ferther, aa hyt apperyih to them not wythout 
veaon, haue requyryd in thya mater much rather a juat refoimatyon 
then thya vthur ruynoae suppreesyon. How be hyt thoa men, aa I 
thynke, haue not in dylygent oovieyderatyon auch thyngya aa in thya 
acte are pryncypally to be pondeiyd & weyd, for though hyt be so 
that prayer & aJmys dede be much to the comfort of them wych be 
departyd, & thoitgh god delyte much in our charytabul myndys 
therby declaryd, yet to conuerte ouer much posaesayon to that end & 
purpos, & to appoynt ouer many personys to auch ofPyce & exercyae, 
can not be wythout groto detryment & hurt to the chzysttan com- 
mynwele, gud ordur & true pollycy . . . • * & though hyt be a gud 
tliyng & much relygyouaa to pray for them wych be departyd out of 
thya mysery, yet we may not gyue al our posaesayonya to nuryach 
idul men in oontynual prayer for them, leuyng other deetytute of 
helpe wych be in lyflfe, for to the one we are bounden by ezpreeao 
commandement, whereaa the other (^umyth but of mere deuotyon." 
It can, therefore, he says, be no fi'aud on the dead to turn their 
endowmente to the benefit of the living, since the latter will then be 
bound to pray for their benefactors, and if they fail to do ao the 
fiiult will lie with them, and not with the dead, " for whether we 
pray or pray not they schal not be depryuyd of theyr reward * by 
goddys gudnes to them appoyntyd, and yet I doo not say but that hyt 
ys grete comfort & xeleyife to them to see theyr poeteryte to haue 
them in charytabul memory, the wych thyng ya to bo requyryd of 
al men of euery sort & degre, & not only of them wych lyue in 
monaaterya." 

The suppression of the monaateries^ by reducing the number 
of those who run to the monastical life, "more mouyd by the 
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Idol quyetnes Ss vayn plemiro therin, tbcn by any dessne of perftiyt 
vertue & -true relygyon,** ^ will therefore, be believes, tend greatly 
to the advantage of the country, to the honour and glory of Gbd, 
and to the increase of good order. ^'For to me coneyderyng the 
atate of our cuntrey & nature of the eatne, & oo7nparyng hyt to 
other, hyt apperyth playnly that though ther be therin ou£t grete 
nombur of idul p^rsonys A yl occupyd, yet, 'regard had of the 
fertylyte, nature, & largenes of the place ther may appere a giete lake 
of pepul A inhabytantys of the same, in the conuenyent multytude 
of whome I iuge to rest the chefe mater, ground & foundatyon 
lirherapon ys byldyd al cyuyle ordur & polytyke, the wych tbyng 
may be gatheryd & pronyd suffyoyently, not only of the grete irast 
groundys, rude Ss vntyllyd, & of the forestya, coTTimynnys, & parkys 
fyUyd wy th wyld bestys, wych myght by dylygent culture be oofi- 
u^rtyd to profytabul vse and brought to the nutyschyng of man, ' but 
alflo of the rare A smal nornbur of cytes & townys, & of the com* 
myn dekay & ruyne of the same throughout al thys your reame 
& natyon, albehyt here-of many other causys may be notyd, but 
where as nother warre pestylena nor famyn hathe mynystryd cause to 
the dosolatyon of cytes & townys, hyt must nedys appere that the 
dekay & rvLjne therof spryngyth much of the penury of pepul A 
lake of inhabytantys, for of thys desolatyon other grete causys & 
bther chefe groundys I fynd not many : and for thys cause long I 
haue thought & iugyd thys grete nombur of prestys & relygyouse,* 

1 Page 477. > Page 178. 

* Compare the JHaUgne, pp. 70—73. 

4 Gomplainto of the excesBive number of friars and monks are fh^quent. 
Wydif says : — ** not two hundrld )eere agone |>er was no frere .... And now 
ben mony Inyosande of freris in Englond." — Worht^ ed. Arnold, IIL 400. See 
also the Dtalaffuff^ p. 149, snd A Suppiifeaetoi^ U owr matts ioueraigne Lorde^ 
Kyage Henry the Byght^ B. £. T. Boot ^* Oowper, p. 40; and oompare the 
following : — 

** Agayne, what an infinite nosiber of monstores, Monckes, I would haue 
sayd, and other religloaaae parsons^ and Qod wyl, as they desjre to be called, 
did there arise in this kyngdome? Who thought it not a better dede to put 
his ohilde into an Abbay, and there to line idelly, swinishly and irreligiously 
pampred vp with si delioions ikre that should prouoke vnto lewdnes, than to 
lette hym lyne abroade in the wolde^ and there to practyse some honest arte 
and oooupaolon, that might tame to the oommodite and mayntaynanoe of the 
eommon weale! What blindnes had Inuadsd thys Bealmel Did not we 
thinke it rather oar dutye to obeye the proude Bishop of Bome than our own 
natiae kyng? Did not we esteme hys fantastioall deores aboae the ediotea, 
lawes, k, actes of our own kyng? were we not more ready to folowe his 
senfuall iustes and beastlyke pleasures, than to obey the oommaandementes of 
our own kyng & raler t Into what perylles would not we oaste ourselaes to do 
y< rammish Bishop pleasure t Yea would Qod y^ oertayn of this realms in 
times past had not rather had a mynd to dye for y« maintenaujioe of y« fiUse 
Tsaiped power of y^ Bishop of Bome than to lyue w< obedyente and' faythf all 
hartes to oure moste Chrysten kyng '* (Beoon, Pathway U Prayer, Warki, 
1564, Vol. L iol xcii). 
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lyvyng vnmaryd in Tnclene Ijfe, to be much sklaunderoase to 
chrystum co?ntayn welys & to gyue no smal occosyon to tho dekay of 
thys gioand, the wych ys dowteles, as the veray foaadatyon to al 
oyuyle oidur cliefely to be r^gardyd. Wherfore now in tlies days to 
my iugement byt appery tb ^ bygbly expedyent otber to mynyscb tbys 
nombur of prestys & of rely^ouae porsonys, other to alter tbya law 
of bound cbastyte» tlioagh byt bathe byn neoer so long receyuyd, 
bat wyob of tbes two tbyngys ys now to thys tyme more conuenyent 
I sehal leue to your giacys wysedome & iugement; and of thys 
mater no thyng dowte at al, but that here ys a grete lake & penary 
of pepul & inhabytantys in your cytes & townys & bole cuntrey : 
the wyob lake, as by t apperytbe to me, may in some part be redreasyd 
A helpyd by thys your acte of suppressyon. For where as before 
tyme in tbes mona^te^s was nuryschyd a multytude of men lyuyng 
ynmaryd, & dowteles many in vnclene lyfe, to the grete dysbonowre- 
of god, & let of natural pr<?pagatyon, grete trust I baue that your 
byghnes by your gudnes & wyaedome wyl now set & plant tbeiin men 
lyuyng in lawful matrymony, wherby the nombur of your pepul 
sehalbe bereaftur muoh increasyd, to goddys bonowre A glory.* • . . 
' " But here ys a thyng wych many wyse men fcare & gretely 
dystrust^ & what byt ys I sehal to your byghnes breuely declare. 
Hyt ys openly iugyd & oommynly thought that the f erme A occupy* 
ing of tbes abbays & monasterys scbalbe leysyd & set vn-to grete 
lordys & gentylmen of much possessyonys & to them wych baue 
therof no grete nede at al, the wych dowteles, yf hyt so be, scbai 
much deftice & gretly dymynyscb the profyt of your acte & publyke 
vtylyte, for then sehal the grete co/nmodyte therof run but to few Ss 
to such wych mygbt lake hyt ryght wel, & your pepul therby scbalbe 
lytyl then increasyd ; wheras yf the f ermys therof were leysyd by 
copyhold, & of a mean rent, to yongut bretheme lyuyng in s^ruyce 
TnprofytabuUy, & to them wych he of lowar state & degre, they 
schold gretely belpe to set forward chrystyan cyuylyte & much 
increase the nombur of your pepul, specyally yf the ferme of the hole 
monasterys and demaynys of the same were dyuydyd into sundry 
portyonys & dyuerse boldys, & not leyayd to one to tume hyt vn-to 
a graunge. And thys thyng schold not be vlturly wythout reson & 
gud consydemtyon, for pytye hyt were that so mucb feyre bowsyng 
& gudly byldyng, wych mygbt wyth commodyte be maynteynyd to 
the cmnfort of man schold be let fied to ruyne & dekay, wherby our 
cnntrey mygbt appere so to be * def acyd as byt bad byn lately ou^rrun 
wyth ennymys in tyme of warre, the wych must nedys ensew yf the 
bole monastery be leysyd but to one to whome byt scbal not be 
necessary to maynteyne so much housyng, but a schyppe-cote 
perauenture scbalbe to hym suffycyent.*' He suggests that each 
monastery be divided and leased to sereral men instead of one^ so 

' Page 479. * Compare the Dialogue, pp. US U seq. 

3 Pago 480. < Pogii 481. 
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that more households and citizens might he produced " apte & mete to 
the servyce " of the commonwealth; the " relygyonse " may he removed 
to the greater monasteries, where they can hetter ohserre their roles. 
" Wherfore grete trust I haue & sure hope that your hyghnes, hy your 
' synguler wysedome & grete pollycy, wyl plant in thes housys a nothre 
cumpany then hathe hyn hefore, wyche haue gretly ahusyd the 
hem>fytys of god & of gud men to them gyuen, hy whome the 
nomhur of your pepul schalhe hettur increasyd & the mayestye of 
god, as hyt ys to he thought^ much bettur pleasyd, ye, & the soulys 
of them wych be departyd much more comf ortyd, of whome hyt may 
he iugyd conuenyently that ener as they delyte & take much comfort 
of the faythf ul prayerys & remembrance of theyr posteryte, so of the 
f aynyd babblyng of many f ul of hypocrysye ^ more by custume then 
wyth deuotyon vsyd, they take lytyl releyfiEe & consohttyon. Wher- 
fore though such a place be, as hath byn euer affyrmyd of al the 
antyquyte, where as soulys departyd be retaynyd from the fruytyon 
of the dyuyne mayestye, ther takyng releyffe & comfort of our 
prayerys made in faythful lone & charyte, yet thys schal not f olow of 
necessyte that by thys acte of suppressyon they suffur any wrong or 
iniurye, but rather, as fer as ma^mys reson may attayne, schal take 
grete oonsolatyon to see theyr possessyonys, wych long haue byn 
abusyd to the nuryschyng of vyce & idulnes,* now comiertyd & tumyd 
by your gracyouse gudnes & wysedome to the commyn comfort of 
theyr posteryte & to the settyng forth of goddys glory, the wych 
dowteles ys more schowyd & openyd to the world by the inultytude 
&c increse of hys pepul lyuyng togyddur in chrystyan cyuylyte then 
by a few lyuyng in the monastycal lyfe & solytary." ' 

Starkey then proceeds to treat of the question of the origin and 
progress of the supremacy of the Pope : two causes, he thinks, may 
be assigned for the former, ** the one for as much as general oounseyl 
of al chysttdn natyonys was iugyd of wyse men to beexpedyent both 
to redresse al cofnmyn errorys and heresys, & also to stablysch a con- 
formyte of man^Tys & ynyte of chrystys doctryne in the ^myuersal 
church, hyt was thought ^also mete & conuenyent to determe & 
appoynt one to be hede & chefe in the same to ordur the counseyl & 
propowne such th3rngys as were decred wyth authoryte : the other 
'bycause the word of god & doctryne of Cluyst ought to be kept 
psrfiiyt ^ hole in al chrystian poUycys, & ought to be the ground & 
foundatyon whereapon al chrystuin pryncys schold byld al theyr 
lawys & be the yeray end wherevnto they ought to dyrect al theyr 
actys & dedys, to the intent that pryncys schold not swarue from the 
groundys of scrypture nor decre any thyng contrary to the true sense 

* Oompare the DiaJofnte, p. 181, ''idul abb^-lubbarya.*' 
> Compare the SupplioacUm qf the Poore Qmmoju, B. E. T. Soc, ed. 
Cowper, pp. 79-80. 
« Page 485. 
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A intagtyta therof : liyi was pgranewtme iiigyd liy roacm abo to bb 
veray expedyerat to atablyacb aach a hade wheiby aa by a eommyn 
atey the body aifectya of pryncya & vnlawful pfupoays mygbl in 
aome parte be brydelyd, & conteynyd in oidnr." 

Tbe principal cauee of the continoanoa and inereaae of the power of 
the popea be thinks to be " that aftor tbe tyme that Conatantjme, the 
grete, Emperonre, by the conaent of al them vych were vnder hya 
monarchye, & by hya hygh powar, had atablyacbyd thya bade, the 
enydent ^ ytyly te wherof waa felt & pkynly pei^oeyuyd thiongh the 
hole chryatyan pollycy, & apecyally in thya ocoydent parte of the 
wodd, then men began to draw placya of acryptare to the oonfyrma- 
tyon therof and in proceaae oi tyme aneh aa aownyd therto wyth a 
lytyl apparent probabylyte were by the aTauneeiya of that powar 
declaryd to the world to prone the thyng of neoeaayte, for auch ya 
the aymplycy te of man that euery lyfyl apparence, namely in mate^ 
of lelygyon, indncyth hym by & l^ to ful peranaayonv apecyally 
when ther apperyth any daongerya or ineotmnodytM annezyd is 
auccedyng the aame." 

This power given to the popes might, he aays, have continued 
had they been content with what waa originally given to t^iem; 
bttt aa for seaa<»8 of policy they gradually increased it, so he thinks 
it was a matter of policy to end it, and he declares his conviction 
tliat as the Chuich prospered at iiist without a head in Bomei it 
will not uguTB it now if the Pope is deprived of his supremacy.' 
For though at first necessary, it had grown to such a height that 
it was essential to the safety of the countij ''vtturly to pluke out 
of al chiystyan poUycy euoh tyrattnycal iuiysdyetyon," and he hopea 
that otker j^inoea will follow the example aet them m England. 

Sbutkfij then impreases on the king the nacessity to *^ dyssyf ura 
and to aeparat arsundure, al such aa be g^undya of acryptura, 
laudabul custumys, ' and honeat lytys tendyng to oonfyrme trae A 
perfayt relygyon frome rnannys tradytycm, folysdi abusyB& enoneouse^ 
by the wych ys vnder growen al fidae A vayne auparstycyon : for to 
thys dyasyferyi^ & to thys man^r of eaatyng downe the prymaoy 
achal neu«r succede thebrech of chryatyan chaxyfte^ nor yet the ruyne 
of lemy^g, vertue or of gud cyuylyte. Wherof many honeat hartya 
& relygyottse haue conceyuyd grete feare & suapyeyon, dowtyng much 
that wyth thya defectyon from Borne, wie aohcld bane faUen & 
alyppyd also from al old rytys & rulys of our relygyon. But now 
sythen hyt bathe pleasyd your grace b^ your authoryte to stablysch 
the gud & auncyent custumys vsyd m ehryatys church from the 
bq^ynnyng, and to set forth tiie indyifereiit mean betwyx the old ^ 

1 F^ 486. * Compare the JDlalo^ue^ pp. 193-9. * Fli«e 489. 
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lijni BuperBtyeyon and thys Ij^i & airogant opynyon lately entiyng 
here amcmg vb, I tnut surely to see the doctiyne of chiyst so syncerely 
to he set forth, & the honoare of Qod so to he maynteynyd in thys 
nev pollycy, that al other chrystean piyncys schal take therof lyght of 
true iagemewt . . • • * Now I trust to see vertue & lemyng so to he 
estymyd hero among ys, and so to he lewardyd hy your giacys 
]y1)eralyte that al men sdialbe much encumgyd therto, and sJ men 
achal take therof iuste cause of reyoycyng; for though yertue of 
hytselfe ho suffycyent reward to al them wych wyth clare iugement 
can hehold the hewty therof, yet the oommyn sort hauyng therof no 
clam syght, syldome enterytii the stn^te paihe ledyng thervnto, 
except they he encumgyd & inilamyd wyth some hope of ytward 
lewiud & henrfyte ; " and to this use he expresses his hope that the 
king will turn flie immense revenues lately fallen to him. He then 
again refers 'to the ''yndyscrete [nechyng" which of late had nearly 
hrought in *^ a certayn dyuysyon,** and hopes that in future the people 
may live in ''p^rfayt ynyte, whermto syldon and rarer prechyng, 
made wyth gretar leniyng & dysciety<m . . schoki mynystur no smal 
cause and oeeasyon ; " for though at first '' hef<»e Chiystys doctryne 
w» kought to the world hyt was then necessary in eueiy cuntrey to hiuie 
often & mudi prechyng, to plant in mennys hartys the groundys of 
our relygyon, so now whereas hy t hath hyn stahlyd so many yerys, 
and hotii hy educatyon & tradytyon sowel cofifyrmyd, therys therof 
I thynke no such hygh necessyte," and > '^ Fersuadyd I am that yf so 
much prechyng had not hyn vsyd in thys alteratyon of your pollycy, 
hut yf thyngys had hyn set forth only hy your pryncely powar Ss 
au^oryte, ther echold neusr hane hyn so much repugnyng nor so 
much groge agayne your actys as appeiyd openly," for he says there 
is nothing ** more yncumly in chrystian commyn welys then to see 
euery lewde person at lyherty to hahyl in pulpyttys of the groundys 
of scrypture and of hygh materya & wejrghty conoemyng relygyon, 
the handelyng wherof worthyiy perteynyth to men of appnmyd 
Tsrtue is grete puiyte <^ lyiB, hygh lemyng and depe iugeme7»t" 

Heagain returns to the encoumgement of learning, ^ '* by thesyght 
wherof men schalbe styrryd A iiSamyd lyghtly to folow thys our 
trade & kynd of poUycy, and thys achal gyue to other ohrysUan pryncys 
by your graeys sletys dere ^ght of iugement ; thys schal moue them to 
loke to your exampul ; thys sehal make them gladly to schake away 
the yoke of the tyraflny of Bome^ and, schortly to say, thys I thynke 
Ts the only way to persuade other pryncys & to induce the world to 

luge thys defectyon to be a gud dede and to be wel doono 

*and truly to say I thynke no one thyvig hatha hyn a gretar stay to 
chrystum pryncys to oonteyna them in theyr old pollycy then hathe 
hyn the exampid of Germanye^ whose dyscorde and dyuysyon wyth 
so many kyndys of relygyon lately receyuyd hathe made many 

1 PAge 400. s Page 491. > Page 492. 
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chrysiton hartys, & many vise men* much to abhone al new 
alteratyon, but as OermaDye by lashnes and, as I take hyt, by lake 
of sobur iugeraent & dyscretyon bathe mynystiyd lyght occasyon of 
oner mncb lyberty to theyr pepu], by the reson wherof they slyppyd 
in-to a pestylent dynysyon, and so hath much defacyd & spottyd 
thys kynd of pollycy, so I trust that Englond, gouemyd & rulyd by 
your hygh -wysedome & iugement, your pepul beyng temperyd wyth 
sobumes & modestye, schal mynystur such ezampul & gyue such 
lyght therin that al other chrystum pryncys hereaftur schal gladly 
f olow thys alteratyon, & much desyre in theyr commyn welys to see 

lyke ordur of pollycy ^ and though Mastur Pole, in whome 

my trust surely was fyxyd ; that he wold haue subecrybyd to the 
iugyd tmthe heiin, bathe lately declaryd by hys wrytyng a contnoj 
sentence Tndyscretely, yet I trust he ys not so malycyouse, nor so 
lytyl studyouse of your gracys honowre, as to set hyt abrode to the 
face of the world ; and yet yf he, foigottyng hym selfe, schold mynd 
so to doo, mouyd other by the desyre of the auancemeftt of hys 
sentence, to the wych he iugyth the more parte of the world wythoat 
co97trou67iBye dothe agre, other els styrryd by ambycyon & study ot 
glory, wherwyth he may perauenturo be inflamyd gretely, I dowte 
not but that your gracys subyectys schal take therof lytyl pMisuasyon," 
for, he says, as to the Pope's supremacy, provided no changes be made 
in the doctrines and rites of the Church, it will soon ''be put in 
oblyuyon . . • . for eucry man semyth commyvily & Ttturly to 
abhorre that vsurpyd and clokyd tyraTmy." 

The whole question he hopes may be brought before a Qemstal 

Council, * the result of which he feels sure would be that the example 

flet by Heniy would be followed by other princes, for it is monstrous^ 

he says, that ** though byschoppys & prestys be the phefe membry s in 
ohiystum oommyn welys, hauyng powar of god to releyse men from 
al syn, as pudcharys of goddys word & mynysturys of hys doctiyne, 
where Tnto al chrystton ' pollycy must be finmyd & as apon the chefe 
ground byldyd, yet by the virtue of goddys word to calenge any 
authoryte as hedys and rularys, and to elayme ou^ al chjystuui 
pryncys any superyoiyte, I thynke schal appezo to goddys word playn 
contrary." For though secular authorities, as such, are subject and 

inferior to ecclesiastical authorities, and the law of man to that of 

jGod, yet it does not follow that Christian princesy in whom rests all 

power, should be inferior to any of their subjects, even though the 

latter be endowed with ecclesiastical authority. 

When he looks abroad and sees all the princes bent on war he is 

almost lost in despair, but he says, ^''I trust to see a general counseyl 

1 FAge 495. s Page 496. ' Page 497. * Page 499. 
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to f olow and by j&at gudnes pxyTtcepally the world rostoiyd to the 
old quyetnes, by the wych meaa your grace achal not only doo the 
offyce and dewtye of a veray chrystion prynce and of a trae hede of 
a chrystton congregatyon, but also by the consent of al men your 
kyghnes schalbe ingyd to be worthy of immortal glorye, and wyth 
hym to reyne, who ys the yeray hede of al churehys eternally. 

*^ Thus I haue dedaiyd breoely Tn-to your hyghnes the hopya 
wych I haue of thys present state & kynd of poUycy, mouyd by the 
redyng of Mastur Polys boke, wherin he studyth the abrogatyon of 
your actysy and the restitutyon of the old prymacy, declaiyng hyt to 
be a necessary ground to the cons^ruatyon of chrystyan vnyte and 
playnly schowyng how aftur hys iugonent thes your actys repugnyng 
to goddys law can not long endure in thys present age, & mudi les 
wyth your posteryte : but as he corruptly doth iuge your gracys 
actys^ as he apperyth to me, blyndyd wytii affi^ctyon, not weying they 
materys ind^erently, so I trust & surely hope that your hyghnesi 
not only by 3roui synguler gudnes, appoyntyng your successyon at 
tyme conuenyent» wel pof^deIyng the commodytes wych depend ther* 
apon, but also by your hygh prudence and pollycy» conteynyng tout 
pepul in ordur and vnyte, wyl so tempur your ac^ wyth al theyr 
successe annexyd to the same, and so ordur the present state dyiect- 
yng al thyngys to goddys honowre A glory, that they schal not only 
be an ezampul to al other chiystton pryncys to f olow and ensew, 
mynystiyng vn-to them lyght of iugement, but endure also long & 
inany yerys to the grete comfort of vs that in thys tyme, and to the 
inestymabul quyetnes of ^ al our posteiyte, Thes be my hopys, and 
ofte cogytatyonys & desyrys wherwyth aboue al woidly thyngys I 
comfort myselfe in thys mortal lyfTe. In the declaratyon inierof 
Tn-to your hyghnes^ yf I haue enyd orconceyuyd amya, I sehal most 
humbly besech your grace as my souerayne lord & mastur rather to 
impute of your gudnes myn errour to ignorancy and lake of ezperr- 
ence, then to any lake of wyl and d&syre of that thyng wych 
parteynyfli to your pryncely honowre, to the wych I schal serue 
duryng my lyfe, wytii the same faythfulnes of hart^ wherwyth* I 
aerue hym^ who ys the maker, gouemowre, and rulaie of alL" 

§ 17. Here we practically take leave of Starkey, for beyond 
indirect notices of his death in the appointment of his successors in 
the livings held by him, we have no further mention of his name. 

He had been named on the 30th December, 1536, to the 
Collegiate Chapel of Corpus Christi, in connection with the Church 
of St Laurence, Candlewick Street^ London,* and was presented to 

> Vugd 600. * JUS. wberwhythe. 

* Thomas Starkey dbricua hahet Mttena Beffis patentes de prMentaoiOfie 
ad OollegiuM Biae Capellam corporis OrUti inxta ecoleriam Eanoti Laurency 
ptvpe Oandelwyke strete Giuitatia Londonii London. Dioo. per mortem iiltiml 

e 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ixir Acxx)i7irr of the ohapbl of corpus ohbisti^ cannon ffssam. 

the living on the 26th January following. Hither, donbUeas, he 
betook himself after the failnze of the negodationfl with Beginald 
Pole, and here he composed the Dialogue, having, as he sajs, *^ alate 
in leyser and quietnes geddrid oertayn thisget by long obeeroatyoii 
and put them in wryting." 

Of this Chapel Newcomt^ gives the foIlowiBg account :^ 

''The ERrish Church of S, Laurence stood on the west side of 
8. laurence Lane (so call'd of this Church), which runs down from 
Canonnrtreet to Thames Street, in Candlewick-street Ward, and being 
near Candlewick (now Canon) Street^ waa in old time call'd 8, 
lAurence Candlewick-street Church. 

" It was in antient time increased with a Chapel of Jesus, by 
Thomas Cole, for it Master and a Chaplain; the which Chapel and 
Farish-Churdi was afterwards made a College of Jesus and Oorptta 
Christif for a Master and seven (or rather twelve) Chaplains, by John 
Poultney, Mayor, and was confirmed by Edward III. in the 20th of 
his Boign, having the year before, viz, July 1, 1345, granted Licence 
to the said John, to give and assign to the Custos of the Chantry 
founded by him, to the Honour of Corpus Chririiy and of the Church 
of S. Laurence, near Candlewick-street, London, and to the twelve 
Chaplains oelebrating there, the Advowsons of the Churches of 
ITapton, West-Tilbury, Chevele, Sheule, and SpaLhurst. 

" Of this Eounder, Sir John Poultney, was this Church afterward 
eall'd 8. Laurence Poultney (now commonly Pountney), which College 
»t the Suppieasion was valu'd at £97 17«. Wd, and surrendered in 
the Beic^ of Edward VL 

^TUs Cburdx (which on the Steeple had a very bfty spire of 
Timber and Lead, new-leaded in 1631 and 1632) was burnt down in 
the late dreadful Fire, and after that united to that of S. Mary 
Abchurch, which is made the Parochial'^hurch for both Ptoishes ; 
both whicli are made of the yearlv value of £120 in lieu of Tyths to 
the Inonmbent, and the site of this remains only as a buiying-plaoe 
for the Inhabitants of this Parish. 

Hujtta OoOegU Magidru 

Joh, Blackden, A.M., 24 July, 1532, per resig. Stevyns. 
Tho. Starkey, pi*e8. 26 January, 1536, per mortem Biaokden. 

Ineambentis enisdem. Bt diteete Uttert ille Beo^reodo in Critto p«M 
JoluMial LoDdoQii Bpifoe|M>. In cuius &c Tm^ B^tf apud WestmMMU^oHiiw 
zzz die Decembri«. 

per hreve de prioatl Sigilk) k de dato &«.— i^i^M^ Soil, S8 Hen. TIIL 
Pari 8, mem, (19). 

^ JUpertorium SeeUHaHicum PM^kiaU ZandinenH, 1708, ToL L ,v^ 
w 4,889. 
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LErrBB TO SIB GBOFFBBT POLE. IxT 

Will Istfrnetf^ pres. 22 October, UZS^ permortem Starkey." 

The date of ike following letter to Sir Geofiry Pole is clear from 
the leferesice to Pole^s having ^'[gottjen the Gaxdynallys hatte & 
robbe made." The mention to Throckmcwton refers to his having 
been sent back to Pole with a strong protest from Henry and Crom- 
well against his accepting the dignity of cardinal 

(1 February 1537.«) 

I wrote to you but short lately bycause I thought my lord, as he 
was purposyd, had come to you, but now I wyl recompense my 
ahortenes, how be hyt ta touchy fig newys from Italy your fiend hatha 
certyfyd you truly.* I have expownyd latine to you. 

Master Pole hathe [gott]en^ the Cardynallys hatte & robbe made wyth 
6u[che t]ryumphe as neuer was man in Bome, and playnly hyt ^s] 
wryten out of Italy that he shal schortly be pope, talis est midtoram 
ibi expectation but yet I can skant beleue that he wyl Inyoy that ty till 
before throgmorton3r8 arryual, wych schalbe schortly, & scbortly I trow 
also retome, for thereapon heng grete thyngys. The mater ya not 
wel borne. I wold you were here for ^ or iij days at your leysar, & 
come by my lord montague, yf you here of hys beyng ther at 
bokmore, for he wylbe also here fhys next weke as I here. Our men 
in the north I trust be wel quyetyd : my lord of Norfolke wyth hya 
oonseyl ys now ther. Beyonde the see ther ys grete prepamtyon apon 
al syd^ysy bothe among chxysten men & turkys, and lately the duke of 
fiorence was alayn by hys own Cosjn in tne myddyl of hys owoe 
towne, such myach^e ya in the world. Master goetwyke lokyth for 
you for the kyngys money, A thya Maatet olyver wyllyd me to wryte 
to you, & I am sure you wyl btyng hyt up wyth you and more to 
satysfye other credytorys, si qui sint. I have noM other newys, but 
deayryng you that I may be moat humbly recommendyd to my lady, 
your mother, vale, Londini, Calen^^is febmar^j, 

Th. Starkey. 

Here ya a lettur of maatrea brownya wythin. 
[Addressed] The Byght worahypf ul S* geoffiny pole. 

§ 18. Of the exact date of Stadke/a death we are ignorant He 

^ Afterwardfl Dean of Peierborougb. He it wms who complained agalhst 
Bonner, Biehop of London, for leaving oat of his sermon at I^ftu^8 Gross the 
article of the king's authority in hia minority, contrary to the king's injunc- 
tions^ and for some neglects In his pastoral office and daty, for which he was 
prossonted and deprived of his bishoprie, October 1» 1649. 

s State Papers, Bewrf VIII^ PsibUo Beeerd Qfiee. This letter is maoh 
worn, some parte being in a very bad state. 

* Nearly half a line Is iU^ble here. 

^ A hole in the paper hero carries off the words supplied in brackets. 

«2 
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Ixvi STARKSY's death and CHARACnSR. 

uras oertainly dead before the let September, 1538, for on that date 
Gramnery as appears from the Eegidera in Lambeth Palace libraiy, 
presented Hugh Coren to the Uying of Great Mongeham, jper mortem 
fuOurdlem Thome Starkey, B. T. P. vaeantM (leaf 865, back). If, 
thenlore, the will printed above (p. viii) is leallj Starkey's, his death 
must have taken place in the last week of Angosty 1538. His sne- 
eeraor at Corpus Christi was presented, as we have seen, to the Hying 
on the 22nd October, 1538, and the Patent apx>ointing him bean 
date 24th September. 

It is yery eyident that Statkey was far more suited for the life of 
a student than of a politician. Of a sincere and upright^ but readily 
persuaded disposition, he was completely at the mercy of any more 
skilled in douUe dealingSy and willing to take adyantage of his weak- 
ness. His letters after the fiedlnre of the negociations with Pole show 
at once his earnestness and his wont of strength of mind, and it is 
dear that from the first he was looked upcm and used by both 
parties simply as a tool. 

I have omitted aU mention of Starkey's work. An Ea^ortation io 
Clm$tian (/mty, because it is quite uncertain when it was written. It 
is quite possible, and not improbable, that it was composed in 1534, and 
tliat it led to his being recommended by Cromwell for the appoint- 
ment of chaplain to the king. The work, which ib fblly described 
by Strype, EccUb. Memcridts, YoL L pi L pp. 266, 514, begins by 

stating how ** the Pope for maintenance of his authority, under colour 
of religion, had brought in among Christians much false superstition ; 
and for the maintenance of his pride set great diyisions among 
Christian princes ; what insolent pride and arrogance it was in the 
Pbpe to affirm a superiority among Christ^s disdples, nudung Peter 
chief head, and so the Bishop of Rome he that must be chief judge 
over all Christendom, and oyer all princes and laws, with interdicts 
and dispensations to rule them at his pleasure : that the Pope's pre- 
rogative could not be shown from any ground of Scripture. That 
until the time of Pope Sylyester, about the space of four hundred 
years, there was no mention at all made of this head : that all the 
ancient and good interpreters of Christ's gospel among the Greeks 
kept silence concerning this authority, in all their books neyer making 
any mention of it : and that if this were true, then should all the 
Indians tiiese thousand years haye run headlong to damnation, who 
never took the Bishop of Bome to be head of Cloist's Church. The 
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OBiaiNAL DBAUOHT 0? OTABKIT'S FIB8T URCEB TO CBOMWBLL. Ixvii 

same might be said of the Greek nation, and of the AnneniaJiSy who 
would never own that Bishop for their head*" 

He concludes as follows : — 

** Wherefore, dear friends, seeing that this superiority, given to 
the Bishop of Borne, is neither by God's word in His Bcriptoie 
granted, nor bj the practice thereof by His apostles, inspired with 
His Spirit, confirmed and founded, as a thing to the salvation of man 
requisite and necessary; I see no cause why we should so stiffly 
maintain the same, and so stubbornly repugn to such good and 
common policy; whereby is plucked away from our nation such a 
doaked tyranny, whidi under the pretext of religion hath stabled 
among us mudi superstition, to the great ruin imd d^ay of tha 
sincere, simple^ and pure doctrine of Cluist.'' 

The following letter appears to be the original draft of Starkey^s 
applioation to Cromwell for appointment as king's chaplain, already 
reprinted at p. ix from the more complete copy in MS. Hari. 

For as mucbe that I see you so occupyd in materys of weyig^t 
in al such tymys wherin you gyue audyence to such as sue vn to you 
for your socur & coTiseyl, I haue thought most conuenyent| breuely 
in wrytyng to schow the cause of my suto now vn to you, beeech- 
ynge you at your plesure to rede hjt, at suche tyme, as you are not 
bes^id wyth gretur affityrys ; requyryng you also of pardon of thys 
my importune boldnes, for maruayle you may, that I, beyng to you a 
straunger & almost vnknowne, schold so boldly requyre your conseyl 
& ayde, & specyally in such a cause wych semyth to requyre longur 
acquyntaunce ; but maruayle you not, your gentylnes ys the cause, I 
assure you. the synguler humany te schowyd vn to me at your fyrst 
communycatyon, and the grete gudoes wych you to al mei» declare 
in al gnd & honest requostys bathe put such confydetice in my hart 
and stomake, that I put no dowte, that you wyl not only gladly here 
my request, but also put to your conseyl & ayde to the fortheranco 
of the same, and bycause I wyl not trowbul you ouer long, schortly 
to schow you thys hyt ys. I wyl open my mynd now vn-to you, 
non other wyse, then hyt ys open to hym who seeth aL I haue spent 
many ycrys in the studye of letturys, occupying ray pore wy tt wythe 
such dylygence as I coude, to attayne to some knolege, both of the 
law of god & of the law of man, and in thys my studys, I haue had 
hytherto grete plesure and cotnfort, euer more trustyng to haue some 
occasyon & tyme wherin I myght apply such lernyng as I attaynyd 
vn to^ at the last to some vse & profyt of my cuntrey ; thys bathe 

■ State Papen, PuhUe Meeord Office^ Hewy VIIL 
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stauckt ab a lotsr. 



byn I testyfye god the end of my fltndys, thys haihe Lyn eaer before 
my yeesy and to thys now I loke yn to wytbe gretnr deeyre then 
euer I dyd hytherto to any other thyng in my lyfe : but now In thyg 
case & condycyon I stond, that of myselfe I can not attayne to thya 
end accordyng to my deayie, the gadnea of our pryfuw wha 
gouemyih ts me semyth ys anch, 00 sett to the lestitatyon of the 
true commyn yrele, that my mynd now gynyth me thys, that yf hyt 
plesyd hys grace to Tse me theim, I conde in some parte heipe thet 
Tnto. Whrafor if hyt wold plese you of your gndnea as my aura 
troat ysi aftur yout prudence to helpe & aet f orwarde thys my purpose 
what you achal dea^e of me you can bettnr conceyue, then I can 
wyth wordyB ezpresse. Thya I aasure you I aehal euer juge that 
by you I haue optayn3rd a giete parte of my f elyeyte, and Sie rest 
of my lyfe I wyl gladly spend aoeoi^ng to your ordur & dyapo* 
aytyon. 

Tours assmTdly, 

Thomas Starkey. 

The following letter is interesting as exnibiting Starkey in a new 
Kghty that of a lover. The date is eyidently before 1522, while he 
was still a young man, and it is written wifii a curious admixture ct 
Italian, which shows plainly that he had not perfectly mastered tho 
French tongue.^ 



■iMhMiiotplaotd 
wlodowt f n th« 
trMttaofmMiyto 
that their ftethigt 
might be ondnr- 
■tood withoot 
wordii inncih nnon 
l^BOir UaoMhar, 
Mng M I am in 



ao that I cannot 
taflttarma 
axpraia my SmI- 
Ibga towarda yoo. 



Bst tnnaflbotioii 
may often ba 
expreiaed in rnda 
and unpoUahed 
hingnage: beUava 
Mott tlierafora, 
that tbMC are the 



Combien* au temps passe quant je pensoys de lea 
oueres de nature il me sembloyt, ohe dan la male forme 
la nature des homes, pur ce che na pas fayt quelob 
petytes fenestres dauant le cure, affyn che sans paroUea 
on les pouyt cognoystre laffectyon, touteffoys au present 
Je le troue plus graunt faute che jamays paniuant, 
dautant che je coristitue en vn pays estraunge la ou je 
ne puys exprymcr auec parolles oa termes ce che 
mon pouer cour panse. neanmoyns, quant je mo 
souuyent de vostre graunt humanyte Ss cure benygne, 
cela me ha balliTa (f) pen de hardyesse pur ourye la 
buche, en faysant croyre ausi che vous no» regarderaj 
po3nit la rudesse de mes parolles, mays tant soleme/it 
laffectyon du mon cure, le quel se monstra volontyer 
plus souant en rudes parolles, che en elegantes & bien 
cofnposees : et afifyn che je ne youa donne trop graund 
fascherye auec mes lettres en peu de parolles je youa 



< suae Papers, Hemy VIIL, Puhlie Reeerd Offiee. 

* Byen souant wa$ written firtt^ then altered te Combkn. 
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declaryreiay lynte/ifeyon de mon cure,^ mays au com pSfi'barSSSf 

meneement je voos supplie, madame, de voufi persuader, ofdypaBheUourf 

che ces paroUes ensuyuant sont esciypt non pas aueo 

loueor vyle & commune, nays auec les vyue sprytes de 

mon coure* Depuys le primer jur che jay veus la From the unt 

beuty syngnler & ]a bonne grace che est en tous, et ▼^^^IIS^Lull'''' 

depuyse^ che jay cogneu & experymente la honte hcmes^ "^^ "^ •"■^ 

tete auec les synguler vertues, jay este pryns de vn si 

synguler aifectyon envers vous, che jamays depuys mon ^^yT^u bUa 

potter oour a este an sa lyberty acustumee: il non panse SutothSkof 

ne juor ne nuyt de altre chose synoA de vous, et de telle ■<>*i^^<^y<>^ 

aorte est rany che me semble die yl est plus very table- 

ment auec voos che auec moy. Tl ha lasse mon corps 

ionte desolee, sans joy & sans pleysyr, comment voua 

pouiays Yoyr si jammays tous aues pryittgard de cela : 

et aonsi Tons voyes laffectyon de mon cure, mays 

anchore, affyn che voos saches la qualyte de ioelle Toys 

moy madame. II non tende a aultre fyne si non de 

▼ous fayre honoure & aervyce, et oomme de tous Ter- ^^T^vi^^^^^ 

tues Iha sa source & fountayne, ausy en icellee, ha *^^*^'*^^' 

son fyne, comme je vous dedareray plus largement Slimtoj^te 

quant a la vostra bonna grace playre che je parleray a ^H^^^^ 

TOUS de ce purpos. £t puree, madaroe, je vous supplye toi^wttSmt. 

par lamor che vous porte al honour & honestete de 

bonys gentylhomys che lamor & laffectyon che je porte 

envers vous est si honeste che vous playse dacceptor de 

bone cure> affyn che vous me restituer ^i mon liberty ^^,^,0111,1^^^ 

& che de cela. Si vous aues lu cecy je vous supplie de rMdUa«Mibw 

lelyer plus dylygemment & prenes les lettres escryptes tSmSSlSff' 

a vous, puree che vous ^estes la dame a la quele je suys ^Sm^^S^ 

plus Bubiecte che an dame en ee monde: voua aues 2£°!;|JyJiJ^'' 

mon pouer oour a vostre commandement & puree je iMrtiiMp^Tt. 

vous supplie tiete luy gentylment seion. 

Here again we have Starkey in an unexpected character. 
Apparently he had f otgotten himself at a dinner, and under the 
influence of drink had used language unfitted for a theologian and a 
philosopher. There is no due to the date of this letter, which is 
reprinted from the original in the Bocord Office. 

^ Mon core U wriUen •ter mes letiras trMod. 

' Written in the nuiiigia there is here as follows, but without any oonneo* 
tion or caret : — le cuer noa serrai (7) iamays repoe che ha flaaoe en chose 
mortalle o ohe ame plus le choses xnortales che imraortales^ oar Uunor deeor- 
donee est la oauaa de toutes les maulx en oe monde, oomme bleu ordoaee est 
causa de toate bienuys (?). 
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'sTABXET's MUffiBBiVIOVB AT ▲ DlVNEB-PAKnr. 



Wen did PUny 
Mqr thiit notiiiBft 
ill this worid WM 
mon diflleiilt 
than to JudiTB tlw 
llfc and ohwaclT 
«<auMUi9 



Umbi whom BOl 



Ai pUloioplitiv 

•iKMddordlinMi 
tettMiiMMtqatol 




thaafbra 

lOKlaDaoto 

teaHhiiDaalfai^ 

infliMnoaofwiM^ 
lo uae aourriloaa 

didTSurfriaS 
WittintOB'a 
dinaar. Wbwa- 
lbra,m7daar 
Starkaj, rapant^ 
and ahoir Toar- 
adf;aabaforab 
ap^taraof 



Qmun rniilta alia doete atqw pradenUr PKnhi* 
scripeerity turn illnd mihi qi«ai?i pradentiflainie ao 
aapieittisaime dixiase yidsiur yitam homiroB mnltoa 
lecessQB habere mnltaaqtia latebxas^ Tt plane nihil sit 
diffidlins qttam de vita ao moribos homimun jadicart^ 
Kam doclnna si qua est in aliquo, si qua dioen^ vis ae 
eloquentiay facile seipsam prodife atqiM emmpit. Nee 
dom«ni lateie poUt^ vtqt/d vltxo sese plenunqtitf gestiat 
piofene ac diffondere. At mores hommisdiffieUius cog- 
noscnnturmuta»tuiiqu0 sepias; Yt nihil sit komisie feio 
Tersipelliiis nihil mutabilins ; Kon pcotens ille, qnonia 
etiam Chamelionte versatior ao mutabilioTy Tt mnUa idia 
cmittam* An noM yidemns feie mansoeto ao »iti in- 
genio hommes remissos admadum ao tarde indoUs rltra 
moduxE exoandesoerel Nam qaemadmodimi nihil est 
his homtnibttf odiosios qui sese sapientes ezistimafit 
nihil ncm sibi, amieis autem param triboefites, nnsquaiit 
non molesti, eoTitamaces, loqnaoes, refractaiii — qiudem 
te minima esse jndioo — sic contra nihil his amabilins qui 
aliis pfauimnm^ sibi antem nihil aut panun anogafitos, 
de sao etiam jure ybiqtia decedeie paiati, ne dicam 
alieno : mnltum se intra suae viies contrahunt modeste- 
qtM silent; andiente* libenter judickom sispoidunt^ 
ant oerte de quoeniNqiie judicaie param tntmn esse 
patent ao plerainqiia etiam temerariom. C<mt6ntio 
enim pio le poroa sicati molieram ac sophistaram 
piopna est Ita Tirora?n est moderate ao tempestioa 
tadtainitaa maxnne philosophonim ae theologoram, qoi 
Tt nomine ipso patet non de qoiboscamqiia rebns loqai 
debeaat sed de deo ao diuinis, et fratram amioorarnqtia 
infiimitates et animi motas qnosdam equo animo f errs, 
S0ctmdtim illod eyangelinm, ^ne dices fiatri tio^ raha,' 
Quid enim, Tt pmbe nosti, f ertili theologo stoltias aut in- 
tolerabiliost Porro qaid minos conoenit homini theologo 
quam sconilibas India ac jods et^ yt domestico Ttamtir 
Tocabido, qoartes (1) theologieque seesionia grauitatem 
infiectere cena communis nostri amid WittintoxL Id 
fedt ac mensyino flagrans oontinaisq«« potibos madola 
non potest non yariis turn desideriis tom affeetibas 
estaare. Quare, mi Starke, ytiaqtis menu aat si maois 
cam hieronimo lapide pectos contondas et iterum ad 
sobrietatisy modestie, yerecundie, tacitornitatis exem- 
plar mihi ceteriequtf andda omnibitf imitandmn te 
cono^rtas. Nemo wviquam at a sese d^genemoit yt 
non facile rursum mansnescat si modo culture yt 
Horacius inquit pacieatem commodet aurem. Yale. 
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§ 19. ThefoUowixigletteinStaxkAy'aliandwritbgy^andapiMawnUy 
addf oroe d to Cfomwell, aeems to lefiar to hii Exhortation. In it h« 
protestB against its being considered a fault in his book that he had 
inclined neither to the one side nor the other, a feature which he 
himself considen as the ** chef e vertue of the oiatyon." MoreoTer, 
considering the persons to whom it was addressed, he thinks he had 
gone into the point quite as much as was necessary. At the close he 
intimates his intention of pnblishing **ak certayn fimtasye^" by which 
he probably means his DicUoffWi. 

Syr, I had thought thes days past to bane spoken yn to yon 
eoncemyng the lytyl oratyon wych lately I wryte & your sentence of 
the same, but bycause I haue seen yon eaer so occnpyd, I hane not 
wythout cause hytherto abstaynyd, feaiyng I achold trowbel your 
neoessaiybeaynee wythmycommunycatyon. Wheif or I schal besech 
you thes few wordys in wrytyng to accept^ aftnr your custumyd 
muk&Ty A then to rede at your conuenyent leyser. Syr, syth yon 
sehowyd me of late what you tiiought of the boke, I haue peruayd 
the thyng agayn & weyd hyt wyth my self e somewhati more dyly- 
gentiy, &, playnly to confease yn-to yon the truthe, thys I wyl say, 
that as you haue jugyd of the mater so hyt ys indede ; thys mean ys 
not put out at lai^ wych yon requyre, wherin you hmie jugyd af tur 
a^iother sort then some other haue downe to whome you dyd exhy- 
byte the thyng to rede, who, the chafe vertue of the oratyon, yf ther 
be any therin conteynyd, as I vnderstode, haue notyd for a grete 
faute, & that was bycause I apperyd to be ouer Tehement agayn the 
one eztremyte, & to be of nother parte, but betwyz both iodyfibrent, 
the cause of the wych jugement I wyl not touch but leue to your 
prudefice. but, syr, to you I schal sp^ as I thynke, wych ys thye— 
that, euen lyke as you haue downe in al other thyngys, wherof at any 
tyme hyt hath plec^ you to talke wyth me, euer touchyd the stiyng 
ft knot of the mater, in so much that of your oommunycatyon I haue 
geddryd more frute of truth then I haue downe of any other man 
lyuyng syth I cam here to my ountrey, so you haue downe yn- 
dowtydly in thys, for thys mean wych yon requyre ys not at lenghth 
set out in my boke, nor I can not tel whether my wyt be suffycyent 
or abul therto^ for this mean in al thyng ys a strange stryng, hard to 
stryke apon & wysely to touch, for by thys the annony of thys 
bole world ys conteynyd in hys natural course & bewty : by thys 
ftl cynyle ordur & poUycy ys maynteynyd in cytes & townys wyth 
gud cynylyte: by thys mannys mynd wyth al kynd of yertue 
gamyachyd ys brought to hys quyetnes & f elycy te, and by thys here 

■ State Pujperif Henry VIII, PMie Boeerd Office. 
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Izzii starkbt's dsfbnce op his ''exhortation." 

In our purpos al gud A true relygyon wythont impyoty or supcr- 
fltycyon ys stablyschyd to goddys honowie & glory among al chiystyaii 
natyonys. Wherfor to set out thyB mean, as hyt ys a thyng most 
liyely to be desyryd, so my wytt & capacyte hyt for-passyth ; Ss yet 
the mater I hauo some what touchyd, &, perauenture, as much as ys 
necessary for them to whom I dyrectyd my communycatyon, for as 
to the pepul thys partycular mean fully to presente I thynke hyt 
schold not nede, to whome you know obedyence ys more necessary to 
thyngys decred by commyn authoryte then scmpulose knolege & 
ezacte dysquysytyon, the wych thyng perteynyth to hyar phylosophy. 
And for thys cause I thynke in the Conceyl of nece the summe of our 
&yih was geddryd Ss brought in to certayn artycles & so propownyd 
4n $imholo to al chrystyan natyonys as a thyng to be had in hint suffy* 
cyent to the pepul wythout ferther dysquysytyon, and in the rest 
euer gyuyng meke obedyence to the ordur & custume in eosry contra 
stablyschyd wyth concord & ynyte : and thys same thyng apperyth 
0Q%cyent to me that the pepul & body of the oommynalty^ euery man 
dowyng hys offyce & duty as he ys callyd & by goddys prouygyon 
appoyntyd here in thys wordly pollycy, schold hang apon tha 
commyn ordur in euery cuntre & leyn ther-vnto wyth sure fayth & 
ezpectatyon«of euer-]ast3mg lyfe, here aftur to be had by the maia 
bensfyte & gudnes of god, who to tb, so trustyng inhym, hath mads 
such promys of hys benygnyte. Thys ys the most sure knot aftur 
my judgment of al chrystyan qruylyte, to the wych yf any pryuato 
peivon repugns sedycyously, mouyd by any scrupule of conscyence 
superstycyously conceyuyd, yf he may nother be brought to knolega 
by gud instructyon, nor yet to obedyence wyth gentyl admonytyon, 
he ys not worthy to lyue in that commyn pollycy, nor to be a membyr 
therof, as one that abhorryth from al gud ordur & cyuylyte; non 
other wyae than he doth apon the other syde^ who, by arrogant 
opynyon hyghly conceyuyd, al lytys & custumys ecdesiiistical ytturly 
despysyth & tredy th vnderfote : of the wych ij sortys I feare thw ys 
no smidl nombur here in our natyon, as I haue before more largely 
notyd. But Syr I trust that the gudnes of hym who bathe inspyryd 
in-to the hart of our piynce thys alteratyon of poUycy schal also gyue 
hym grace to fynd out the most conuenyent mean to set hyt forward 
wyth a cofnmyn quyetnes, to hys honowre & gbry, for tiie wych I 
wyll not oesse to pray, for to other thyng lytyl ssrnyth my power 
& capacyte ; and yet syr thys one thyng I dare aifyrme & boldly 
say, that, though in my oratyon I haue not prseentyd at lenghth thys 
mean wherof you spake most prudently, yet yf ther were any such 
powar in my wrytyng & probabyl persoasyon wych myght induce 
in-to the hartys of the pepul of the sorupolose sorte such obedyence as 
I haue ther touchyd, schowyng also the manor how they schold ther-to 
be inducyd, I wold not dowte, I say, but that in concord & vnyte 
they schold agre wythout scrupule of conscyence to al such thyngys 
as here be decred by commyn authoryte. But thys lyth not in my 
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powar, wherofor I aobal commjt al to the piouydence of .god, reBsra- 
yng yet a certajn fantasye herin to my selfe, wych I wyi, yf hyt 
may so plese yoo, at conuenyent leyser open vn-to yoti, the mean 
tfme besechyng you to pardon me of thye my rudenee in mry^rng, 
the wych I pray yon, yf hyt be your plesuie, when you hane red, 
oommyt to the fyie.^ 

§ 20. 1 have reserved the following letter^ for thelast^ not only as 
being in my opinion the latest in date, but also inasmuch aa it is that 
in which Starkey dedicates his Dialogue to Heniy YIII., and explains 
his motives in writing it. It does not help us much in ascertaining the 
dato of that work : we can only see that it was after June 1536, since 
Pole's book is referred to ; and if Strype is ooneet in stating that 
Lnpset accompanied Pole to Itome (see p. zlv), it must have been 
after Janoaiy 1537. The true dato I beUeve to be about June 1538, 
since it is not at all probable that Starkey would have ventured to 
dedicate to Henry a book in which Pole was so fkvourably introduced, 
or to speak of him so highly in the present dedication, while his 
bitter language was still fresh in the king's mind. 

Long and much at sundry tymis I haue WiVi my selfe, most 
nobull pzinoe, reasonyd and consideryd to what end and porpos ma» 
by nature sehold be creat and brought forthe here in to this lyght^ 
jEor though ma» so lyue commynly giuing himselfe to all wordiy 
vanyto as ther were in him nothing immortoll and heuanly, yet wen 
I be hold his gudly foime, fascyon, and stature, wiik so much comly 
be-hauyour, and then considur also his grete wit and pollyci wyth 
such a meruelouse memory, that all thingea therby he comprehendith, 
I cannot but thioke that he ys formyd and made to A hier end and 
porpos then any other lyuing creature [on] erthe ; I cannot but thinke 
and playnly juge that he ys brought forthe to the intent that aH such 
giftys as be to him by the benefy to of nature and gudness of god 
aboue aH other mortail creaturys giuen he sehold commyn and aply 
to the profyt [of] other and setting forthe of goddys glory, to the 
wych porpos me semyth eusr he sehold dyrect and appoynt aH his 
actys and dedys, oonsellys and thoughtys, as to the chofe end shortly 
to say af tur my jugement to the wych he ys borne and of nature 
brought forthe. and so by this consideratyon mould long and many a 
day most nobutt prince much desirouse I haue byne to 867'ue your 
grace amd my cuntrey imploing such giftys as of his mere gudnes hit 
hath plesid him god to comy» vnto me must gladly in your seruyce 

1 Bodoraed in a late hand. ^ Cranmere, as I suppose. A deolaraoion of 
worke w*^ he had mynded to publishe.** 

* State Paj[)er8j Ifenrif VIIL^ Public Beeori OJHee, 
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to the settsmg forth of goddys honowie and gloiy, to the wyeh I jtige 
myselfe so to be bunden of xyght dewty, that except in some parte 
occasyon serue me to satysfye the samsithe rest of my lyfe schall 
appear vnto me both tedyonse and displesant wherfor seing that 
nother tyme nor place hath not yet seroid me nor mynistiyd occatyon 
of deckling myn affect and ardent desire conoeming the same I haue 
now akte in leyser and quietnes geddrid certayn thinges by long 
obseruatyon and put them in wryting wych I trust to your gracys 
irysdome and jugement schall appear to this tyme nothmg dyscon- 
nenyent» after tluit I haue a ly till at large openid Tnto your higflijneea 
the prooeflse of the mater and the cawse wych hath mould me now at 
this tyme to the writing of the sama aftur that I had spent parte of 
my youth in the study of philosophi and therby somewhat psroeyuid 
tiie dygnite of mannys nature inflamyd I was with a grete desire to 
take sum expeiyence of the manerys of other pepull in strange natyon 
to the intent I myght therby of such thing6« wych I had in bokys 
red, geddur and oonfyrme a more stabull and sure jugement : wher> 
apon I went streyght in to the cuntre of Italy, as to the place most 
famyd both wst^ grete leming and gud and just pollyci, by the reson 
wherof glad I was ther certayn yiris to be conuersant as dilygenUy 
as I eowd obstfruing ther leming ther in hye philosophy as ther 
manerys and practyse in commy7»pdllyBi, by tiie wych obs^ruatyon I 
was somewhat better instructe at my return into myn owne cuntrey 
indyfferently to considur & wey the custumys and manerys of myn 
owne cuntremen wtt^ the polycy vsid here in our natyon, whcreapon 
I lokyd as a stranger as me thought in no parte corrupt by any 
affectyon, but indyfferent jugement euery thing examyning : and so 
well noting the manerys here vsid at home and comparyng them 
wttA other vsid in straunge natyon I haue fund grete oonectyon yfiih 
much abuse in law and poUyci wherof by long obs^ruatyon I haue 
geddryd a certayne commentary and compylid as hit were a lytill 
boke of the sama The procease whereof I will bre[ve]ly Tuto your 
grace open and schow now at this tyme, for as much as [II perceyue 
your highness now nothing more curith and hath in myna than the 
extyrpatyon of all abusys both in custume and law by processe of time 
growen in here in this your commynwelth, by the reson whereof grete 
hope I haue onys yet to see that veray and true co^nmyn wel whereof 
I haue wttA myselfe fansid here in your reame to haue place and bj 
your high wyaedome and polyci here to be stablyschid and set to the 
grete comforte of this present age and of all our posteryte. and for as 
much as my porpos ya in this commentary to tuch the man^r and mean 
of the resty tutyon of this true commyn wele and luste poUyci I haue 
deuiding the boke in to iij portys in the lyrst openid as fiur as my 
pore wite and sklender lemyn[g] wy U strue what thug hit ys that men 
so much speke of and call a commynwele or a gud and lust pollicy, 
and wherein hit principally atondith and chefcly is grondyd : in the 
seconde part I haue geddryd as my lyttill experyence hath scruyd me* 
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the most oommyn and notabull abusis, both in manerys custufTtmys 
and all commjn lavys wych in prosaes of t jme aie entijd among vs, 
voreby ve aie slippyd from tliat gad and iuate pollicy : and in the 
theyrd parte fynally I hane tonchid the maner and mean how thes 
abnflys both in custam and law may be reformyd and the treu oom- 
myn wele a-mong tb restoiyd. and for bycawse tiie restitutyon hereof 
lyth chefely in the pronydence of god, and yoar hie wysdom and 
pollicy, I haue now Tsid this boldness to present this mde commen- 
tary vnto yonr maiesty trosting therby to put your grace in remem- 
brance and to mymstnr some occatyon of the innuentyon of many 
other more oonttenyent meanys of the restoryng of this commyn welle, 
then other my wyt or capacite [can] consyue or attayne, for I dowt 
not at ally but that the gndnes of him, who hath gyuen your hie- 
nes lyght of jngment aboae the rest of princys now leyning in onr 
days, by the reson whereof yon haue ytterly plukkyd vp the rote of 
all abuser this ytward powar and intolerabnll tynuany of rome» 
wherwit^ the christyan natyon long hath byne opprossyd by pretext 
and colour of relygion, I dowt not, I say, but the same gndnes of 
god shall inspyre your most nobtdl harte -with such lyght and 
knolege that to your heynes hit shaH be, aftur so long vse and 
experyenoe had in this your reyne to see and perceue the most con- 
nenyent mean of the yttur extyrpatyon of all other lyke abusyon. 
this hope and sure trust I haue wych hath so incorragid me that I haue 
not ikyned to exibyte to your grace this rude commentary the wych 
I haue formyd in a dyaloge and a f amylyar eommynicatyon had be- 
twyxt ij of your gracys most true and fayfutt serua^itys and sub- 
iectysy of the wych the one ys depertyd to the s^myoe of him as I 
trusty to whome lA chiistum hartys relygiously here seme in erth, 
Thomas Lupset of wych, if hit had pleaaid god, your grace schold 
haue had true and fayfutt seruyce^ the other ys yet I trust in lyfe, 
Maister Baynold Pole, of whose virtue and gudnes, yf he ooud haue 
seen that thing by his lemyng wych your most notabull olarkys in 
your reame and many other hath approuyd, your heynes schold hane 
had before this certayn, and sure experyence, of thee wych thing also 
yet I dow not Ttterly dyspeare, for I trust hit shalnot be long before 
he shall declare vnto your grace of his wysdome and lugment playne 
and manyfeet arg[u]ment, and the mean tyme I shall most humbly 
besech your heynes that hit may plese yow at your conuenyent leyser 
to obeeme the eommynicatyon be twyx his old frend Maister 
Lupset and him hereaftur co^nprysyd, frome the wych I wylt no 
longur^ let your grace by this rude prdiEMse beseching* your hienes 
what so euer hit be to except hit -with your aconstomyd hnmanyte 
much more r^iatdding my wyll then my dede, wych ys and euei* 
shall be to the Tttermust of my powar but to seme your pryncely 
mayeste to your honowre and goddys glory. 

> The wofds frome the wycH IwyU no are repeated by mistake in MS. 
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§ 21. Eztniot icoxa the Jewel of Jay^ by Huuhm Becon, refened 
to above, p. xlviiL 

Tnieth it is. For I my selfe know many townes and villagQfl 
Bore decayed, for y^ where as in times past there wer in some town 
an handled honsholdes there remain not now thirty, in some fifty» 
ther axe not now ten, yea (which is more to be lamented) I knowe 
townes so wholly, decayed, that there is neyther stioke nor stone 
standyng as they vse to say. 

Where many men had good lyninges, and maynteined hospitality^ 

able at times to helpe the kyng in his warres, and to sosteyne other 

charges, able also to helpe tfa«ir pore neighboores, & vertuonsly to 

bring vp theyr children in Godly letters and good acyenoes, nowe 

sheepe and conies denonre altogether no man inhabiting the afore 

Bayed places. Those beastes which were created of Ood for the 

p^ iy, noniyshment of man doe nowe deuonre man. The Scrip- 

[▼iiil6k70 tnre sayeth that Ood made both shepe and oxen wyth 

all the beastes of the fielde subiecte ynto man, but now man is sabieot 

B«Miaa vnto them. Where man was wonte to beare role there 

•bowmMi. they now beare role. Where man was wont to haoa 

hys lining, there they nowe onely lyne. Where man was wonte to 

inhabyte, ther they now zaign and grease. And the cause of all thys 

G«ntkniMi WTotchednesse and b^s^eiy in the common weale are the 

shepoKMgm. gndy Gentylmen,whycheare shepemongeisandgfasyan. 

Whyle they study for their owne priuate commodities the common 

weale is lyke to decay. Since they began to be shepe Miaysten and 

f eders of cattell we neyther had vyttayle nor cloth of any reasonable 

pryce. Ko meroayle, for these f orstaUars of the market^ as they vse 

to saye haue gotten al thynges so into theyr handes, that the poore 

man muste eyther bye it at theii piyce, or else miserably starue for 

hongar, and wretchedly dye for colde. For they are tonohed with 

no pity toward the poore. It is founds true in them that S. Paul 

^ 0. mi '^'^^^'^S^teth. Al seke their own aduafitage and not those 

thinges which belong vnto lesu Chxist They whiche 

in tymes past wer wont to be fatheis of the contry, are now poUess 

and pyllers of the contry. Th^ which in times past wer wont to 

be the defenders of the poore, are now become the destroiem of the 

same. They by whom tiie common weale sometime was preasrued, 

are now become the Cateri»llerB of the common weale, and suche as 

seme by their maners to haue made a solemne vow vtterly to subuert 

the common weale, and to procure y^ final desiruetion of the same. 

They are insatiable woulfes. They know no measure. Sotheymay 

reigne, they care not who suffer pain. So they may abound, they 

care not who fal to the grounde. So they may be enriched, they care 

not who be enpouerished, Thei ar right brothers of Cain, whicli had 

rather slea his brother Abel, than he should haue any part with him 
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of worldly possessions. The wyse man sayeth the biead a£2*,^^m, 
of the nedy is the life of the pore, he y^ defrandeth him [».] 
of it) is a mansleare. Do not these ryche worldlynges defraade the 
poro man of his bread, whereby is yndeistand al things Brand what u 
necessary for a mans lyfe, which through their insaciable •»«ni*««»« 
coaetousnes sel al things at so hie price, and suffer townes so to 
decay that the pore hath not what to eate nor yet where j^^^,,,^ 
todwelll What other are they than, but very manslearst ^ 
They abhorre the names of Monkes, Friers, Chanons, Konnes, &c but 
their goods they gredely gripe. And yet where the doysters kept 
hospitality let out their fermes at a reasonable pryce, noiyshed scholes, 
brought vp youth in good letters, they did none of all these thinges. 
They lyghtlye esteme^ and in a maner contemne Priestes, parsons, 
vicaies. Prebendaries, &c yet their possessions they gladly embrase 
and niggardly retain. So that nowe they are become in effect 
although not in name, verye Menkes, Friers, Chanons, Priestes, 
Persons, Yicaiea, Prebendaries and at the last what noti ^^^.u 
and yet how vainly those goods be spent^ who seeth not t 
The state of England was neuer so miserable, as it is at this present. 
Oood Lorde haue mercy upon ys and put in the hartes of the lung and 
of his counsell to redroa these intolerable pestilences of the common 
weale, or ds make hast to dissolue this wretched world by thy 
gloryous comming vnto the iudgement : where thou shalt 
render to euery man accoidyng to hys dedes, least if we ***** 
longe remayne in this to much wretchednesse, we be compelled 
throughe pouerty to attempt Tnrighteous thinges, and forsweare the 
name of our Lord Qoi, (Becon, Works, 1564, Vol. IL foL xvL back 
— ^fd. zyJL) 
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BXTRACT FBOH THB 

COMPOSED OF LATB IN MBATBB BOYALL 
ST THK 8TMPLK AIO) TNLSABirXD 

SIR WILLIAM FORREST, prekistb. 

MS. Bm. 17 D 3. 

Of William Foxiest, the author of the work ficom which the 
following eztraet is taken, we know bat little. He tells ns himself, 
in the Prologue to his History of Joeephj that he was '^sometyme 
chapylayne to the noUe Queene Maiye.'' It is evident, as Warton 
says, that he ''could accommodate his faith to the reigning powers ;" 
for although he is believed to have been a retainer of Cardinal 
Wolsey, he did not hesitate, after the fall of the latter, to speak of 
him in terms hardly less strong than those of Skelton. During the 
reign of Edward YI. he wrote and dedicated to the Duke of 
Somerset a metrical translation of the Psalms, as well as the 
PUasauni Poesye, and in the last year of Mary's reign he dedicated to 
her his History of OrisUd the Secondf which he says himself he had 
written twenty years previously, but which he had judiciously 
suppressed during the reign of Edward YL 

Besides the PleasautU Poesye^ Forrest was the author of the 
following works : — 

A lAfe of the Blessed Virgin, and numerous short poems, pre- 
served in MS. HarL 1703. 

A MetnecA Version ofihe Psaims, referred to above, dated 1551 
MS. Beg. 17 A xzi. 

''A true and most notable History of a right noble and famous 
Lady produced in Spayne entitled the second Gresield, practised 

ST^BKBT / 
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not long out of this time in much part tragedons as delectable both 
to hearers and readers." This is a panegyric on Katharine of 
Axragon, whom the author compares to patient Grisild, and her 
husband to Earl Walter. The original MS. is in the Bodleian, 
being No. 2 of Ant. k Wood's MSS., and was edited for the Box- 
burghe Club in 1875 bj the Bev. W. D. Maoiay. 

The History of Joseph^ dedicated to the Duke of Norfolk, and* 
finished 11th April 1569. MS. Beg. 18 C ziiL, and Univ. ColL, 
Oxford, No. 88. 

A full account of these works^ as veil as all the particulars of 
Forrest's life known to us, will be found in the Introduction to Mr 
Macray's Hiitory of Grinid the Second. 

The HeaeamU Poesye of Prhiedye Practise professes to be a 
iranalation from a work composed by Aristotle for the use of hia 
pupil Alexander the Great: — 

'* This symple booke whiche yee in hande nowe haue^ 
I haue comprised in sorte as yee see, 
fifste demsed by Aristotele graue 
Ynto kinge Alexandres maiestee" [Z/ 3, laek\ 

In reality the work is a version of the treatise written by i^dius 
Bomanus towards the dose of the 13th century, with the title 
De Eegimine Principum, which itself is a translation or rather 
paraphrase of the Secreia Secretorum, a spurious compilation attri- 
buted to Aristotle. (See Wafion, ed. Hazlitt^ III. pp. 19, 20.) 

The book opens with a ''prologue vnto the kingM maiestie 
Siwarde the Sexthe, desoriuinge partelie y* fhiite of this notable 
warke whiche baere dothe ensue." The second chapter is a '' notable 
description what a kinge is, And what signification in his regales, as 
Anoyntinge, Swoorde, bawle, scepture, crowne, and Throne dothe 
teste." This is succeeded by sev^xd chapters on the duty of a king 
towards God, and at leaf 28 the author treats of "the maner and 
solacynge moete conuenyent for a kynge, bothe at table, in the feeldis, 
and other places, at tymes sucbe as hee shall thinke pleasinge too his 
mynde to Becreat his spyry tis ; " thus he recommends— 

** Dynner onys ended rise not ypp lightelye, 
haue then some noyse of musycall sownde, 
as harpe, vyall, lute or some symphonye ; 
Virgynallfl, irbocke, withe Taberlet rownde, 
Semblyblye handeled in their monoehorde " [If. 29, M.]. 
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<' Att taUeSy chesse, or oaidiB awhile your aelfe repose." 

Chapter 13 shows ^'howe a kyzige ought too marrye, what wise 
•aid circntnspecte weyes hee shall vse yn chosynge lus Ladye^ and 
sooeraigne spowses: And howe hee shall in mosto amyable wyae 
cihfiariflche, looue, and make of her." 

" A kjnge godde f orheade tcx> hee nuefanglede^ 
his wief t^channge for his lustis dalyaance; 
thearfoie make searche if shee bee entanglede.** 

''Too maiye for loone" he thinks ''more decent" than ''too 
matche for riches or Kealms domynyon." 

"A yonngB Damoysell her mynde too let fietll 
Ypon an olde jaade, that is his luste paste ; 
Or a ftesche yonngelinge vppon an olde wiche, 
too heike theanmto, it makethe my backe iche" [(^. 40]. 

Directions for the proper treatment of ambassadors^ the adminis- 
tration of justice, the education of the king's children, and a strict 
inquiiy into the misery of the poor follow, and are succeeded by the 
passage here reprinted. 

Chapter 22 shows "Howe a kyng owght too bee muche 
desyrowse too knowe thopynion of his commons towaidis hym by 
tikttcploratMm of some seereat seroant whome hee doithe beste credito," 
—A suggestion in fiM^t for the establishment of political spies. 

"Yayne datteringe ofte risethe men emonge, 
And owte of doubto their tunges shall waUce and chatt," 

and therefore 

"Some seereat Seruaunte let hym owte espye, 
that hath Discretion and pregnannte wytt : . 
to walke abroade in sorts moste secreatlye, 
in Commone companyes to tawlke and sytt : 
And what he heearethe for to commende ytt, 
other dispiayse, to this ende and effecte 
that hee maye so walke withoute all suspecte" [If. 74]. 

Although we cannot say much for the poetry of the book, yet it is 
noticeable for some of the suggestions made in it — suggestions which 
haye since been canied into efiTect^ and become part of our system 
of domfistic government Such, for instance, are the author's pro- 
posals for compulsory educationi free to those unable to pay the 

/2 
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requisite fees ; and for the appointment of an ** overseer or eoniroUer,", 
correspondiDg to onr School-Boaid officer. Again, we have his 
suggestion for a general valuation of all land by government com* 
mifisionersy such valuation to form the basis on which rents, rato^^ 
&o. should be calculated. 

Passing by the author's complaints of the oppression of the poor, 
I would point out his appeal for true and just dealing on the part of 
cloth manufacturers, which comes home to us with especial force at 
the present time, when we hear so many complaints as to the 
*' dressing,'* the ''shoddy," and other adulterations practised in 
England. 

The Boyal MS. 17 D 3 is a small folio parchment volume of 78 
leaves, besides several which are blank, the work being, as shown by 
the index, incomplete. In the ** table conteynynge the title of all and 
singulare the Chapiters in this present booke," which begins on leaf 
4, 37 chapters are designated, and we are further told that " at the 
ende of tins warke shall ensue certaine narrations / exemplifiinge 
sundry of the maters of the aforesaide tytles, to be fownde by the 
fygures at thende of the saide titles / or their chapiters.'^ 

There are, however, only 24 chapters in the MS., nor does it 
appear that ever there existed any more. 

The book is presented in the first instance to the Duke of 
Somerset, Lord Protector, in order that it may have his approval 
previous to its being offered to the king. The dedication is as 
follows :— 

To the moste worthie and famouse Prince Edwarde, Duke of 
Somerset, Earle of Herteforde, Yicounie Beaucham, Lorde Seymour, 
Vncle vnto oure moste dreade soueraigne lord, kinge Edwarde the 
Sexthe, Protectour also ouer his moste royall person, Eealmes and 
Dominions, bee honour, healthe, and Hyghe prosperite, Withe 
(after this lief) aetemdl foelicite, So wisshethe his dayUe Otatour 
sir William forreste, preeiste " [leaf 2 ]. 

Following this is a short address of 16 stanzas to tiie duke. 

On leaf 7, back, is a drawing representing the author presenting 
his work to Edward YI., who ia seated, crowned, on his throne. 
Forcest himself is represented as a young man in a priesf s gown, 
and with long flowing hair not tonsured. 
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On leaf 8 follow the title and dedication of the hook as under : — 

HisRiB ensnithe A notable warke / called the pleaaaunt poesye of 
princdie practiae composed of late in meatre loyall by the symplo 
and ynkomed / mr Williafn foirest preeiste, muche parte collecte 
owte of A booke entiteled The goueroaance of noblemen, which 
booke the wise philosopher Aristotele / wrote too his discyple 
Alexandre / the great and mightie Conqueroure. 

1548. 

To the moste mightie and pnisaunte Prynce Edwarde the Sextho, 
kynge of Engelande / Fraunce / and Irelande, Defendonr of the faithe 
And heere in earthe (vndren christe) the supreme heade of bothe 
Churches / Englande / and Irelande, bee r^gne in state moste fortu- 
nate : witih thuppren hande ouer his enemies alweyes / thorowe his 
ayde / by whome all kyng^ heere dothe goveme. 

William Forrest 

8UHMABT OF THE EXTRACT. 

After a short disquisition on the origin of civilization and 
monarchies, he (lxzxvii/14) i refers to the means adopted by the rich 
to keep up prices, viz., by buying up grain of all sorts, and only allow- 
ing it to find its way into the market by driblets ; he (lxxxviii/16) 
reminds the king that the great support of the throne is the " moro 
some," and protests (Ixxxviii /1 8) against foreigners becoming rich at the 
expense of Englishmen, and concludes the chapter (lxxxix/21)by com- 
plaints as to the ruinous fines inflicted by landlords on their tenants. 

The next chapter opens with a protest against idleness, the 
^ patrones of all manor myschief " (xci/5) ; he suggests (xci/8) the 
issuing of a proclamation appointing the stocks or flogging as the 
punishment of idlers^ and those who *' at ale howse sitt, at mack or 
at mall, tables, or dyce, or that cards men call'* Children he thinks 
should be sent to school at the age of four (xcii/12), and as a labouring 
man may not be able to pay for his children's schooling, he would 
have free schools in every town (xcii/13) ; and an oveiseer to look 
np idlers and children (xciii/17), who is to have £3 or £i a year, 
and must be an honest townsman (xciii/19)y and be appointed for one 
year on probation (xciii/19). Leaving this subject^ he turns to wool, 

> The mimben In btwokets refer to the pag«» and staaaas ; thus lxzxvii/14 
means p. bucxyii atania 14. 



Digitized by 



Google 



IzZXir BUVMART or THE BZTBACT. 

that gxeat commodity for which come many ''soetoms" (zciT/21)y and 
for which Englishmen have to pay sixfold price through allowii^g it 
to be exported in the raw state by ** Foryneis and Tnrks ** (xciT/22). 
After telling ns the rate of wages, Id. to 2d. a day (zct/26), he 
complains of the great rise in prices (xct/27}9 ui rents (xcy/29} and 
in meat (xcy/30). Englishmen, he says, can't Uye on roots and 
herbs^ or " snch b^ggerye baggage;" they must have meat, " after their 
olde vsage " (xcv*/33). 

In the next chapter he reverts to wool, which shonld not be 
exported raw (xcTi/4)i but made up in England ; the doth to be 
well shrank and dressed (xcvi*/6) ; all faulty doth to be retained for 
use at home, lest foreigners should ** fynde ys amyase; " for, as he 
says, '' what the Salysman is the ware ofte dothe teache " (xcyi*/6). 
No wool to be sold at less than ten nor at more than fifteen shillings 
a tod (xcyii/11). 

Leaying wool, he returns to the *' raging rentis," which should be 
restored to their former rate by commissionerB, who should fix the 
valuation of each farm (xcyii/14) ; reminds the king that the yeomen 
are the backbone and glory of England (xcyii^/16); declares that bad 
landloids go straight to hell (xcyii*/19), for they show favour (xcvii* 
/21), and take away the doses attached to cottages^ and yet charge the 
same rent (xcyiii/22). He then complains of the large hddings and 
8heep-&xms (xcyiii/25), and of the nobles meddling in trade, *' chop- 
ping and changing as merket men dothe '^ (xcyiii*/30}y and calls on the 
kixig to devise some improvement in the condition of the labouring 
classes, who would be encouraged to work more if their wages were 
higher (xcix*/39), and who at the lowest should have six or eight 
pence a day (xdx*/40} ; they would then be able to many^ and by so 
doing rapeople the towns now deserted and mined. 
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V Howe a kynge speciallye ought tattende and prouyde linfM. 
for a Commone Wealthe, and too his powre : too 
abolische yttrelye all kynde of meanys that work- 
ethe anye annoy annoe or hynderaunce ynto the same^ 
Caput decimum octauum, 

[1] 

TTlf men ahoulde gather and perpende in mynde, imtu, ua. 

LA J why kinges and rulers firste ordeyned weare : JSSSSTSudi!?* 
aithe wee are all come of wone etirpe or kynde : wi rtjnttn mA 
thishatheheeretoforebenescannedmanywheare. 4 •***""^ 
Ab acaicitee of thing«9 cauaethe deaithe tappeare, 

aoy in f ewe, at this worldia erection 

tlunget weare not brou^t too their due perfection. 7 

[2] 
By prpoea aa the same can springe and growe^ tatgw wBytr 

and men of experience gathered the fruyte : '' 

Wone then labored another touerthrowe : 
iliorowe highe preamynenoe too beare the bmyte. 11 
As suche prospered in their saide puxsuyte 
at kste it fell by wyse perswasyon 
men too beaie rule and haue domynat«)n« 14 

[8] 

Whoe, by wisedome and magnanymytee, ^^^_ 

ordered their weyes so wondrefull too tell, ^ratiMwortUMi 

vndre the ionne of highe nobylytee : **^ 

yntoo the peoples oontentation so well : 18 

that they them heelde as woorthieste of the bell, 

in peace and wair afore them too take place : 

and they tassiste them in all manor case. 21 

w 

When thus (too rule) men had the State in hande, 

and had woone people at their commaundement : 

they caste all meanys in State suche Still too Stande ; 

as bettie too rule then be obeydent^ 26 

aduoydinge althinges of daungies immynent. 

by suche behauyour of highe woorthynes. 

that more and more their f auour dyd encres. 28 

[6] 
la all their Studye and wise compasynge, uutn. 

iheir priuate wealthe they dyd postponerate : gjd ioom afiMr 

the Commune commoditie firste prefenynge, nuSthJuMr 

of thoise that they had too them made subiugate, 32 *>^*<'''""*«s^ 
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Tndre liigbeste weies of looue affectionate : 

as if thynges Stoode in uidifferencye 

their ayde indyned too the more partye. 35 

Of wone that thus can fashion his affeires, 

as flEune the same in due kynde can dylate : 

another tooke light too bee of his beues : 

in suynge the Steppes of suche men approbate, 39 

too whome then was geven the bmte of estate : 

as woorshippe, honour and highe nobylitee : 

thus woorOiye woorkinge sett men firste in degree. 42 

m 

Lam ai Fgutt At f etdio in ragne grae tbeir con^nannee, 
t^J^SSSSSi theye caste and pulleyed for the weale publyke ; 
by moste honeste meanys of lawes ordynaunce : 
sou^t owte wondieslye by witt polytike. 
In Europe, Asya^ and also Affryke. 
the barbarouse behauyour beastelye and nought : 
too Cyuyle manera at the firste was thus brought 
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[8] 
Sythen contynuynge in wondrefull wise, 
withe muche furtheraunce too many a Region : 
wheaie noble prinds moste excellent precise 
hathe on them wevtinge many a legion, 
As yee (of the highest) acoomptyd for wone, 
whois wise endeuer attendethe noles 
in semblable sorte too doo your busynes. 

[9] 
lot (as too sayo) of &ee liberalitee. 
too chuse in the same whither yee will or not : 
but bownden by Office of Principalitee : 
nothinge shoulde els more a princis honour Uofc^ 60 
what knyttethe too the contrarye too loose the knot, 
and what goethe loose in hynderinge the same 
too see a restreynte : els are yee too blame. 63 

10] 
Off meanys too speake eoncemynge the saide case, 
firste, is too bee had in con^demtion : 
(by Streyte punyschinge vice in euerye place :) 
that Yertue maye bee hadde in di^e estymation. 67 
when synne so is hadde in detestation, 
that whidie seemed (by custome) afore li^t 
shalbee seene odyouse in eueiye mannys sigh*. 70 
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74 



77 



[11] 
Tartue Uras maynteiiyd and Vice depressed : 
then an the people like the Oaideyne plot» 
that is depuied, leauelyd, and dressed : 
too sowe or sett theare what thowner will allot. 
As your wiaedome and Connaeile dothe well wote, 
for the Commune wealthes heste pieseruation : 
nowe maye yee put in exerdtation. 

[12] 

Sat, and wdl pondre in all your dooinge^, 

whiche thearonto dothe any meane conclude : 

that wone piyuate persone in Tse of thinge^ .- 

dothe not annoye or harme a multytude, 81 

wone, withe the lyuyng^f of f yue too bee endude : 

oi twentie or threecore, eache wise man maye saye, 

the publike weale holdethe not theare the right waye, 84 

[18] 

Or if yee schall of aflbbylytee 

▼nto some wone suche Libertie graunte 

tenparke or endose for his Commoditee : 

ihat» the hynderaunce of moe myght waraunte ; 88 

or any suche weyes taccustome or haunte : 

by byinge or sellynge too others h3mderaunoe : 

no suehe thinge soffrethe a Cyuyle ordynannee. 91 

[14] 
In tyme of plentie the riche too ypp mucker ' 
Come, Gra3me, or Chafre hopinge vppon dearfche : 
for his pryuate wealthe so daylye too hucker : ^ 93 
this criethe for yengeaunce too heau3m from the earthe : 
Leste it shoulde happen it many wone fearthe, 
ffor suche solayne snydges* caste reformation 
by forfeture too the poores surtentation. 98 

[16] 

The poore for neade is dreenyn too make sale. 

the Riche reseruethe and muckerthe vpp more : 

by whiche lisethe this commune Prouerbe tale : 

Some muste bee Sauers, Store is no sore ; 103 

so is it indeade if the Biche therfore 

wolde woorke after this neighbourlye deuyse : 

too helpe the poore for a resonable pryce. 105 

> Heaps up. . * Higgle^ trade. * Miserly penona. 
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[16] 

AkMomtoMk A kyngis honour, diserUye too adueriOy 
SSfbS^^ is not Tpsteyed, mayntened, and fortified 
"■■"J* by wone, twoe, or thie^ or the fewer parte : 

but by the more aome it hathe ener Imho tried. 109 
Then ought a kynge for hie Commone pnmyed, 
that wone dubbed oobbe^shoulde not ao etuoocha 111 
an hundred mefinya lyuyngea : it weaie greate leptoohe. 

[17] 
iMf M^ Mc. Tour reahnya Commodytee (in what it dottie conaiale^) 

SNTmiMiSbS* '^' ^^^ ^' ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ apecyall tiadei 
tmMfltwi «i tte the publike weale is aore in that ^ace mystoy 
SuSr? and goethe too decayoyaaflowrea doth fdl andfadallS 

In thia eache Potentate by witt muate wade^ 
bothe by hym aeUs and hia wiae Counaeile : 
that piyuate oonunoditee not ao mayeipreQaileu 119 

ps] 

mr fcNiMi If merehauntef that be too yow but StrMmgen, 
•BrieteA ».!¥ (althoughe your Cuatome by them bee eopiouaa) 
ahoulde bee enriched and made great geyners : 
your owne hynderyd, and made iodigeouaa : 123 

thia weare a mattier (in manor) litigiouae^ 
too make them murmure and Uieir harUf withdiawe 
from the due obseruation of the Lawe, 12S 

[19] 
Onieflyo your owne yee ought too reapecte : 
SScdSurbStat ^0' 7^ o^ ^^^ ^ your neade may bee bolde : 

wheaie Straungeia paaaethe not your fauoiir to reiecce, 
or in your right title will oughUf withe yow holde. 130 
Cuatome vncumlye : ia too bee oontrolde. 
wheare pryuate woorkinge ahall ahewe euydant : 
too a CommontiB too doo detacyment. 133 

[20] 

Heere too wryte all too thia mattier meanynge 

I cannot oompaae or caate thuttermuate : 

but f eidre I ahall yeat tuche thia wone thinge : 

aa shalbee pleaainge too your grace I truste. 137 

Let not of youra wone another owte thruate 

furthe of hia lyuynge, his Leaae» or his hoUe : 

I publica theaiat her harte wezithe colde. 140 

^ Wealthy, miieily panon. 
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[21] 

A pooraman wbiohe baihe boihe chfldren & wief^ i>^*7. 

whoe (Tnthe his parents) vppon a poore Gotte to^/U!^^)^ 

hathe theaie mamirod^ manye a mannys lief, ibrtiMirtoMw. 

and tralye payed bothe remt, seotte, and lotto : 144 

A Gonetoas Loide whoe Conadenoe hathe notte, 

by rent enhaoncynge or for more large fyne, 

auche wone too caste owte: it gbethe onteof lyne. 147 

[22] 
TIlia too bee aeene too : the Publike weale eriethe : ▲UwahoaUMt 
of reformation it sittethe your Office : mfoppmldl^ 

manye iniuryes too the poore pliethe, th»ttamg» 

done by the bygger without all Justice. 151 

As the great fowle the small dothe supprise^ 
deuour and eate vpp all fleeohe too the bone : 
BO faiethe the licho if they bee let alone. 154 

[28] 

That Kynge (bee sure) can neauer bee poore : S^S^ ridi 

-wheaie as his Commons lyuethe welthelye. SklSS am mtw 

if they bee not able to keepe open doore ; ^ '^^ * 

it muste withe hym then but small multyplye ; 158 
ffor kyngMof their Commons sumtyme muste ayde tiye. 
The more therfore the publike weale dothe afflowe ; 160 
the more is their wealthe : this reason prouethe nowe. 

[24] 

A]idtraeit]%thehigheOinfioer SSfftoSfgfc^. 

sendethe not his gifted too wone pertycularlye : im.batSran. 

but that a multytude wone withe other, 

tiie same ahoulde particypote mutoallye. 166 

Biihe hee althinge^ heere dothe make too multyplye 

too thende af oresaide, O kynge, of God electee 

see then the same stoiide in her full effecte. 168 

^ Laboured with hSs hands, onltiTated. 
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iMf VI, bMiu Howe a kynge ougbt too defteste ydlenes the moother of 
all myschief and too 07da3me meanys too faaue his 
snbiectis euennore occupied in honeste ezeidsesy to 
the maytenaunce of theire owna lynynges and 
furthemunce of the common weale, that the ydle 
shall not deuour thai \7fakh y« diligent doth traly 

get by the kbour of thsir sweate. Gaptf^. 19. 

• 

orranMM,itwt rT lESte king69 Ss gou^moriretf that heere dothe rule 
■*^** LJjJ myght this neglecte, whiche is expedyent, 

wee shall make remembmimce in this sohednle 
of ydlenes, that hydeouse serpent^ 172 

whoe, loighteringe like a peasanift pestilent^ 
Lurkethe in comers vnoccupied : 
too doo anye goode : lothe too bee espiede. 175 

[2] 

Which d«Toon tfa« This beastely e bodye, this mawltisehe ^ niattone, 

Mtof hoMrt douowres of the true labofers frute : 
of nature desirethe too bee let alone t 
as too contynue in her manors brute. 179 

Too sleepe, eate, and drinke, suche is her sute, 
and what els longeth too Lustis dalyaunce, 
1^ is xeedye too shewe herr fbrtheiaunoe. 182 

[3J 
tnrninff day Into Tho dayc in too the nyght shee can conuerte : 
SfdlJ* "^" the nrght into daye for dalyaunce sake. 

too pleye is shee preste, woorke is a deserte : 

too liiere therof tawlke herr harte will not wake. 186 

Whoe, too herr compenye shee maye onys take^ 

for seauyn yearys after I dare the truthe mooue ; 

the wooiser husbonde hee shall surelye piooue. 189 

w 

iMf 8& Or bee it woman, in like maner wise, 

"S^iSn^u no profite risethe wheare shee dothe frequent : 
M profit. but propagation of vice owte of vice : 

the prooife shall shewe practice moste euydent^ 19S 

Let loyterers lyue as they are content 

and they shall plucke too their societee 

feloshippe that neauer will after goode bee. 196 

^ Gluttonoai. 
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[5] 
Towfhe, brought vpp ydlelye in games and pastyme. t^w pmwu . 
not taiBtinge the trade of honeste husynes : k£!£« wfu*^ 

As vice detestethe vnto vertue too clyme : S!!JSi315?to 

80 farothe withe all that looaethe ydlenes ; 200 i»»*«^ labour, 

of all maner myschief shee is Patrones. 
againste whome the heauyns dothe openlie ezchime : 
by plage too ponysche this ydlenes by name. 203 

[6] 
What kynge is hee in this worlde so greate^ Kinii««nddiin 

or Potentate eU fewe or manye : JS^yfflJyiJf, 

vhat Clarke also in his studyoos seate : 
or -vrhoe that hatha too gouemaunce anye, 207 

but moste their tyme liste not too daUye 
withe ydlenes heere mentioned! 
than of their mattiers they myght bee euyl sjted« 210 

m 

JSmge§ can no lea bat compace seaiche and caste : thnwhythooM 

howtoo prouyde for the publike weale ; SSr^*^ ^ 

the same too contynue in State Stedfaste : 

as too cache partie true Justice too deale. 214 

Oother Magistrate hauynge like zeale. 

vnto their Offices dwe admynistration : 

shoulde loyterers lyue then in their y die fashion f 217 

[8] 

Mor reformation of suche nowghtye packer Sff^'T^'of 

bee it proclamed vnto their earys all : Sb^iSouMlTand 

that whoe endeuorethe any suche knacks ; fiJ^'ilS^****^ 

at ale bowse too sitt at mack or at mall, 221 w^^^^ 

tables, or dyoe, or that Caidis men calL 

or what oother ggmB owte of seamm dwe : 

let them bee punysched without all rescue. 224 

[9] 
Owte of season in this sorte too bee take, JSmST* ******* 

when dayes of labour are presently come : 
enche man too his Arte his voyage too take 
withe willinge harte, not too glomer or glome, ^ 228 
It is Cyuyle iustice and no tteildome. 
for as the byrdo is heere ordeyned too flee : 
so is man too woorke olde writinge^ tellethe mee. 231 

* Sulk or look gloomy. 
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[10] 
KiandMmu Troly^ I wolde in all that mee liethey i 
S^^ffiSir imgbtaUIoowldethisTicetabdiaehe,' 
m&SwmS **^' ydlenes all yertae deapisethe, 

wheare honeate exerciae Uie lief dothe poliache 2S5 

theaif or all kpiges I doo admonyache 

beerennto too geeue goode adneitenoe : 

for nonghtef it breedithe but inetcbed indigenoe» 2S8 

[11] 

?niifi!wifitr!rit ^ "L boneate Aitia wee wolde haue ooeapied : 

kMdtaSlL ""' eaueEyman after bia Yocation : 

ao wolde wee bane Youthe too Yertne applied, 

that aie not readye for occnpation, 242 

of bande ciafte too use thadmyiuatration; 

infantea I mean Yndre Eight yeaiia of age : 

their tyme I wolde thna too bee put in Yaage^ 245 

[12] 

iMfML At fowie yeazia olde letanche too acoole bee aett^ 

Smuo ■£«[ too gather and leme aome litetatore : 
•tCv7Hn«r i)ye wbiche they maye after knowe their due dett 
''*' too hym tiiat vs Authotir of eacbe ereatnre, 249 

bye readinge (in booker) Mb will and pleaaore; 
for whoe ao liafcethe to remembraonoe call, 
too woorke in that age their powre ia bat amalL 252 

[18] 
a^ooittoiwftw Laata aome, perhaps, at thia myght thna obiecte, 
Si^i^^^C The poozeman bia childe cannot ao prefer : 
bycawae bee bathe not aabetatinoe in effeete 
for ao longe aeaaon to fynde bia aoolei^ 266 

aa (for bis aooolinge) too paye hia Mauter; 
to wbiche I answere, it mnate pnmyded bee : 
in eanexye towne the Scoole too go freei 259 

[w] 

•dmio Snehe townes wbiche bathe a Cmate to bee ment 
1001% dnetiea too peraolue that bee apiiitnall : 

whome, too bee ydle weaie inconoenient^ 
beyonde all oother, eauen the wniste of all, 26S 

ihearf ore, to teache it dothe their office fall, 
and bringe vpp yowthe to aaye, to ainge, or wiite : 
that God too aeroe, they after maye delite. 266 

[16] 
■b4 to vMrfva Snche honeate Stipende towardia hym to remayne^ 
ftr wdoSg!^ that for hia paynea bee nothinge acholde ezpecte : 
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for 80 longe tyme as afore dothe contayne. 

mee thjnkethe this aowndethe too goode effecte^ 270 

I( Ynto Office they after bee electe, 

when reade they can and their Tulgare speache knowe, 

their Princis pleasure they maye bettre foliowe. 273 

[16] 
Whon they hathe knowledge indifferentlye so, ]Mf8o,bMk. 

too oother Artis then maye theye bee preferde : SShSi wT 

and not loyteringe ydlelye too go : !ii^"^wJ* 

thorowewhiohe the publike weala is oftemerde:^ 277 thSS^^ 
Theazforey this lesson I wolde to bee herde, 
in Townes, (^oode ordre too schyne and florische :) 
this obseruation I wolde gladlye wische. 280 

[IT] 
An Ouerseer, Oontrowler to bee calde, on iMin orbdi« 

to see vnoccQpied none to renuiyne : ftg },*" ^ 

vnles they bee withe sickuessies appalde, 
or by delulitee of Age ooerlayne. 284 

If case theare bee too punysche them by payne 
of Stockw or scowigingM whiche suche maye compell 
to eame their fooade els to haue no moiselL 287 

[18] 
And the saide Officer to haue by ffee AnoOkurtoiw 

owte of the towne Coafer thre or fowre pownde : SS'^ SJI^'*^ 

that for suche Stipende the rather maye nee v^nom, 

to thezecution thearof bee bownde. 291 

If in Thoffice hee negligent bee fownde, 
to bee depryued withe reproache and shame : 
and neauer againe too entren the same. 294 

[19] 
In thelection of suche Ouerseer, whoimMtteK 

this owght (and muste) firste consydrede bee : ISSSS?*'**^ 

that hee bee knowne an honeste towne-beeer, 
and hathe a zeale too Cyuile equytee, 298 

Too cawse hym eamestUe thearto too see : 
but wone yeares space let hym thearin endure 
ezoepte hee bee fownde moste fitte for the cure. 301 

[20] 
True it is no lyuynge man this daye i^f «, 

can presentlie for the publike weale frame ^^^^^JSS"''^"^ 

so synoerelie the yttremuste too saye, omlk!!?m{r 

that maye bee breache or stays too the same, 305 '^^"^ 

^ Marred, damaged. 
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myiolablie too byde wiihoate blame : 

but^ as tyme weariihe (maim js manera yued) 

Bomnste CustomeaDdlawebeexe&ued 308 

[21] 

■BdMiMyM^ Tbe soyle and people consydered also, 

~" '*'' ^^ That wJi not serae heere that seruitho elswheaie : 

some bathe Commoditeis, some lesse, some mo ; 311 
which doihe the Chaigis of the publike weale bene, 
bye Meichaundise conueyde heere and theare. 
As, heere in Englaade wone spedall haue wee : 314 
Woolle, for whiche manye greate snetoun hither bee. 

[23] 

^ ^ Off whiche to saye, as my fancye dothe leada, 

^^pntftflnn /the Judgementis of bettre not offendyd) 
I wolde it weare duelie consyderede : 
bowe fforynert by Woolle are Assendyd, ' 319 

and owre weale pnblike little amendyd, 
for, by owre Woolle of Christians and Tnike 321 
thowsandis thowsandis bathe daylie handye wnrke. 

[23] 
white Engiidin«a And weo the samc of them agayne to bye, 
teaillltibGkid si^efolde doble price moare then of them had wee : 
Fite. Oh! some witt politike shewe reason whye 

myght not the same heere so perfected bee, 326 

wee, to profite by owre owne Commoditee f 

If honeste meanys myght bee thearto espied : 

bow sholde owre Commons then bee oocu[p]yed f 329 

[24] 

iMfti^iMMk. So manye Bagnn sholde not reigne as reigne ; 

ra^7 Eli^^inMid ^ manye Headye sholde not for conforte crye ; 

v^gnau 80 manye Soners sholde not Tse the pleyne ; 

so manye sholde not then lyue ydlelye, 333 

A few to prof yte, to hynderamioe of manye ; 
As Thowsandis to lacks and Twentie to abownde, 
Oh, howe it geauethe a myserable sownde ! 336 

[25] 
oQgihttotBdaet Kosto worthio it is A kynge to excell, 
tapm^ tti^ ^ in honowre, richesse, and glorye decorate : 
ooodiuonofuw Lordjs (in degre) in wooithynes to dweU, 

withe OentyU also as sittethe their estate : 340 

and they to the mesne to communycate, 

that theye maye lyue bothe Childrone and wife : 

and them not to stceyne by meanys excessife. 343 
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The Pooiemaa^feo toyl&for two^ pense tiie Daye^ BiHronftMor 

some while thre hauild pense, or eis a penye : SSi^^ 

hau3nige wief duldiene and howae rent to piqre : SSLJT* dv» 

laeate clothe and fewell withe the same to bye^ 347 

and mudie oother thinges that bee neeessaiye^ 

wiUie manye a hnngrye meale susteynynge : 

Alas I makethenot this a doolefuU compleynynget 360 

Xha woiide is'ehaimgod from that it hathe beene, t!^V^ilSt- 

nottotiiebettrebatieihewan^fbne: J^'^*^ 

more for a penye wee have before seene 

then now»lor fowre pehae,'whoe liste to oompaie. 354 

This euethii tfa»gsme called nuJdnge or lAane. ' * 

Ynto the Bidio it makethe a great dealci 

but mnche it mairethe to the Commxme weale. 367 

[88] 

Too reyie Kis Seni alias^ it neadethe not^ !Sd i!imuoMs 

or fyne texttcfce for tfeaiitire of the same SuiSdlSSf* 

fowrefoldedooUe, it is a ahit^w*de blot : 

to the greatehyndennmce of some mennsrs name, 361 

I knowe tide to'bee trae els weajre I to blamci 

to mooue this mateir in this present booke : 

at whiche BlKipublioa lookethe arcrooke. 364 

AEenttoreysefromtwentietofiflae, . R,^*S*S?" 

ol Powndis (I meane,) or shealingis whither : * pHom in pnpor- 

tfynyngefor the samb vmeasonablye, ^ 

Mbte tymes the Eent ; adde this togither, 368 

mnste not the same great Dearthe bringe hither f ' 

for if the ffermonre paye fowrefolde dooble Eent> 

pe mtiste his ware neadys sell after that stent 371 

[80] ' 
So for that Oxe^ whiche hathe beene the like solde . BMraad mMtm 
for ffortle ahealingis, nowe takethe hee f^ne pownde: tSd^^S,^^ 
yea, seaiiyariamaiey Ihaneherdeitso tolde. SS^'''^* 

nee cannot els lyne so deeaie is his grownde, 376 

Sheepe, thonghe they neaner so plentie abownde, 
suche price they beare^ whiche shame is to here tell, 
that scace the pooareman can bye a morselL^ ' 378 

' " Hofwe ioyiie they Lordeshyp to Lordeahyppe^ manner te 
manner, ferme to fteme, land to lande, pasture to pasture, 
house to honse, and house for a Tantaget Howe do the lyoh 

aTAJKKST g 
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181] 
Twoe penae (in Beeif) hee cannot hane seraed, 
other in Mntton, the price b so hye : 
Tndie a gioate hee can have none kerned : 
80 goetha bee and his to bedde hungrelye^ S8S 

and risethe agayne withe hellies emptie ; 
whiche tomcihe to tawnye their white engUsdi skyn, 
like to the awarthie coebied Fflawndiekyn. 866 

[88] 
Whe«i» they weaie Taliaunt, etronge, atnidy, ft stowte, 
to shoote, to wsBstle, to dooe anye mannys feate, 
to matche all natyons dwellinge heeie abowte^ 
as hitherto manlye they holde the diief seate ; 
if they bee pin(^ied and weyned from meate, 
I wisse^ O kyngB^ they in pennxye thus pende 
shall not bee able thye Boyalme to defende. 



who «n*t Hv* OB 
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868 



[8S] 



Owre Engjisehe nature cannot lyne by Booatis, 

by water, herbys or snche beggerye baggage^ 

that maye well seroe lor vile owtelandische Cooatis : 

geeae Englische men meate after their olde vaagB, 396 

Beeif, Mutton, Yeale^ to cheare their courage; 

and ttien I dare to this byll sett my hande : 

ihey shall defende this owre noble Englande, 399 

men, and speoially niohe as be ahepemofigers 
oppresae the kynges Ijege people by denoaryngs 
th^yr oommone pastares wyth thesrr ahepe, eo that the poors 
people^ are not able to kepe a oowe for the oomforte of them 
and of theyr poore ftunylye, bot are lyke to stame and peryihe 
lor honger, yf there be not proniiyon made ifaortly f What 
shepe groimd aoapeth these cateipyllen of the commune weale? 
Howe fwarme they wyth aboundaonoe of flockeB of Bhepef and 
yet when was wool euer so dera, or mattow of so great price t 
If these ahepemongers go forfche as ihey begyn, the people ahaU 
both mlaerablye dye for colde^ and wretchedly peryahe for 
hoQger. For these gredy wouluea and oomberoua oormerauntei^ 
wyll qrtfaer aell theyr well and theyr ahepe at theyr owne pryoe 
or da they wyll aell none. 

'* Oh what a diaeraytye Is thys In the sale of wollea^ a atone 
«f woll somtyme to be aolde at yriH grota and now for tUI B 1 
And BO lykewyae of the ahepe. God hane meroy on va. If 
the kynge hya maleatye, wyth hya most honourable oouncell 
do not prouyde for the redieaae of these thyngea, God hymaelfe 
wyll aurely ae a remedyci aa he aayeth by the 
FtoL xiL TO. pBijmographe « for the wretohednea of the nedye 
and the bewaylynge of the pore enen nowe wyll I ryae, aayeth 
the Lorde.* "—Thomas Becon, Tks Jmoel qf Jey^ 154 — ; 
WarU, ed. 1664, Vol IL fol vr. 
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[A ipaee left km^ for a lieading to tJie chapter.'] 

[1] 

rfT^Ihe Tjrtle heeie nowe wheaion wee entreate, how tuagi cut or 

I I bicawse ifc dothe sache weigbtynes oontajne : ^ " 

L -^ J A publike Weale, whiche is a matter greate : 
Wee abali deayde it into leesons twayne, 403 

declaringe as serueth my symple biayne, 
liowe, thorowe GUmL and yowe his Mynyster, 
thingef owte of frame maye bee brougbt in oider. 406 

[2] 
Iff that I heeie speake bee to no purpose^ 
perdon I haue a^te for my symplenes : 
If it maye seme mthowte ooment or glose : 
moste happelie then seroithe this busynes, 410 

Eache mannys wiitingis dothe not althingeg redresse, 
acoordinge as his trauelinge dothe tell : 
thoughe this like so : yeat wolde I althingea welL 413 

[3] 
Too say e howe y dlenesse maye bee expellyd, J[jjl>rt ** ^^^ 

and this owre Boyalme enridbed by the same^ »n g »i i hm > n . 

somewhat thearto all-readye is tellyd : 
for the reasvdoe wee shall nowe heeie frame. 417 

Woolle is the thinge wee will steye on, by name, 
thoughe oother thiugef moe geauithe assistence : 419 
yeat WooUe (for this tyme) shall haue preamynence. 

[4] 
The Woolle that Staplelers dothe gather and packe, it dMoui noi bo 
owte of this SoyaLoie to Cownixeys f orayne : ^^SStAm. 

bee it reuoked and steyed abacke, 
that owie doafhien tiie same maye retayne, 424 

all kynde of woorkef olke* heere to ordayne, 
vppon the same to exeroiae their f eate : 
by tuckynge, cardinge, spynnynge^ and to beate. 427 

[6] 
Weanynge, follii^ withe Dyioge (if theye liste) b^woitod op in 

and what soite els to Cloatbinge dothe belonge : ^ 

by suche true handelinge that nothinge bee myste, 430 
whiche myght chalenge their woorkinge to bee wronge ; 
that wheaiBoeuer they shall come emonge, 
thorowe Christendome or heathenee grownde : ' 433 
lio fawte theara bee in the Woorkemanshippe f ownde. 

y2 
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iMf ei^ tadu Shrynked befoaie and perfected at foil, 
2JSJ*£3JJ?^ Gi^ and sealed iurtelye as it is : 
nraaflMtmior . if it bee fawtie in woorkiugei or in wooll, 
'^'^ owre foalkiss to weaie them, I gree beste to this, 43S 

rather than straungers sh'olde f ynde ys am jsae, 
for owre f ^Ise de^^nge oynod Cqwnttej tappeache : 
what the Saljs-ma^ i$ the wase ofte dothe teaohe. 441 

[T] 

^ Vo Towne in Eng^de, TlDagd, or ^Buitbvt^ 

bwp^'doth but thus withe Cloathinge to bee occupied : 
^^' ihoughe not in eache place cloathinge cleane throwe : 

bnt as the Towne is, Uieir parte so applied ; 446 

Heere Bpynners, heere wejuars^ theare cloathes to be 

died, 
withe foUers and shearers as bee thouglxt b^ste^ 
as the Gloathier maye faaue his Ckathe dreste. 448 

[8] • , 

gjjgo g^tott WheE'tiiey hanegroacedrnto Asome/ 
4«i«r of scoarys or hnndredis as they appoynte shaU : 

owre Englische Merdiaxtnte^ by custome to come, 
and them receane to oner withe idl ; 452 

or, bee they fechte hje greement specially 

gf forayne Merchaunte^ as they bane agreede : ) 

oneye receaued ; god geene them goode speede. 465 

AMromtdMij HeOTe is not meaned the kingea 'maiesfee 
totetovbAon Y^ Customs to lease or thearof Wone Joate 



Infta 



that heeretofoie acenstomqd bathe bee : 
bnt bee to bane still the vttiemnste groate ; 469 

Befoeie they hense passe by Shipplnge a-floate. 
the Cloathes knownewh^t of, a Ps^ke dotbe come ; 
and thearto accordinge to paye Gqstorae,. 462 

Witbe an other* dueties hi eaneiye plAcd, ' 

both vnto his grace and oother idso : 

as of oonnenyenoe sittithe the case : 

wee will by no meanys theare againste go. 466 

bnt heere this peece wee shall adds nowe vnto, 

wMche withe Conscience is muche agreable^ 

That WooUe maye bee at a price reasonable. 469 

[11] 

wodtobtnu The leaste price to bee (the Todde aocowntinge) 
■'**"*"*" not vndre Ten sheluigef (beebg no reffuse) : 
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Thebe8teliyii«l«tt^«Iwdiiijr««iiotBaTOownting^ • »^ *««>»•■ 

betwene theoae pricia Conaention to vse. 473 

Theise prids to lymyte let noman muse, 

it haihe beene so seene att within twentie yearis : 475 

and 80 maye agayne withe helpe of owre hedde pearis. 

[12] 
But heere liethe a mateir muche DifficaltOy Bmti mui bt 

whiche greatlie I feare neauer to take force, *^' 

ihonghe I with manye aholde thearin consnlte, 
and crye theaie yppon eauyn till wee weare horse. 480 
Prynoate Co^nmodye withe Commone weolthe to scorse : ^ 
as Bentis to come downe fVom owtcrago so hye 
too Frioe indifferent to helpe manye bye. * 488 

[13] 

Iheis raginge Sentis muste bee loked yppon, md nxed at whu 

and brought vnto tholdo accustomed Benta, u&T* *"^*" 

as they weare let att ffortie yearis agona : 

then shalbe plentie and moste men content^ 487 

thoaghe greate Possessiouers lisie not tassent : 

Yeate, bettre it weare their Sentis to bringe vndre, 489 

then Thowsandis Thowsandia to perische for hungre. 

,. .. . [1*] 

In whicne youre highnes this ordre maye take^ i«f «» i»eic 

discreit men of youre cownsell too assigne SeapjSSdto ** 

that wilb^ corrlipted for no mannys s&e : ^"* ^u flumu. 

and theye withe helpe their endeuer tenclyne, 494 
oner youre Boyalme wheare this is owte of lyne. 
Orowndis and fBnmjrs to peruse and surueye : 
Eentia to refozme that bee owte of the weye. 497 

[16] 
And as their 'Vf^sedoms (withe Conscience) shall see ndtoflzth« 
(the soyle consydered, barrayne or fertyle) ^^^ 

the Owners (by ^em) ordered too bee 
their Bentis tabctte/ enhaunced so longe while. 601 
Pryoate Cemmodye to put to exile, 
zatynge the same indifferentlie so : 
the flSmaers to lyue and by tham oother moe. 504 

[16] 
Hot in thialdome and pynchinge penurye, tim KngUah 

to bee as drudges Tuto their landelordis; J5SS3.**** 

but as yeomen becomethe honesUye, 
and ^f Qoddys Iswe conuenyatethe the conchoidis. 508 
at too mudie bondage Englisehe hartis remoidis. 
1 Baigain, ei^chaoge. 
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for what kinge hoere wiU lyne honoraUye, 

hee mmte then make of Ihylanjie Yaonuairy. 511 

[17] 
Fftxr ihey (all m^ knowethe) aie the maior portey 
wluche hj all lawea onght to bee aeene vntoo 
apeciallye withe moste intentife harte : 
flithe they for their prinds their daylie lobonr doo, 616 
the myndis of whome they can no bettre woo, 
(to lyue and dye in farderinge their oDqaeatb) 
then to see mayntened their olde entereetis. 618 

[18] 
Bnehe poore lynynges aa their fathen dyd enioye^ 
meanly to lyne tiieir lyuea to oontynne, 
Alas, a pooreman it greatlie dothe annoye : 
when hee for a lyuynge shall eanermore sae^ 522 

and withe non assuraiince hym-selfe can indne, 
Ooitoma nor Copie can keepe hvm In scaoe :^ 
if fiawnynge flyna attemptethe his lordis grace. 526 

[19] 
Thoughe be bee dynyllische that byddeth for it so, 
more dinyllische is hee that thearto dothe grannte : 
And for their dooiDgdff shall too the DyuyU go ; 
els false ynto vs ia Goddls couenaunte ; 629 

for hee them cuisethe and byddithe ananntey 
that so procorethe his Neighbours lyringa 
to see heerennto sittethe thoffice of A kmge. 632 

[20] 
Ffer what is it in fferma or Copya holde, 
or oother semblable habitationi 
owte of the same to bee bought and soldo 
for lucres sake to the lordis contentationt 
the sealye Pooremmn by suche euasion 
withe wief and children so forced to go b^gga 
so th^ maye prodte they passe not an ^gge. 

[21] 
Anoother disordre of oppression, 
adnerte this wone whiche is muche odyons. 
A lords geauyn to piyuate affection, 
lettinge the pooareman an olde rotten howse, 643 

which hathe (to the same) profytte^ oommodions 
Ab Cloase, and Cot^imon, with Lande in the feolde : 
bat noate well heershowe the pooaienuM is peelde» 546 

> Scaroely, hardly. 
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[22] 
The howae shaU hee haae and A gaxdeyne plotty uatu^huou 

but stonde hee muste to the lepeiation : SSb«£Va?tiit 

Oloie, CoBum, or Londe fieillithe none to his lott ; «»**•»• wbmi 

that beste myght helpe to his sustentation. 550 

the whoale Kente payethe hee for hiB habitation, 
88 thonghe hee dyd thappnrtenanncis possease. 
sndie soare oppresakm nradethe speadye ledzesse, 55S 

[28] 
Iluiiigha some will obiecte hee is the more Asse fDrhoircMia 

so to baigayne to bringe hym in thraldome : SSSIUS?'^ 

hee can none otherwise bringe it to passe : 
els mnste hee paye lazgelie for his Income. 557 

To settle hym selfe pliu» mnste hee haue some; 
his wief and childrnie in like maner wise, 
Whoe for pnre penuiyei ofte wateiethe their iyse. 560 

[24] 
Thus thorowe Bente9 reysinge and pillinge the poore, TUsisaimmar 
Pouertie regnethe and is induced muche : {JJJJ* "ng «<> ■•• 

compelled to begge nowe from doore to doore c 
as (tyll owre tyme) hathe not beene herde of suche. 664 
Tour highnes, prince, this case dothe sore tuche, 
for chieflie youre Crowne to this intent yoe weare, 
wionge to raforme that Equite may rule beare. 567 

[26] 
Vo rignt it is the pooaie to bee so vsed, OntdwiiidBocba 

and some to the Dyuyll thoroughe Bichesse to ilyt^ £?^]ili^j!!^or 
Christian Charite of them refused : twoUwowid. 

which drowned Dyues in the deepe hell pytt, 571 
More occasion to treate on this as yeitt, 
is wheare some wone the lyuynge^ dothe possesse 
of twoe thowsandis well knowna to bee nolesse. 574 

[28] 
Firste in goode Bjenies a thowsande powndis or more imt as. 
in ffennys and Abbeys coequaU to the same ; Sw fcSL'iid 

Seuenues by sheepe thowsandis by tayle score, ai^-iMidt 

Ozon, and Neate, greate multytude to name. 578 ^poundsT* 

Personages of profitea wondrefull in fame, 
And yeat is as greadye more to procure : 
88 hym to mayntayne this weare but small sure. 581 



[27] 
And what hee onys into his clampis catche maye^ 
the pooreman thearof no peece shall come bye; 
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wuehtognn* Cowd Loayie, Hone graase, or one loade of Haye, 

thonghe liee before had theare for his xnonyey 58S 
his chargis (hee saithe) are so passinge hye,^ 
that for hyifi self e all is little ynow^e : 
yeat on his whoale growndis hee keapeth not one 
plowghe. 688 

[28] 

To speake or repyne againste his fell huctes, 

natoiia hit Upk Alas ! theare dare none their lippes to open ; 

the like togithers hathe dryuen suche compactef 
that truthe into an whoale is nowe cropen, 592 

and for his tawlke his hedde all to-broken : 
tile more is the pite, Conscience knowiliie. 
goode kinge, thearf ore searche wheare suche Darnell ^ 
growithe. 595 

[29] 

Loida flhflnu ^^ *®* *^ ordre of reformation 
togttinUMkmor that eache maye lyne to his gree accordinge ; 
tiMpoor, Ihike9 and Lo^rdjls of hjlghe domynafcian 

oner the people to haue thordeiingB, 699 

that the meaiie sorte abowte them bonlar^ige 
maye lyue by them and their neighbours become 
by Christian loue^ and nqt holde in thraldome. 602 

.[30] 
Por lordys and men of highe nobilitee, 

SeimMii^*u> ^' oother indude withe possessions greate, 

umia, ^ to vse thoffico of thinfcrior degre^.. 

to choppe and chaunge, aduantagies to geate, , 606 
as Merket men dothe, it sittethe not their |eate : 
or £fermy8 tencroche whiche oother 'myght releeue ; 608 
suche doinge^, (nodowbte,) dothe many hartes greeue. 

[31] 
I will not saye all that neadethe to be saide, 
thw onniitf to louge then sholde I heere tyme occupye : 
jojreg ia ^ y^^^ ^ij sucho mesnys CotrdDon Wealthe is decaide, 

and hathe (heere of late) cawsed great owte crye 613 
by muche disordre mos^ sclaunderouslye ; y 

cheif to them selfe^ to woorke so withoute witt^ 
and next to thos^that weare cawsers of itt. 616 

[321 
If their exMiiMt Iff great bee their chaiges, the wiseman ought 
.«e«?t.fcith«« them to rebate accordinge to his stent* 

1 Coarse graas, weeds, ' Standhig. 
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To keepe a porte, in hftttfode to bee brotight 

tiiorawd teeatiys whiclie iie iiiO(ttii«tiiexifc : 6S0 

fedlde whoe ibeiitewiihe \Hil I Will not Bmmt 

l)ettre is rneane estate hatynte frindys manye 

then highlie to raffle ^ ecace to fynde aaye. 623 

[38] 

Koite meiieste it is in ea<^e Oowntoey JuiiloAiboveiil 

When eueiy degfe ohMnmthe his dure, vnmnm p«m». 

dame Jnetieifl lawi^ trolie' to obeyd : 

theme &B8te then neadys gteat qnieines enmie. B37 

And wheAie SiniBUii by grudge dothe renne 

it bieadethe nowght els but desolation 

from all quyet Wealthe to dissipation. (30 imi «. 

[34] 
And all this mahethe the goodis of the trcndde^ x«n«iiiidlfUf 

for that will meti toyle for that will men denUhe ; Hl^^^ff 

for that olde frendeehippe riudbe &11 io-ehoirld^ | ^ ' 

the wone biotheir readyd ihother to disptehe, 684 

the soone withe Hie father alsd to toB/ck^i 
by Tttre diffiaimce his deaths to ezopte, 636 

thoughe thousandb f er the like hatha into hdl diopte. 

[35] 

The highest of all that regnethe in estate ^ 

h&the nn this worlds) bnt meate drinke and re^tutll : ^wSute 

then what dothe mennys myndis so intoxzcilte ^^^^ 

inordynatlye t6 toyle for treasure ; 641 

ptifchacinge tbeatbye Ha muche displeasure 

bothe of God and tiieir neighbours heere neadinge, 643 

whiche hmngzethe of te soare through their fatt fiaadiDge. 

Off this this tyme I will nomore entreate, 

by wone woorde the wise petceaue can the whoale ; SStttSShA^or 

I doo this mateir but roughlye heere beate : ^^dng. 

the disposition, partelye and soale, tiS 

noble kynge, belongethe to youre doale/ 

as to perceaue the Gomonwealthes noyatmce 

and for the saiiie to denise ovdynauaoe. Ml 

Bo that the Pooare bee eaner aeene viitoe, 
the Eiche hym selfe will sure saue harmelease. 
A little bynderaunee the poore dothe vndoe 
and can no lemedye againate distiesse 666 
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but still Busteynethe all busyniesse, 

Thoughe Drudges n:iuste bee yeat Chiistian loue wolde 

that ioste lewttcde redownde to them sholde. 658 

[38] 
Too Thresche alldaye for peanye hanlfe-peanye, 
and Delue in diches upp to the harde kneeis 
for like valure, howe can hee lyue thearbye 1 
God wote it lisethe but to a sioall feeis, 662 

with that he laiethe vpp hee maye well bye Beeis, 
and after go begge when Age on hym dothe fail : 664 
for noughte« can he saue to heipe hym then with all. 

[39] 
A laborer tmlie doinge his duetye, 
(aswell the woman, I meane, as the man) 
let fhem haue for their traueile worthelye : 
so shall they delyte to doo what they can, 669 

els wiU they loighter euemowe and than, 
comptinge as goode to bee ydle vnwiought 
as soars to traueile and prc^te right nowght. 672 

[40] 
So ordre that eache doinge their labour 
iustelie and trulie withe moste diligence, 
may bee worthe them and theirs to succour, 
fyndinge them selfish on shorteste dales sexpense, 676 
And oothar lengre, as the Soone takethe ascense, 
seauyn or eight pense ; so shall they bee able 
meanlye to lyue^ and mayntayne their Cradle. 679 

[41] 
And Townes let downe to grass Sheape vppon 
withe dwellinge howses as fennys and. Abbeyes. 
reduced agayne to habitation, 

for lack of which muche lyuynge^ nowe decayes 683 
and dothe great hynderaunce as this wone waies. 
Thowsandis thear bee that right gladlie wolde wedde 
if they had holding6^ to coauer their hedde. 686 

[42] 
Off Joumeyemen and Seruyngemen also, 
withe oother dyuerse of oure owne nation 
that nowe a roauynge in oothers growndis go, 
to this Royahnys great depopulation ; 690 

At whiche the heauyns maketh ezdamation, 
burdeynynge your grace by othe that yee haue take 
of this, as yce can, redresse withe speede to make. 693 
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